
Israeli Druze general 
joins Likud Party 

T0. AVIV (AFP) - An Israeli reserve army general 

fit® ^*^°T- Umty i ,as joijled Prime I&W 

BenyanlnJVeQny^U! nght-wrag Likud Party™* 
defecting*® « moderate pany. ea™ to dte 
Ulaii because here l am not treated just as a Druze or 
dB.ffipiesentanve of some ethnic minority, but as a 
tnie Israeb. Bngadier General Araal Assad said at a 
press confae,nce Thursday night. Netanyahu said 
Asad's decision was a boost for Likud and the gov 
enunent 31 the start of the campaign for the May 17 
elections for parliament and prime minister. Assad 

quit the ^ l ^/^T y , heade< i. b - v f °™r Defence Min- 
ister Yttzbak Mordehai on Tuesday, reportedly com- 
plaining about his low position on the party ticket. 
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1 ,300 Palestinians attend 
W. Bank protest 

BEIT DAJAN (Ain — More than a thousand Pales- 
tinians turned out in this West Bank village on Friday 
to back villagers in a dispute with the Israeli authori- 
ties over an olive orchard, witnesses said. A total of 
1.300 Palestinians took pan in the peaceful demon- 
stration organised by the Nablus municipality and 
helped replant dozens of olive trees previously torn 
out by the Israeli army, the witnesses said. The army 
initially razed the orchard over a month ago. saying it 
had been illegally planted in an area designated “state 
land.” Since then villagers, other Palestinians and 
Israeli peace activists have taken pan in weekly ritu- 
als of replanting the trees only to see them uprooted a 
few days later. 
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Ukrainian gets 

death penalty for 

52 fallings 

KIEV (AP). — A Ukrainian 
who described himself as a 
robot without feelings was sen- 
tenced to death on Thursday for 
munferiog 52 people in the 
worst spare erf killings to have 
hit the country in modem rimes. 
It tcok a judge nearly two days 
to read the verdict against Ana- 
toliy Onoprienko, who used a 
sawed-off hunting rifle, knives 
and axes to slaughter his vic- 
tims. The 39-year-old fanner 
aha; wearing running shoes 
JhkI an oversized, hooded jack- 
et, sat impassively in an iron 
cage, his eyes almost never 
leaving die floor. Onoprienko’s 
murietous spree apparently 
began in 19S9, when he robbed 
aid killed nine people. He 
jesumed his rampage in 1995- 
96 , killing a total of- 43 people in 
less than six months. 

Man arrested in 
Melissa virus proba 


' "-f TRENTON (AFP) — Authori- 

' r ' iks have attested a New Jersey 
man in connection with fas 
- ~ Melissa vims that has snarled 
- v. global e-mail networks in the 
last week, federal and stale offi- 
cials said Friday. The man. 
identified by officials as David 
C.h fO? Smith, 30. of Aberdeen Town- 
ship, New Jersey, was charged 
wife interruption of public 
communication, damage to 
computer systems and other 
counts, all state charges, said 
FhulLcriquet of the state attor- 
ney general's office. Smith, 
arrested at his brolhefshouse in 
carnal New Jersey Thursday, 
was freed c*n SI 00,000 hail, the 
official said Melissa, which has 
hit ferns such as Microsoft 
Intel and Lucent Technologies, 
may also have infected the U.S. 
Treasury Department 

Jesus image said 
to appear at school 


UNION CITY (R) — The 
monks at the Buddhist Purple 
Lotus University here believe 
JK they may have an Easter mira- 
v de on their hands. Officials at 
fee univeraiy, which opened in 
this city 35 kilometres east of 
San Francisco in 1996, say that 
what lodes like an image of 
Jesus has appeared on a bumpy, 
unfinished concrete wall on 
their campus. “It’s a miracle," 
Buddhist monk Alfred Whng 
told Friday’s San Jose Mercury 
News. “Pt’s] to show the people 
to have brotherly love, to 
believe in Jesus again.” The 
monks sad people had first 
noticed a "face" on the concrete 
wall two years ago. and some 
felt it was the Virgin Mary, or 
Kuan Yin, the Buddhist god- 
41 dess of mercy. 
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Radiation sources 
in Kazak capital 

ALMATY (AP) — A prosecu- 
tor warned Friday that some 

25.000 radiation sources in 
Kazakstan’s largest city pose a 
danger to the population's 
health and the environment 
Yagaii Merzadinov. the chief 
prosecutor of Almaty, said faat 

radiation is emitted from 
devices that have outlived their 
usefiihss. including about 

13.000 radio isotope smoke 
detectors used by firefighuas. 

jHe said that 6 k devices must be 


physics’ storage facilities and 
buried 

French skier killed 
In avalanche 

ANKARA ( AFP) —A French 

drier was kilied and another one 

was injured in an avalanche on 
Mount Demirkazik in the 
southern Anatolian province of 
Nigde, a local official said on 
Friday. “A 55-year-old gentle' 
man was killed and a woman 
^between 30 and 35 was injured, 
i Aid workers are currently try- 
ing to rescue her," an official at 
the Mumraz Cankaya mountain 
resort told AFP » m the phone. 



A huge flag with a target symbol is displayed on Friday in Belgrade during a protest rally against NATO air strikes 
on Yugoslavia. Hundreds of thousands of Kosovar refugees overwhelmed relief operations in Macedonia, Albania, 
Montenegro and Bosnia, as Yugoslavia sought Russian military aid to wage war against NATO (AFP photo) 

Belgrade seeks Russian military aid 
as Balkans refugee crisis deepens 

Captured U.S. soldiers expected to be tried 
soon; NATO says over 600,000 displaced 


Agencies 

HUNDREDS OF thousands of 
refugees overwhelmed relief 
operations in the Balkans on 
Friday as Yugoslavia sought 
Russian military aid to wage 
war against NATO. 

I ntemari onal aid agencies 
said they could no longer cope 
with the influx of refugees 
from Kosovo into Albania. 
Macedonia. Montenegro and 
Bosnia, prompting NATO to 
begin looking at ways to help 
the humanitarian effort 

President Slobodan Milose- 
vic asked visiting Russian 
deputies here for Russian mili- 
tary' aid to help defend the 
country against NATO air 
strikes that tegan Man* 24 
after Belgrade rejected an 
autonomy accord for Kosovo, a 
province of Serbia, 
Yugoslavia's dominant repub- 
lic. 

“We are expecting aid in 
arms and military equipment 
and this aid should be very fast 
and effective,” Defence Minis- 
ter Pavle Bulaiovic said, 
according to the Tanjug news 
agency. 

Russia has been a fierce critic 
of NATO’s air campaign on 


Yugoslavia but its support for 
Belgrade has thus for not 
extended beyond the diplomat- 
ic arena. 

In Moscow, Russian Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff General 
Anatoly Kvashnin said military 
aid could be supplied to 
Yugoslavia “depending on the 
circumstances" but be ruled out 
any immediate supplies. 

Russia sent a spy ship to the 
Adriatic on Friday to monitor 
developments in the region. 

To underscore its friendship 
with Moscow, Belgrade 
offered to give Russia the 
remains of the U.S. F-117 
Stealth plane that was shot 
down over northern Serbia on 
March 27, apparendy to bolster 
Moscow's military intelli- 
geoce. 

Meanwhile, an investigation 
of three US. soldiers captured 
by Yugoslav farces got under 
way in Pristina, said Jovica 
Jovanovjc of die Serbian provi- 
sional government in Kosovo. 

The three Americans were 
expected to have a speedy trial 
and be sentenced to a prison 
term, a Serbian official said. 

At least 230.000 ethnic Alba- 
nians have beat driven from 
Kosovo since NATO launched 


die bombing campaign and 
Belgrade ordered its forces to 
cany out sweeps in the 
province, according to the UJN. 
refugees office. 

‘The relief operation is on the 
verge of being overwhelmed,” 
U.N. High' Commissioner for 
Refugees Sadako Ogata said in 
Geneva. 

“Our capacity to respond 
simply cannot keep pace with 
the scale of the expulsions and 
forced population displace- 
ment,” she said 

President Bill Clinton said in 
Washington the United Stares 
wanted to help ethnic Albani- 
ans in Kosovo in any way pos- 
sible, and that it was clear that 
Milosevic wanted to evict the 
Albanians and keep the land for 
Serbs. 

“We cannot let that happen 
with impunity” Clinton said 
after meeting humanitarian 
groups at the White House. 

The refugee exodus is 
Europe’s largest since the 
1992-1995 war in Bosnia, the 
UJS. agency said With Serbian 
forces targeting Pristina, Koso- 
vo’s main city of 200,000. the 
refugee exodus was expected to 
worsen, aid officials said 

In Brussels, NATO 


spokesman Jamie Shea said a 
liaison team from the Alliance 
had been sent to Geneva to dis- 
cuss cooperation with the 
international relief agencies. 

‘This is being treated as a 
matter of utmost urgency,” 
Shea said 

Albania, the hardest hit in the 
region with 130,000 refugees, 
declared a major humanitarian 
emergency in the north where 
aid officials said they faced a 
‘logistical nightmare.” 

A NATO official said in 
Brussels that the allies were 
considering an Italian proposal 
to put alliance troops into Alba- 
nia to help the fragile Balkan 
state cope wife the potentially 
destabilising wave of refugees 
from Kosova 

NATO said a total of 634,000 
people — about one third of the 
population — had been driven 
from their homes in Kosovo in 
the past year of conflict and 
30,000 had been forced to leave 
its capital Pristina, in the past 
24 hours. 

NATO accused Milosevic of 
seeking to destabilise tire entire 
Balkans to drag Albania and 
Macedonia into a war. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Iraq rejects any new disarmament body 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
rejected Friday the establish- 
ment of any new body to over- 
see its disarmament and said it 
would accept nothing less than 
a lifting of the embargo 
imposed by the United Nations 
in 1990. 

•‘A new body is an absolute 
waste of time and an attempt to 
derail the Security CcunciL. 

and Iraq has the right to accept 
nothing less than the lifting of 
the embargo.” the ruling Baa* 
Party’s A) Thawra newspaper 
said- 


“Even the principle of super- 
vising or seeking Iraq’s arms 
cannot be part of a negotiation, 
particularly after the [UN's] 
realisation that Baghdad has no 
banned weapons,” the daily 
said 

A1 Thawra said any move 
other than cose designed to lift 
the crippling U.N. embargo 
quickly would be considered by 
Baghdad as nothing more than 
part of a ‘plot" against Iraq. 

The activities of the UN. Spe- 
cial Commission (TJNSCOM) 
charged with Iraqi disarmament 


•have been suspended since the 
body, withdrew from Iraq 
before the U.S.-British air war 
on Iraq in December, dubbed 
Operation Etesert Fox. 

Iraq has repeatedly said the 
inspectors will not be allowed to 
return. 

The Security Council in Janu- 
ary set up three technical panels 
to make recommendations 
regarding Iraqi disarmament, 
the humanitarian situation, and 
the repatriation of prisoners and 
property after Iraq’s 1990 
Kuwait invasion. 


The disarmament panel rec- 
ommended tiffs week that the 
Security Council establish a 
more intrusive long-term moni- 
toring system that would enable 
the disarmament of Iraq to be 
completed 

It said outstanding disarma- 
ment issues remained, notably 
concerning Iraq’s biological 
and chemical programme, but 
that these could be resolved 
through a long-term U.N. mon- 
itoring system including inspec- 
tions. 


King to begin visit to 
Saudi Arabia on Sunday 


By Caroline Far^j 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Abdullah is due to" begin a two- 
day visit to Saudi Arabia on 
Sunday for talks with King 
Fahd, a government official said 
on Friday. 

‘The two monarchs will 
exchange views on issues of 
mutual concern and discuss 
ways to strengthen bilateral ties 
in all fields,” the official, who 
asked not to be named, fold the 
Jordan Times. 

King Abdullah’s planned visit 
to Saudi Arabia was announced 
on Thursday following Saudi 
Minister of State Madani 
Allaqi’s meeting with the King. 
Allaqi delivered an invitation 
from King Fahd to King Abdul- 
lah. 

‘The visit will be a very 
important opportunity for 
exchanging views with our 
brothers in Saudi Arabia on 
both bilateral and regional 
issues," the King was quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
as saying. 

King Abdullah is also expect- 
ed to perform the lesser pilgrim- 
age (Umra) oo behalf of his 
father King Hussein, in accor- 
dance with Islamic Sharia. 

“King Hussein was planning 
to perform Umra after complet- 
ing his medical treatment, but 
he was defeated by cancer,” said 
the official. 

Also this month. King Abdul- 
lah is scheduled to visit several 
Arab and Gulf States, including 
Syria. Egypt, Morocco, the 
United Arab Emirates. Kuwait 
and other countries. 

Following the death of King 
Hussein on Feb. 7, many coun- 


tries offered to extend assistance 
to Jordan to help steer the King- 
dom through upcoming chal- 
lenges. 

Jordanian officials have 
expressed hopes of seeing these 
recent pledges by Arab coun- 
tries and other allies translated 
into tangible figures. 

“During the tour, bilateral 
relations wflj top Jordan's agen- 
da and therefore, we hope to see 
the verbal support firm our 
Arab brotherly and friendly 
countries translated info tangi- 
ble realities,” an official said 

A Jordanian economic team 
visited Saudi Arabia in late Feb- 
ruary and discussed means of 
reactivating institutional funds, 
expanding bilateral trade and 
encouraging Saudi investments 
in Jordan. 

Last month news reports said 
Saudi Arabia planned to write 
off $160 mil li nn of Jordanian 
debts. But these reports have 
neither been confirmed nor 
denied by officials to date. 

Earlier] a local economist said 
the Kingdom owed the Saudi 
government $45 million. Jordan 
also owes the Saudi Develop- 
ment Bank, the government's 
lending arm, $125 million. 

The debt amounts exclude 
interest which has accumulated 
over nearly a decade. 

It is also not clear how much 
Jordan owes Saudi Arabia for 
its share of maintenance costs 
for die Saudi oil pipeline. 
Tapline. Amman had paid $1 
million per month when the 
pipeline was operational 

Saudi Arabia, which used to 
allocate about $200 million in 
annual economic aid to Jordan, 
suspended both aid and oil sup- 


plies to the Kingdom following 
the 1990-91 Gulf crisis. 

Since then, Jordan has relied 
entirely on Iraqi oil imports of 
some 90.000 barrels per day 
under a United Nations agree- 
ment. 

But officials are hopeful that 
Riyadh will soon open its mar- 
kets to Jordanian manpower 
and products, in addition to the 
Kingdom’s concern that the 
Saudi Development Fund will 
again extend loans to the King- 
dom. especially for much-need- 
ed programmes related to the 
social productivity package, 
which targets lower income 
groups. 

Although the Gulf States 
themselves are faring economic 
problems stemming from the 
continued drop in crude oil 
prices, some officials are opti- 
mistic that assistance is forth- 
coming. 

“It is unlikely that the Gulf 
States will not offer help to sup- 
port Jordans economy, the 
most pressing task for King 
Abdullah,” said one local econ- 
omist 

Last month, banking sources 
said the United Arab Emirates 
made a $150 million long-term 
deposit in the Central Bank of 
Jordan to bolster the Kingdom's 
foreign currency reserves. 

The Arab Monetary Fund 
also made a similar deposit of 
$100 million. Saudi Arabia has 
a major say in the fund’s invest- 
ment decisions. 

King Abdullah will be 
accompanied by several mem- 
bers of the Royal family and 
senior Jordanian officials. 



Filipino pilgrims carry a wooden cross on Friday in the streets of Jerusalem’s Old 
City to mark the non-Orthodox Good Friday (Reuters photo) 

Thousands throng streets of 
Jerusalem for Good Friday 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Thousands of Chris- 
tians packed the narrow' streets 
of Jerusalem’s Old Qty on Fri- 
day tracing the route that they 
believe Jesus Christ took on his 
way to his crucifixion nearly 
two thousand years ago. 

Led by their priests and car- 
rying large wooden crosses in 
imitation of Jesus, dozens of 
pilgrim groups stopped in suc- 
cession at each of the 14 so- 
called Stations of die Cross 
along the route to say prayers 
and ring hymns as local Pales- 


tinian Muslims made their way 
to the nearby A1 Aqsa Mosque 
far Friday prayers. 

At the thud station where the 
faithful believe Jesus first col- 
lapsed under the weight of the 
cross, two Muslim “scouts” 
cleared onlookers away from 
die front of the Armenian 
Catholic patriarchate to allow 
die worshippers to enter the 
shrine. 

Large numbers of Israeli 
police and bonier guards 
watched ova- proceedings but 
there were no reports of any 


violence or of any arrests. 

The Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre itself was packed 
with pilgrims. A noisy crush 
developed as visitors vied with 
each other to climb the stairs to 
the Rock of Calvary where 
they believe Jesus was cruci- 
fied and to kiss icons and light 
candles at the Tomb of Christ. 

The crush in the church is 
likely to continue as Orthodox 
Christians celebrate Good Fri- 
day on April 9, a week later 
than their Catholic and other 
co-religionists. 


U.S., British aircraft attack Iraqi civilian site in south, Baghdad says 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — US. and 
British aircraft bombed a civilian site 
in their second attack on southern 
Iraq Friday but were chased away by 
Iraqi anti-aircraft artillery, a militaiy 

spokesman here said 
The United Stares said it had 
launched air strikes on Iraq after vio- 
lations of the southern no-fly zone 
but denied conducting an attack on 
the re-ion earlier in the day as report- 


ed by Baghdad. 

The Iraqi spokesman, quoted by 
the official INA news agency, said: 
Twelve formations of F-I4s. F-15s, 
F-16s and F-ISs and Tornadoes 
backed by AWACS, made 25 sorties 
from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. (1300 GMT). 

“One of these formations bomted 
a public service installation in die 
Basra area” in southern Iraq, he said. 


They also flew over the southern 
areas of A1 Saman, Samawa, AI Nas- 
siriya and Amara, be said, adding: 
“Our anti-aircraft defences opposed 
the enemy aircraft, forcing them to 
flee to the bases from which they had 
taken off?’ 

Ser ge ant Richard Jacubowski. a 
spokesman for the US. Central 
Command in Tampa, Florida, con- 
tinued: “We did strike an Iraqi com- 


munications control facility and an 
Iraqi radio relay station at approxi- 
mately 8:30 a.m. Eastern Standard 
Time (1330 GMT>. 

“We were enforcing the southern 
no-fly zone,” he said, adding that 
there had teen two violations of the 
zone by three Iraqi aircraft 

However, he repeated a denial that 
U.S. and British planes had struck 
earlier at 0600 GMT. attacks that 


Baghdad claimed injured two people 
and destroyed two buildings. 

“At die time the [earlier repeat] 
came out there had been no strikes," 
Jacubowski said. 

In London, a defence ministry 
spokesman denied that Britain had 
carried our an attack on Iraq on Fri- 
day. 

Britrnn “wasn’t involved in the 
strikes. We didn't come under nnv 


fire,” the spokesman said. 

“This morning there was an inei 
deni in which die Iraqis flew into tht 
no-fly zone both in the north and tlx 
south, and they were seen by allier 
aircraft. There was no fire exchange 
between either the U.S. or the U.K 
aircraft and die Iraqi air c ra ft,” ht 
said. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Addis Ababa denies 1 ,000 
Eritreans missing in Ethiopia 


ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — 
The Ethiopian government 
on Friday denied a claim by 
its Horn of Africa war rival 
Asmara that 1.000 Eritrean- 
born people were missing in 
Ethiopia, calling it “com- 
pletely false.” 

“Ethiopia challenges the 
Eritrean authorities to pro- 
vide a list of names of the 
supposedly missing individ- 
uals. including the dates and 
places of their arrests.” the 
office of the Ethiopian gov- 
ernment said in a statement 


On Wednesday, the Eritre- 
an foreign ministry said that 
about 1,000 Eritrean-bom 
civilians had been missing 
for several months in 
Ethiopia, which has been 
embroiled in a border con- 
flict with Eritrea since last 
May. 

“The Ethiopian govern- 
ment encourages Eritrea to 
involve third parties in the 
verification process,” Addis 
Ababa's statement said. 

The two countries have 
traded accusations of 


human rights violations in 
the treatment of their 
respective citizens. 

Asmara said it had 
appealed to “several 
humanitarian organisa- 
tions" to seek information 
about the missing people 
and to obtain their release if 
they are being detained. 

The two countries have 
accused each other of 
expelling tens of thousands 
of their respective nationals 
since the start of the border 
war. 


Sudan government 
says river water safe 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan's health minister on Fri- 
day said first tests of samples 
of water and fish taken from 
the southern Bahr A1 Jebel 
River have shown that the 
water is suitable for human 
and animal use. 

Health Minister Mahcfi Babu 
Nimir said that on learning of 
reported contamination, he 
despatched teams from the 
central Khartoum laboratory to 
Juba, the main city in south 
Sudan, lying on the Bahr A1 
Jebel to examine the water 
ami dead fish. 

“The teams are still conduct- 
ing examinations, though the 
preliminary tests showed that 
the water is suitable for human 
and animal use;” retired Gener- 
al Nimir said in a press state- 
ment 

Local authorities in Juba, 
which is the government-held 
main town in the largely rebel- 
controlled south, earlier said 
that the laboratory team bad 


been rushed down from Khar- 
toum because of contamina- 
tion of the river 
They issued a health warn- 
ing, but said that no casualties 
had been reported. 

Nimir said that the Juba hos- 
pital had not received any 
cases of poisoning while wit- 
nesses sard they had seen binds 
and animals in a normal state 
after drinking the water: 
Witnesses also said that peo- 
ple in Juba were not harmed 
after having fish meals, he 
added. 

Dead fish, hippopotami and 
crocodiles were seen floating 
on the surface of the Bahr A1 
Jebel due to unidentified cont- 
amination. the daily Alwan 
reported from Juba on Thurs- 
day. Nimir neither denied nor 
confirmed the reports. 

The Khartoum newspaper 
said residents began noticing 
die carcasses last Biday, 
adding that a number of hippos 
had fled into the bush. 


Libya to open diplomatic 
mission in Netherlands 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Libya 
has asked the Netherlands for 
permission to open a diplo- 
matic mission in connection 
with the forthcoming Locker- 
bie trial, the foreign ministry 
said on Friday. 

“They have indeed made 
that request [to open a diplo- 
matic mission], and it is linked 
with the trial" a ministry 
spokeswoman told Reuters. 

Libya has no diplomatic 
mission in the Netherlands at 
present, she said, adding 
Libya's wish had been 
prompted by the desire to 
offer consular support to the 
two men suspected of involve- 
ment in the Lockerbie bomb- 
ing. 

‘They want to have a 
branch here... and given we 
have always had diplomatic 
links with them, even when 
they had no embassy in the- 
Netherlands, that is not unusu- 


al. We have an embassy in 
Tripoli as well.” she said. 

It was impossible to say 
how long it would take for the 
mission to be officially 
opened, she said, adding the 
usual procedures to establish 
such an office would be 
applied. 

The diplomats would have 
diplomatic immunity, she 
said. 

Two Libyans suspected of 
involvement in the 19SS 
bombing of a U.S. airliner 
over the Scottish town of 
Lockerbie are expected in the 
Netherlands soon. 

They are suspected of hav- 
ing planted the suitcase bomb 
which blew up Pan Am Flight 
103 on Dec 21, 1988 — 
killing 270 people in the air 
and on the ground — and will 
be tried in the Netherlands 
before a panel of three Scot- 
tish judges. 


‘S. Arabia, 
Iran have 
common 
strategic 
interests’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Former 
I ranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayafi said he hoped 
to see Iranian-Saudi ties grow 
as the two countries share 
strategic objectives, the offi- 
cial IRNA news agency 
reported Friday. 

“If tiie two countries' rela- 
tions improve in future it 
would be likely that the two 
would follow common strate- 
gic goals," Velayati, who is 
diplomatic adviser to Iran’s 
supreme guide. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei told Qatari satellite 
television. 

‘Tran and Saudi Arabia 
might differ on certain issues 
but share many commonal- 
ties, and there is the possibili- 
ty that their ties would 
expand." be said. Relations 
between Tehran and Riyadh 
have improved considerably 
since moderate Iranian Presi- 
dent Mohammad Khatami 
was elected in May 1997. 

Saudi defence minister is 
due to visit Iran at the begin- 
ning of May. 



PALESTINIAN DEMONSTRATION: A Palestinian youth shouts during a demon- 
stration in Belt Dajan in the north of the West Bank over a long-running dispute 
with the Israeli authorities over a Palestinian-owned olive orchard outside the vil- 
lage. Some 300 people attended (AJFP photo) 


Saddam’s son serves 
up April fool’s jokes 


BAGHDAD <AP) — It 
Iraq 

would 

include bananas, candv ban.. 
Pepsi 


page one news in Iraq: Food 
ration baskets soon 


treats Iraqis strug- 
gling under years of harsh 
sanctions cannot afford. 

The story caught the evo ot 
manv. some whom bought 
Thursday's newspaper only to 
find out more. 

But sweet news turned sour 
5 L\ pages later. “Do not believe 
the report because it is April 
fool's!” said AI Zawra weekly, 
published by President Sad- 
dam's eldest son. Uday. 

Iraqis, living under the U.N 
economic sanctions imposed 
after Saddam's 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait, receive only basic 
foods through a government- 
controlled rationing pro- 
gramme. Luxuries, such as 
fresh fruits and chocolates, are 
available, but are extremely 
expensive. 

Uday owns other media that 
participated in April fool's day 
ruses. 

BabiL Udai's influential 
daily newspaper, reported on 
page 1 that Russian President 


Boris Yeltsin threatened d 
bomb Washington unless- the 
United States ends air strikes 
on Iraq and stops patro lling the 
nation's noithdti and southern 

skies. 

two set readers 
straight: “April fool's’ Iraqis 
do not count on anybody, „ 
You onk have yourseftoT* 
UdayY AI Shariah TV and a 

radio station he owns infcr- 
rupted broadcasts Thursday 
with reports that left Iraqis 
unsure what to believe. 

Many people called to 
express their outrage at a 
report lhar Iraqi singer Kad- 
him Al Sabir had divorced tes 
wife to many again and the 
wedding would be broadcast 
li\e on television. 

Al Suhir lives in Cairo: ha 
wife and two children live m 
Canada. 

Others called to extend con- 
dolences at the reported death 
of Lutifa. a popular Tunisian 
singer who his been hospi- 
talis'd in Ptiris recently for an 
undisclosed ailment. 

Both reports, they soon were 
told, were mere April fooler) . 


U.S., British aircraft 
attack Iraqi site 


(Continued from page 1) 

But an Iraqi military 
spokesman said that two 
citizens were injured and 
two buildings were 
destroyed by enemy bomb- 
ing in the south led by U.S. 
and British planes." in the 
first such incident in two 
weeks, an Iraqi military 
spokesman said. 

He did not specify- if the 
wounded were civilians or 
military personnel. 

U.S. ’and British fighter 
planes had entered Iraqi air 
space at 9:00 mm. <0600 
GMT) before being “inter- 
cepted and repulsed" by the 
Iraqi air force and surface- 
to-air missiles, he said, quot- 
ed by £NA. 

He added that UJS. and 
British planes bad carried 


out “IS sorties from Kuwaiti 
airspace and 33 sorties from 
Saudi airspace." 

Friday's incident broke a 
two- week lull in almost 
daily strikes by U.S. and 
British aircraft in the no-fly 
zones over northern and 
southern Iraq. 

The last attack occurred 
March 19 when one Iraqi 
was injured during air strikes 
by U.S. and British planes in 
the south, which a U.S. mil- 
itary spokesman said came 
after “Iraqi aircraft viola- 
tions" of the no-fly zone. 

U.S. and British planes 
have been stationed in Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait since the 
end of the 1991 Gulf War 
and are mostly involved in 
patrolling the southern no- 
flv zone. 


Belgrade seeks Russian military aid as Balkans refugee crisis deepens 

(Continued from page 1) 


“Ir is becoming increasingly dear that 
President Milosevic, having ethnically 
cleansed large areas, is driving enor- 
mous amounts of refugees south and 
west to destabilise neighbouring coun- 
tries such as Albania and MkxdoniaT 
NATOs military spokesman Air Com- 
modore David Wifby said in Brussels. 

“We are no longer faring an internal 
Yugoslav crisis. Vfe are facing a crisis of 
the entire region with far-reaching con- 
sequences," said Sbsa. 

In Montenegro. Serbia's much small- 
er sister republic m the Yugoslav Feder- 
ation, the government, which opposes 
Milosevic, called for calm amid 
rumours that units of the' Yogoslavanny 
were preparing a coup there. 


“We have evidence to show that 
[Milosevic] is preparing a coup against 
Montenegro," a senior British defence 
mirasoy official Edgar Buckley, told a 
London news conference. 

NATO Secretary General Javier 
Solana warned Milosevic that the 
alliance would thwart any such attempt. 
“We have plans to stop him if he plans 
to take that direction." Solana told 
Rollers television news in an interview. 

Concerns also mounted international- 
ly as to whether Kosovu Albanian 
erate leader Ibrahim Rugova was under 
duress when Ik joined Milosevic in 
Belgrade Thursday to call fa- a peace- 
ful solution to the Kosovo conflict. 

“We are very concerned that what 
Rugova said was said under duress.’’ 
British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 


told BBC Radio. *'We suspect the rea- 
son his views have been changed in 
public statements is pressure applied to 
him by Serbs." Cook said in London. 

French communist leader Robert 
Hue said Friday he had asked Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin to invite Koso- 
vo’s moderate leader Ibrahim Rugova 
to Paris to clear up doubts over state- 
ments attributed to him this week. 

Hue said on Radio France Inter “I 
have proposed to the prime minister 
that he invite Rugova quickly to France 
so that we can hear his ideas freely." 

French Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrinesaid Friday Rugova would be a 
welcome guest in France. 

The meeting between Milosevic and 
Rugova was generally viewed with sus- 
picion by foreign governments. 


Solana said he had doubts as to 
whether Rugova had signed the state- 
ment of his own accord. 

A source close to the Serbian police 
said Rugova was heading for home in 
Pristina Friday after the meeting 

Low lying clouds over Yugoslavia 
forced NATO to abort half of its air 
strike missions overnight, a NATO offi- 
cial said Friday. 

But Air Marshal John Day. the direc- 
tor of British operations in Kosovo, said 
the NATO force has inflicted serious 
blows on Milosevic's militaiy. which 
he said was now running critically short 
of fuel in some areas. 

NATO said Thursday night's air 
strikes had hit an unspecified military 
facility in the Serbian town of Vranje, 
300 kilometres south of Belgrade, and 


that all planes returned safely. 

Serbia's official Tanjug news agency 
had earlier reported that four allied mis- 
siles strode an army barracks in Vranje, 
which lies just to the east of Kosovo. 

Meanwhile, the Belgrade indepen- 
dent radio B92, which was closed by 
authorities on Friday, win take the case 
to court, its lawyer Nebpjsa Samardbric 
said. 

Serbian court officials and police shut 
down the radio, and appointed an aide 
to Milosevic as the new station manag- 
er. B92 reporters told AFP 

Veran Marie, the radio's editor-in- 
chief, said the officials ordered satellite 
broadcasts be stopped and sealed the 
Belgrade studios. 
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CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Tferra San eta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

A mman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 581 1295 


Church Of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TOL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to 
rise gradually with moderate 
and stable weather conditions 
prevailing. Skies will be partly 
cloudy and winds northeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
moderate, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


>04/20 


13/25 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17 Aqaba 25. Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 30 per cent, 
Aqaba 39 percent 

Following are the temprearures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 



05/1 T 


08/19 


__„09/19 

Madaba...... 

07/17 

Petra 

„.08/lS 

Dead Sea 

11/23 


Mim/Max. temp, 
Amman 


..06/19 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc KhaldounAsfinr 5332600 

De BBalAlSayyid 4890280 

Dn Awri Hmraradeh -5332350 
Dc ThwfiqQpb’aiu _4623029 

AMMAN: 

jflras Pharmacy .5661912 

Al Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy .5537004 
RufcnAIDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Chari Th’amneb (02)250080 
Fou’ad Pharmacy 402)275360 


Aqaba 


13/25 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad (05)985550 
Palestine Pbarmacy..(05j983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.... 46371 1 i 
Civil Defence Department .566 1 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Mice 192,4621111,463)777 

Fire Brigade — 4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police. .4896390 

Public Security Dept.. ..463032 1 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

Wrer&Se»aag;Caaf)aDt5 4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information [’directo- 
ry assistance) ... „_.!,121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ....4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs _5661 101 

JoidanTelevision .47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .4774111 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 
Electric Power Co.... ...4636381 
RJ Flight lnformauoiL.44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ..44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


TIk Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdti — .5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre^S56856 

Luanda 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity..— .464428 1/6 
Akileh Maternity.. — 464244 1/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity.... 4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. ....4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani — 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .560743 1 

Jordan Hospital -5607550 

University Hospital — .5353444 
ALMuasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, AFMuhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashin. 4775111/26 

Army, Marica .4891611/15 

Quern Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 25607155 

AlAmal Cancer Centre .25353000 
Jerusalem Hospital 4387181 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt 


l02) 7102S3I. t02) 

7102011 

Speciality Hospital ._(02) 7 103 100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya 
taL_(03l2014HI 


Hospi- 


Zarqa 


Hospital 

(09)983323 

National Hospital 
(09)900560 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied bv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
Internationa] Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 523250. Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings flights can 
be supplied on phone 4875201-5 


18:10 
18:10 
19:00 
22:50 
22tiJ5 
23 JO 
00:45 
0fc50 
01J0 
01:40 
0139 
04 JO 
06:15 


London. Berlin (RJ) 

Limoges (France) (addxRJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

—Brussels. Rome (RJ) 

— Brussels, tadd » iRJ) 

Paris iRJi 

• — Jeddah (RJ i 

Jeddah (RJ) 

.Madrid iRJ) 

Jeddah iRJi 

— Jeddah (RJ) 

- Bangkok. Doha (RJ) 


Ibn Sina Hospital — (09.1986731 
Al ffikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

(.02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

.^(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

WsOO — * Tehran (RJ) 

07:15 Jeddah (add) i RJ) 

00^0 -Karachi. Dubai (RJt 

0935 — — New Delhi (RJ) 

09:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10:15 — — Jeddah (add) iRJi 

10J0 — Beirut. Damascus (IRJ ) 

10J5 Colombo i RJ) 

1&00 - — — Cairo iRJi 

17 J5 Manchester (RI» 

18:10 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 05:30 


Other Flights 

U:ls Riyadh (SV» 

13:20 Abu Dhabi. Doha tGF) 

14:30 Milan (AZ> 

15:05 ; Vienna (OS) 

18:00 .....Dubai. Damascus fEK) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

Paris ( AF> 

Frankfort <LHi 

~f.* 5 Cairo (MS) 

-ZuS London. Damascus (BA) 

01:00 Belgrade (JU) 

01:15 Amsterdam. Beirut iKL) 

Royal Wings (RWj 
08J0 Aqaba (arriving at Oaia\ 
(RW) w V 

.Aqaba (arriving ai Q.ALAi 

18:00 Aqaba tamivins at Marka 
Airport) tRWi 


05 JO 
07:00 
09:20 
11:00 
11:15 
11J0 
11J0 
12:00 
12:00 
13:05 
1655 
I9J5 
20:00 
20:40 
21 : 00 . 
23 JO 
00:30 
02:30 
03:15 
03:30 
05:00. 


...Manchester (add) (RJ) j 
Limoges I trance) iadd)(RJ). 
Frankfort iRJ) j 


Brussels (RJ) 

Rome. Brussels (RJ) , 

—Amsterdam. New York(RJ) ; 

Cairo (RJ) j 

Geneva. Paris (RJ) J 

-Aqaba. Madrid (RJ) i 

London (RJ) i 

Riyadh. Jeddah (add) (RJ) J 

I-amaca (RJ) . 

Jeddah (addj/RJr 

Bombay (RJ) ! 

Jeddah iadcf)(RJ) ■ 

Dhahran (RJ) j 

....Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) ! 

- Manchester (RJ) j 

Jeddah (RJ) j 

Jeddah t add HRJ)| 

Madrid <RJ)i 


DEPARTURES 


Btyal Jordanian I Rj( Flights 
Beirut (RJ) 


Other Flights ' 

06:15 Damascus London (BA) j 

06:30 LamacafCY) 

14:10 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain IGF) - 1 

14:45 -Rjvadh(SV); 

ViennafGS); 

J** 0 - Milan (AZ) ! 

.Dubai (EK) | 

-.Beirut (ME) j 

n’’ 35 -Cairo (MS) > 

®!|? Belgrade UID I 

“ _ Amsterdam (KL) ? 

<fc:50 Damascus. Frankfurt fLH) i 

i 

Royal Wings (RW) : 

Ir\v° Aqatw 'fiwnQAIA) i 

°8:30 Aqaba (from Marita Air- ! 
portxRW) 

19:45 Aqaba (from Marka Air 
P«t)iRW) 
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Home News 


Minister President of the German State of Bavaria Edmund Stoiber signs a condolence registry at the Jor- 
danian Consulate in Munich. Looking on are Honorary Consul Neu Meister and prominent Jordanian 
businessman Akram Habib (photo courtesy A1 Ra'i) 


Rights group appeals to King 
to ‘use influence’ in press law 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — An 
international press freedoms 
group has asked His Majesty 
King Abdullah to “use his 
influence" in having a new 
press law enacted ihait protects 
journalists freedoms and Jor- 
danians* right to be freely 
informed. 

In a letter addressed to the 
King, the Paris-based 
Reporters Sans Frontiers said 
that the groups "‘welcomed 
die announcement by your 
government that the press law 
enacted last September is to 
be reviewed” 

, “You are fully aware that 
the new press law is not satis- 
factory in teims of freedom of 
expression; as has been point- 
ed out by most international 
human rights organisations.” 
wrote RSF Secretary General 
Robert Menard “This law, 
which is too restrictive, 
should be repealed Under its 
provisions, a court may close 
down any newspaper under 
investigation for violations of 
the press law until a final ver- 
dict in the case is reached 
Democratic debate was jeop- 


ardised by such a stringent 
law.” 

Tlie group asked King 
Abdullah to "use his influence 
to have a new law enacted...in 
compliance with the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights rati- 
fied by Jordan.” 

International human rights 
organisations have been lob- 
bying the government since 
1997, supporting local jour- 
nalists in their effort to stave 
off new legislation on the 
press. Their finally efforts 
failed last summer when the 
two Houses of Parliament 
endorsed the 1998 Press and 
Publications Law that 
replaced the 1993 law, which 
was recognised as the most 
liberal legilsation on the press 
in the country’s history. 

Last month. Human Rights 
Watch also appealed to Min- 
ister of Information Nasser 
Lawzi to urge the government 
to uphold Jordan’s treaty 
obligations under the ICCPR. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Abdur-Raouf S. 
Rawabdeh has shown more 
willingness than the previous 
one to reopen the press law 


file. The premier has already 
hosted one meeting with the 
Jordan Press Association. The 
premier instructed the JPA to 
suggest amendments and said 
that all concerned parties, 
including the judiciary, should 
coordinate a comprehensive 
study of the necessary 
changes. Thar meeting was 
followed by others with Chief 
of the Royal Court Abdul 
Karim Kabarili and then 
King Abdullah. 

Director of the Press and 
Publications Iyad Qattan told 
the Jordan Times that the legal 
department of the PPD last 
week submitted to Rawabdeh 
a list of recommended 
changes to the controversial 
law. 

"The changes are mostly 
concentrated on the long list 
of prohibitions, which" has 
been, in our recommenda- 
tions. reduced to one half or 
one third of the prohibitions 
that exist,” he said. “It also 
does not recommend any new 
prohibitions” 

Qattan said that the legal 
team also suggested that Arti- 
cle 50. which allows the Cam 
of First Instance to order 


changes 


closed any newspaper under 
investigation for violations of 
the law. The article is the first 
to give an branch of govern- 
ment die right to close a news- 
paper. The director also said 
that the PPD recommended 
that most of the crushing fines 
dictated in the law be abol- 
ished. Instead, he said, the 
recommendations suggest 
that the courts, particularly 
when dealing with slander 
and libel cases, refer to the 
penal code. The penal code 
has specific articles on both. 

However, many journalists 
in the past complained that 
authorities have exploited the 
penal code in order to legally 
arrest and 'detain journalists 
— provisions for which have 
not been included in previous 
press laws. 

‘There is a misconception 
that the penal code grants the 
right of arrest.” said Qattan. 
“Arrest is the prerogative of 
the attorney' general and no 
one else.” 

Other changes include clos- 
ing ‘procedural loopholes" 
that were discovered in imple- 
menting the new law, Qaban 
said. 


CPJ documents Jordan’s press freedoms violations 


AMMAN (XT.) — The Com- 
mittee to Protect Journalists 
has released its annual publi- 
cation documenting press 
freedoms violations around 
the world in 1998 and has 
documented IS violations in 
Jordan. 

In its book “Attacks on the 
Press — 1998," the New' 
York-based CPJ wrote that 
1998 saw a “continued deteri- 
oration of press freedoms. 
[The 1998 Press and Publica- 
tions Law’s] ratification.. .on 
September 1, 1998, marked 
the culmination of a year-long 
battle between journalists and 
the government of (former) 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. which had introduced 


simOariy draconian amend- 
ments to the Press and Publi- 
cations Law in May 1997.” 

According to the CPJ, six 
journalists were imprisoned 
last year They were Omar 
Qoulab and Sami Zubaidi of 
the weekly newspaper A1 
B2ad. Abdul Hadi Raji MajaJ- 
li of Abed Rabbo, Yousef 
Ghishan ofAl Arab AlYawrn, 
Hussein A1 Umoush of Abed 
Rabbo, who was twice 
imprisoned AH cases were 
documented between March 
2, 1998 and August 10. 1998. 
Tbe Majali government 
resigned under pressure on 
August 19, 1998. 

Also during tbe same peri- 
od, CPJ documented seven 


cases of legal action against 
journalists in the Kingdom. 
Cases documented included 
that of Bassam Badarin, cor- 
respondent of the London- 
based A1 QudsAlAiabi, who 
was charged with “distorting 
Jordan’s image abroad, harm- 
ing state rdatios with a friend- 
ly country and offending die 
state’ ’ after the publication of a 
series of articles published in 
late 1997. CPJ also wrote that 
“On three occasions, there 
were media blackouts on cov- 
erage of major events, such as 
the trial of leading political 
opposition figure Laith 
Shbeflat a triple homicide in 
Amman (the Shmeisani mur- 
ders) and [last summer’s] 


water pollution crisis." 

Tbe CJP said that in spite of 
many gestures from the gov- 
ernment of former Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh. 
who replaced Majali, “self- 
censorship remained wide- 
spread.” 

In its book, the CPJ listed 
Majali and his government in 
its “Enemies of the Press: The 
10 Worst Offenders of 1998.” 

The CPJ said last year 24 
journalists in 17 countries had 
been murdered in "‘revenge 
for revealing unwelcome 
truths, assassinated in callous 
disreagard of the uiversal right 
to free expression, killed as a 
consequence of political or 
military upheaval.” 


What’s 

Going 

On 

FILM 

• Swedish him The 
Seventh Seal" at Darai A1 
Funun. Jabal Weibdeh, on 
Tuesday -April 6 at 6:30 

pm 

exhibitions 

• *”Photos from 
Berlin* bv Bassam Lah- 
houd at the University of 
Jordan. Faculty of Human- 
ities. until Apnl 5. 

• Display of Iraq A1 Amir 
collection at Iraq A1 Amir 
project until April -9. iTel. 
5699141/21 

“■•Amman... A Meeting 
Point" by Swedish artists 
Ann Edholm and Hakan 
Rhenberg at Daraj ^ 
Funun. Jabal Weibdeh. 
Also displaying works by 
roniemporary Arab artists, 
until April 2— 


Mujib Reserve reopens after winter break 


By Abmad KJbatib 

AMMAN — Tourists, 
bird-watchers, adventurers 
and researchers can again 
enjoy visiting the globally- 
iraportant Mujib Nature 
Reserve, which reopened 
last Thursday after its 
annual winter closure. 

The Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) said only 25 
nature enthusiasts a day 
will be allowed to enter the 
site in order to help pre- 
serve the reserve’s unique 
biodiversity and protect its 
endangered fauna and 
flora. 

According to the society, 
Mujib, which sits on the 
Great Rift Valley linking 
Africa with Asia, forms a 
safe haven for migratory 
birds and is home to at 
least 10 globally-threat- 
ened plant and animal 
species. 


Twenty endangered 
Nubian ibex bred in captiv- 
ity were recently released 
into the Mujib Nature 
Reserve to supplement the 
country's small natural 
population. 

The 215-square-kilome- 
tre -re serve, established in 
1986, has one of the clean- 
est and least disturbed river 
systems left in Jordan. It is 
part of the water catchment 
for the Dead Sea and has 
flowing water year around. 
It flows to the Dead Sea 
through a narrow sand- 
stone gorge lined with 
palm trees and lush vegeta- 
tion. 

Earlier this year, the gov- 
ernment and the RSCN 
ended a controversy over a 
proposed diversion dam on 
the Mujib River and signed 
a memorandum of under- 
standing to construct an 
environment- friendly dam. 

The memorandum con- 


cerns an ecology-friendly 
water extraction of the 
Mujib River area, along- 
side the reserve, and the 
construction of a low dam 
across the mouth of the 

river to supply hotels, 
industries and agriculture 
around the Dead Sea and in 
Ghor Safi. 

The JD300,000 eco- 
tourism development pro- 
ject will include setting up 
a visitors centre in the 
reserve, a small lagoon, a 
campsite and a can- 
tilevered walkway on the 
rock wall of the Mujib 
gorge. 

The RSCN, a non-gov- 
ernmental society which 
manages six nature 
reserves and has plans to 
set up another seven, was 
formed in 1966 and is 
responsible for protecting 
the Kingdom’s natural 
resources, wildlife and 
wild areas. 
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Government studying release 
of some Arab Afghans 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is discussing releas- 
ing some prisoners who 
were not included in the 
general amnesty signed 
by His Majesty King 
Abdullah last month. 

Those involved in the 
case that came to be 
known as the Arab 
Afghans are included in 
the discussion. Justice 
Minister Hamzeh Haddad 
said Friday. 

Haddad said he will 
submit a report to Prime 
Minister Aodur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh, who instruct- 
ed the minister to thor- 
oughly study their 
charges and sentences. 

The minister told the 
Jordan Times that all 
members of the group 
had been charged with 
“planning terrorist acts 
and the possession of 
explosives.’ 

The general amnesty, 
endorsed by Parliament 
last month, excluded 
those charged with com- 


mitting terrorist acts. 

Several thousands have 
benefited from the 
amnesty, but those con- 
victed of theft, bribery, 
embezzlement, premedi- 
tated murders, espionage 
and slavery remain 
accountable to the law. 

Following a thorough 
study of the files. Haddad 
said he believes that at 
least one group member, 
whom he did not name, 
might be eligible for the 
amnesty “because be was 
not charged with terrorist 
acts” 

“I think these people 
need a special amnesty 
which must be authorised 
by His Majesty King 
Abdullah,” the minister 
said. 

The 18-member group 
was accused in 1995 of 
plotting and carrying out 
bomb attacks in public 
places and of planning to 
assassinate Jordanian and 
Palestinian peace nego- 
tiators with Israel. 

Eleven members were 
sentenced to death, and 


the remaining seven were 
given different jail terms. 
The death sentences were 
later commuted to life 
imprisonment by the 
High Court of Justice in 
1995. 

During the trial, the 
State Security Court 
cleared Mohammad 
Khalifah, a Saudi nation- 
al, who was accused of 
financing the group, 
which was led by Abdul- 
lah Hashaika. 

The group’s name 
stemmed "from their pur- 
ported links with Arab 
volunteers who fought 
Soviet troops in 
Afghanistan during the 
eight-year-old invasion 
of Soviet Union of 
Afghanistan. 

On Thursday the fami- 
lies of the Arab Afghans 
staged a sit-in demanding 
the release of their kin. 
They later met with Had- 
dad to press for their 
release. 

The minister said he 
will study the file of 
another six prisoners 


convicted of the attack on 
intelligence office in 
Baqaa Refugee Camp in 
1996, who also were not 
included in the amnesty. 

During last month's 
amnesty, several prison- 
ers involved in armed 
attacks, possession of 
explosives and members 
of an illegal political 
party who were sen- 
tenced to different jail 
terms, were released in 
line with the amnesty. 

News repons in the 
Arab press indicated that 
opposition leaders are 
preparing to petition the 
government to include a 
Jordanian soldier who 
was convicted of killing 
seven Israeli schoolgirls. 
In 1997, the State Securi- 
ty Court sentenced 
Ahmad Dakamseh to life 
imprisonment with hard 
labour for killing the 
girls, who were on a field 
trip to the Peace Park in 
Baqoura in March 1997. 


Hashemite Charity 
to send relief to Kosovo 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Hashemite Charity 

Organisation will send 
relief supplies to Kosovo 
in implementation of His 
Majesty King Abdullah's 
directives to help the vic- 
tims of the Serbian attack. 
Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Salam Abbadi said on Fri- 
day: • 

The supplies will 
include tents, medical 
equipment medicines and 
food to be dispatched tbe 
following week. 

“We are coordinating 
with the responsible 
authorities in Albania to 
ensure the arrival of the 
supplies and their distrib- 
ution to the people of 
Kosovo who have been 
driven out of their homes 
and country,” added the 
minister. 

Noting that the HCO 
has been dispatching sim- 
ilar relief and emergency 
supplies to various Mus- 
lim nations affected by 
tragedies and conflicts, 
Abbadi said the supplies 
to the Kosovo people are 
being donated by Jordan's 
private and pubUc organi- 


sations including pharma- 
ceutical firms. 

“The Jordanian govern- 
ment is angered and 
shocked because of the 
ongoing repression 
against the people of 
Kosovo and denounces 
the Serbian government’s 
obstinacy and its disre- 
gard to the international 
efforts seeking to find a 
just and peaceful solution 
to the Kosovo problem,” a 
government statement 
said on Thursday. 

It also added that “the 
Jordanian government 
calls on the Belgrade gov- 
ernment to immediately 
respond to international 
efforts, sign the agree- 
ment concluded recently 
in France to help end the 
violence, enable the dis- 
placed Kosovo people to 
return to their homeland 
safely and allow 
Yugoslavia to return to 
the international fold.” 

Also “the Jordanian 
government reiterates its 
support for the people of 
Kosovo and calls for an 
immediate halt to their 
sufferings ” the statement 
said. 


Jordan scraps 
censorship of 
all foreign publications 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
scrapped a 70-year old law 
demanding that all foreign 
and Arab periodicals be 
viewed by state censors 
before they hit the news- 
stands as pan of govern- 
ment efforts to introduce 
greater freedoms, an official 
said on Friday. 

However, the decision 
excluded pornographic 
materials as well as publica- 
tions prepared by religious 
missionaries, said Iyad Qat- 
tan, head of the Press and 
Publications Department. 

The PDD, affiliated to the 
Ministry of Information, 
had been, responsible for 
censoring all foreign, Arab 
and local periodicals as well 
as books by demanding to 
see copies of them before 
they are distributed. 

“This is the first time in 
the history of the depart- 
ment to lift this censorship 
from foreign newspapers 
and magazines.’' Qattan 
said. “The decision is part 


of a new era in Jordan.” he 
added. 

The PPD’s censorship 
methods included colouring 
in black, cutting out pages 
from foreign magazines, or 
banning the entire magazine 
if it exhibited pictures of 
semi-naked or naked 
women and sexually explic- 
it articles, in addition to 
materials that might be 
offensive to religions, or 
material considered contro- 
versial in any way. 

“Non-pomographic mag- 
azines. such as fashion or 
medical ones, that would 
occasionally show semi- 
naked women were banned 
before despite the fact that 
the aim of such pictures was 
not pornographic,” Qattan 
said adding that real 
“porno” magazines are not 
imported or distributed in 
Jordan. 

Qattan, who assumed 
office as PPD director six 
months ago, said only three 
“porno" magazines were 
banned from entering dur- 
ing that time. 


Construction begins 
on new traffic tunnels 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman Municipality has 
started constructing two 
new tunnels in Hashemi 
Shamali to ease traffic con- 
gestion. A municipality 
announcement on Friday 
said the first one-way tun- 
nel will link Hashemi 
Street with Army Street. It 
said the second" will link 
Army Street with Indepen- 
dence Street. Digging of 
the tunnels has begun and 
traffic is being diverted, 
officials said. Tbe munici- 


pality said the project, 
which was awarded to a 
local firm, will ease traffic 
flow at Yarmouk Street in 
eastern Amman. Over the 
past few years, the Amman 
Municipality has opened 
several tunnels to ease traf- 
fic congestion within the 
capital. Among those were 
the tunnels dug at Wadi 
Haddadeh, the Fifth Circle, 
Independence Street and 
the Third Circle. 


U.S. congressmen 
arrive in Amman 


AMMAN (XT.) — A 
United States Congres- 
sional delegation arrived 
in Amman on Thursday 
on a three-day visit to the 
Kingdom. 

The delegation is head- 
ed by Congressman Ben- 
jamin A. Gilman (Repub- 
lican, New York) and 
includes Congressmen 
Bob Filner (Democrat, 
California), Bernard 
Sanders (Independent, 
Vermont) and Earl F. 
Hilliard (Democrat, 
Alabama). 

Gilman, who was elect- 


ed to Congress in 1972. 
is the chairman of the 
House International 
Relations Committee. 

During the visit, dele- 
gation members on Sat- 
urday will meet with His 
Majesty King Abdullah 
and lay a wreath at the 
grave of the late King 
Hussein Ben Talal. They 
will also hold talks with 
senior Jordanian offi- 
cials. 


U.S. embassy to host 
annual computer show 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amer- 
ican Embassay opens its annu- 
al computer show on Tuesday 
at the Radisson SAS Hotel 

The Seventh Annual Ameri- 
can Computer Show will be 
held under the patronage of 
His Excellency Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul-Ra’ufS. Rawabdeh. 

The show is organised by 
the American Business Centre 
at the embassy. This year, 38 
local companies, representing 
dozens of U.S. computer hard- 
ware and software products 
and services, will display the 
latest American computer 
technologies. 

The two-day show will also 
feature seminars. The AMIR 
Programme and the Jordanian 
Society for ihe Protection of 
Intellectual Property Rights 
will present a seminar on 
copyright enforcement, 
including an overview of the 
Jordanian Copyright Law on 
April 8 from 7:30-9:30 p.m. In 
addition, the following com- 
panies will conduct seminars 
during the show: A! Ghanem 
Computer Systems & Solu- 
tions April 7. 10K30 am - 
noon; Autographies April 7, 
12:20 - 1:30 pm: Global 
Voice Systems April 7 5:00 - 
7:00 pm.; Ami-Tech April 7, 
7:30-9:30 pm.: Ideal System 
April 8, 10:00 am. -noon; and 
Specialised Technical Services 
5:00 - 7:00 pm. 


Companies will feature new 
products, including Silicon 
Graphics’ Visual NT Worksta- 
tion; Apple’s IMAC Flavors 
and PC G3; Global Vbice sys- 
tems UltraVfax Vbice 
Mail/Auw Attendant Systems; 
Erdas Imagine software in 
remote sensing; IBM’s Via 
Vbice (voice recognition) soft- 
ware, E-business concept and 
detachable keyboard with 
touchpad: QMS’ colour laser 
printer and colour copier; new 
Adobe software, and Motoro- 
la’s Flex Paging System. 

This year’s show is spon- 
sored by ACCESS, A1 
Ghanem Computer & Solu- 
tions, ARAMEX International 
Courier, FASTLINK, Firstnet, 
the Jordan Computer Society, 
MediaScope, Radisson SAS 
Hotel Amman, Sinam inte- 
grated Systems, Telecommu- 
nication and Networks Co. 
Ltd. (TEN), and the Coca- 
Cola Bottling Company of 
Jordan Ltd. 

Computer Show Hours 

Tbe Computer Show will 
open April 7-8, from 1(HX) 
am.-l:30 pm. for business- 
people (free of charge upon 
presentation of a business 
card), and from 5:00 pm.- 
IftOO for the general public 
(admission for the general 
public is 500 fils). 
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Yeltsin ousts 
chief lawman 
probing money 
laundering 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin cried 
for a second time Friday to 
sack his chief prosecutor a 
day after the lawman said he 
had evidence of the Russian 
elite laundering dirty money 
through Swiss bank accounts. 

Yeltsin ordered Yury 
Skuratov to be suspended for 
abuse of power, and urged the 
upper house of parliament, 
which last month flatly 
refused to approve the chief 
prosecutor’s ouster, to agree 
to sack the official. 

Russian television and news 
agencies reported that 
Skuratov had left the prosecu- 
tor's office early on Friday 
criticising his dismissal as 
“absolutely illegal.” His office 
was sealed and a new security 
detail was ordered to prevent 
him entering the building. 

Yeltsin's move is the latest 
twist in an extraordinary turn 
of events which has pitted the 
crusading prosecutor and his 
allies in parliament against the 
Kremlin and the business 
barons who have benefited 
controversially from the 
Yeltsin reform years. 

Skuratov has no shortage of 
enemies due to corruption 
probes into everyone from 
Central Bank officials to the 
so-called “oligarchs” notably 
including the shadowy Boris 
Berezovsky. Some of his 
investigations have led up to 
and inside the gates of the 
Kremlin itself. 

Yeltsin first tried to oust 
Skuratov in February, but the 
upper house federation 
Council refused to ratify it. 
claiming that Skuratov was 
the victim of a crude black- 
mail, attempt involving a 
videotape apparently showing 
him cavorting with prosti- 
tutes. 

Russia’s security chief 
Vladimir Putin said Friday 
dial experts believed that the 
tape was authentic, but that 
the authorities suspected pow- 
erful elements of orchestrat- 
ing the blackmail attempt. 

“We have reason to believe 
that these and other events 
have been paid for by people 
who are the subject of crimi- 
nal investigations who are 
being probed by the prosecu- 
tor general." Putin told the 
private NTV television. 

The authenticity of the tape 
nonetheless enabled Yeltsin to 


maintain that Skuratov was 
not fit for office as he had 
committed “actions which 
besmirch the honour of the 
prosecutor’s work,” accord- 
ing to a Kremlin statement 
sent to AFP. 

A criminal investigation ! 
into Skuratov’s actions has 
been launched, and the presi- 
dent was entirely within his 
rights to suspend the official 
for the duration of the probe. 
Kremlin officials said. 

The timing of the Kremlin 
offensive however was 
remarkable, coming barely a 
day after Skuratov sent a letter 
to Yeltsin hinting at the latest 
target of his seemingly inex- 
haustible investigations. 

“Fairly well-known” 
Russian figures had opened 
Swiss bank accounts with 
“the Russian underworld’s 
money,” he told NTV on 
Thursday evening. “This dirty 
money will attract gangsters 
and then Switzerland will 
cease to be a quiet country.” 
Skuratov discussed the dirty 
money problem late last 
month with his Swiss coun- 
terpart Carta del Ponte, who 
urged him to investigate a 
Swiss company called j 
Mabetex which was suspect- j 
ed of bribing senior Kremlin ! 
officials. 

On the same day. police ; 
sealed off several * Kremlin ! 
offices and confiscated secret \ 
documents to check whether : 
the Swiss company, which 1 
was renovating top Moscow- , 
government offices, had paid J 
kickbacks to win the lucrative • 
contracts. Mabetex has denied l 
any wrong-doing. J 

Communists in parliament j 
meanwhile, eager to seize on j 
any opportunity to gamer fur- ! 
ther evidence in their j 
impeachment drive against 
Yeltsin, said that the move to 
oust Skuratov was “unconsti- 
tutional” and proved the pres- 
ident was trying to protect 
Russia’s shadowy oligarchs. 

“Yeltsin is openly defending 
the mafia today." said Viktor 
Ilyukhin. “Yeltsin has become 
dangerous for the people and 
for Russia." 

Party chief Gennady 
Zyuganov added; “It's one 
more confirmation for all 
deputies and for the whole 
country that be is not capable 
of fighting corruption because 
he is a malicious lawbreaker. 


Russia concerned 
about grim prisons 


MOSCOW (R) — Justice 
Minister Pavel Krasheninnikov 
said on Friday he was deeply 
concerned about the grim con- 
ditions in Russian jails and 
overcrowded pre-trial centres. 

“You can’t help but feel for a 
girl of 18 who is waiting in a 
pre-trial detention centre for the 
third year because she stole a 
fir coat,” he told Reuters in an 
interview on Friday. 

“Some people are waiting 
five years because there are no 
judges. Is dial good? It’s not 
right." 

Although there are problems 
throughout the prison system. 
Krasheninnikov, at 34 Russia's 
youngest government minister, 
said he was especially worried 
by die pre-trial centres, where 
people often spend long spells 
in squalor awaiting trial. 

“The absolute majority of our 
pre-trial detention centres were 
built in the 18th and 19th cen- 
turies, can you imagine? 
Rooms meant for one are hold- 
ing 10, up to 15 people." he 
said 

“The conditions are very 
bad” The problem stems par- 
tially from procedures under 
which officials refuse to release 
most people charged with 
crimes until they face trial. 

Russia was prodded to make 
changes after it joined the 
Council of Europe in 1996. 
including transferring control 
of prisons from the interior 
mimsby to the justice ministry. 

The transfer was completed 
last August. Last year the 
Russian parliament also rati- 
fied the European Convention 


on Human Rights and the 
European Anti-Torture 

Convention. 

It fell to Krasheninnikov to 
make Europe's largest prison 
network, with a million people 
behind bars, more humane. But 
he acknowledged Russia’s 
prisons could not compare to 
Europe's institutions. 

“Things will never be like 
those in Europe. Russia is noth- 
ing like Europe. There will be 
normal conditions in tine with 
our economic realities,” he 

said 

Russia spends just a rouble a 
day. or four U.S. cents, on the 
maintenance of each prisoner. 

Bui the minister hopes parlia- 
ment will approve an amnesty 
for 94.000 prisoners this year to 
ease overcrowding. He also 
wants to end open-ended 
detention of suspects. 

“We’d like to limit pre-trial 
detention to one year for adults 
— but especially serious 
crimes such as murder might 
be longer — and six months for 
youths," he said 

Other measures the justice 
ministry is seeking are wider 
use of bail and other pro- 
grammes for people yet to go 
on trial. 

In addition to making condi- 
tions more humane. 
Krasheninnikov said he hoped 
the initiatives would reduce 
tuberculosis in the jails, which 
now affect about 100.000 
inmates, or one in 10. 

Krasheninnikov said he visits 
prisons about twice a month in 
his quest to improve condi- 
tions. 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin looks as the newly appointed executive secretary of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States Yuri Yarov takes his seat during a meeting in the Kremlin April 2 (Reuters photo) 


Russia’s Berezovsky 
never shirked controversy 


MOSCOW (R) — Boris 
Berezovsky, dismissed on 
Friday as secretary of the 
Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS), 
rose from car salesman to 
Kremlin power-broker in a 
controversial career which 
made him many enemies 
along the way. 

Never too shy for a head- 
line. he accused senior offi- 
cers in the former KGB 
security police of try ing to 
kill him. called for the 
Communist Party to be out- 
lawed for anti-semi tism and 
clashed bitterly with “young 
reformers” over privatisa- 
tion deals. 

But it was his reputed 
behind-the-scenes influence, 
as a friend of President 
Boris Yeltsin’s family and a 
financier of his 1996 reelec- 
tion campaign, that stirred 
the most emotions. 

As Yeltsin’s star waned 
along with his failing health 
and Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov — never close to 
Berezovsky — took up the 
reins of day-to-day power, 
the businessman also fell 
from favour. 


The leaders of the 12- 
member CIS. the loose body 
created when the Soviet 
Union collapsed, approved 
Yeltsin's request to sack 
Berezovsky during a sum- 
mit in Moscow. 

Berezovsky, speaking in 
the Ukrainian capital Kiev 
after his private plane was 
denied permission to land in 
Moscow, put a brave face on 
his dismissal and his 
replacement as CIS secre- 
tary by loyal Yeltsin aide 
Yuri Yarov.* 

“If the presidents of the 
CIS consider the naming of 
Yarov fine, then it is fine.” 
said Berezovsky, who is 53. 

He founded the Logovaz 
chain of car dealerships in 
1989 and has been widely 
reported to have large stakes 
in oil companies, airlines 
and the media, although he 
denies some of the reports. 

He has held several offi- 
cial posts, including a spell 
as deputy' secretary of the 
influential Security Council 
advisory body. He was 
appointed executive secre- 
tary of the CIS in April 1998 
with a brief to reinvigorate 


the feeble organisation. 

His influence in the 
Kremlin is widely believed 
to have gone deeper than the 
official '’posts he has occu- 
pied would suggest. 

Last year. Berezovsky's 
Nezavisimaya Gazyeta 
newspaper repeatedly called 
on Yeltsin to sack then 
Prime Minister Sergei 

Kiriyenko and replace him 
with e\-Premier Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. 

In August Yeltsin sacked 
Kiriyenko and but parlia- 
ment foiled his efforts to 
bring back Chernomyrdin. 
The episode led Communist 
leader Gennady Zyuganov 
to compare Berezovsky in 
parliament to Rasputin, the 
monk who wielded sinister 
influence over the family of 
the last Russian tsar. Nikolai 

n. 

The new prime minister. 
Primakov, signalled his dis- 
like of Berezovsky and 
made clear he wanted his 
government to be free of any 
influence from business 
groups. 

Berezovsky lost a key 
source of influence in 


December when Yeltsin 
sacked Valentin Yumashev 
as head of his administra- 
tion. 

Married with six children. 
Berezovsky is a member of 
Russia's prestigious 

Academy of Sciences anJ 
was once named by Vanity- 
Fair magazine as one of the 
world's 65 most powerful 
people — the only Russian 
on the list apart from 
Yeltsin. 

He was bom in Moscow- 
on Jan. 23. 1946. After grad- 
uating from the Moscow 
Institute of Timber 
Technology in 1967 and 
doing post-graduate 

research at Moscow 
University, he embarked on 
an academic career as an 
engineer. 

As deputy secretary of the 
Security Council from 
October 1996 to November 
1997, he helped implement 
the peace deal that ended 
Russia's war with the rebel 
Chechenya region. Since 
then he has been a go- 
between in talks to free 
hostages in Chechenya. 


Troops bring fragile calm to 
Indonesia’s Maluku province 


AMBON, Indonesia (AFP) 
— Troop reinforcements 
brought a fragile calm to the 
Indonesian city of Tual in 
the Maluku islands Friday 
after two days of Muslim- 
Christian violence which 
killed at least 11 people, 
police and residents said. 

“The situation is calm and 
under control. There were 
no more clashes or burning 
(Friday).” First Sergeant 
Luki of the Tual district 
police said. 

“It has been calm since 
last night but it is not yet 
peaceful. Tension remains 
and we don't know whether 
violence will break out 
again later today,” said 
Master Sergeant Istia, also 
from the district police. 

Istia said around 100 sol- 
diers had arrived from the 
provincial capital of Ambon 
early Friday and been 
immediately deployed 
around town — mainly in 


the old sector of Tual. worst 
hit by the violence. 

He said about 30 police 
mobile brigade members 
had also arrived from 
Ambon on Thursday. 

A doctor at the general 
hospital in Tual said 1 1 bod- 
ies had been brought to the 
hospital by late Thursday 
and another 17 were being 
treated for arrow, gunshot 
and machete wounds. 

The hospital was running 
low on medical supplies, 
chief doctor Nona 
Notanubud told AFP by 
phone. 

“We have asked the gov- 
ernment in Ambon to supply 
medicines and medical per- 
sonnel from the armed 
forces. Several migrant doc- 
tors want to leave because 
they don’t feel safe,” 
Notanubud said. 

Antara news agency said 
90 homes and buildings had 
been set on fire by late 


Thursday by rival factions 
in Tual. where a Christian 
priest and his son were 
among the dead. 

Molis, a shopkeeper in the 
city of 65,000 people 540 
kilometres southeast of 
Ambon, said security per- 
sonnel held talks with reli- 
gious leaders Thursday 
night in an effort to stop the 
bloodshed. 

He said he had been told 
by a soldier thar rioters 
would be shot on sight- The 
order could not be immedi- 
ately confirmed. 

“Muslims are going to the 
mosque (for Friday prayers) 
but I don’t know if 
Christians held (Good 
Friday) services.” he said. 

The Zion Protestant 
church in Tual held no mass 
Friday while the Catholic 
church in neighbouring 
Langgur. only separated by 
a bridged narrow strait from 
Tual, celebrated early mass. 


More than 200 people 
have been killed in clashes 
between Muslims and 

Christians across the 

Malukus since mid-January. 
The unrest has left wide- 
spread devastation. 

Police said Thursday they 
had only 42 men in Tual and 
were outnumbered. 

Before the arrival of the 
additional troops, the mili- 
tary had only mustered a 
company of local troops and 
about 100 personnel from 
local air force and navy 
bases. 

The clashes have forced 
thousands of villagers to 
flee to military barracks, 
halls and mosques in search 
of safety. 

Istia said some 2.500 peo- 
ple had sought refuge at the 
district police station while 
thousands more were shel- 
tering at other military 
installations in town, includ- 
ing at the air and navy bases. 


‘Private money to keep Mir in orbit’ 


MOSCOW (AP) — 
Russia’s space chief said 
Friday that several private 
investors have agreed to 
keep the ageing Mir space 
station in orbit after gov- 
ernment money for the 
13-year-old station runs 
out this August. 

Russian space agency 
chief Yuri Koptev refused 
to name any of the 
investors, but said a 
Canadian of Russian ori- 
gin has already donated 
$100,000 to finance Miffs 
operation. 


Koptev said some 
investors had asked that 
their money pay for scien- 
tific experiments aboard 
the craft, while others will 
contribute money towards 
its $250 million yearly 
maintenance fees, the 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. 

Space officials have 
said Mir could stay in 
orbit for three more years, 
but may be discarded as 
early as this August if no 
private funds are raised. 
The cash-strapped gov- 


ernment said it can no 
longer afford to keep Mir 
aloft. 

Meanwhile, a progress 
cargo ship blasted off for 
Mir on Friday from the 
Baikonur Cosmodrome in 
Kazakstan with fuel, 
food, medicine and equip- 
ment for biological exper- 
iments. The ship is 
expected to dock with Mir 
on Sunday, the Interfax 
news agency reported. 

The station, which was 
originally intended to run 
for only five years, has 


been running relatively 
trouble-free since a string 
of breakdowns and acci- 
dents in 1997. including a 
fire and a near fatal colli- 
sion with a cargo ship. 

The U.S. space agency 
NASA has long urged the 
Russian government to 
scrap Mir and commit its 
meager resources to the 
international space sta- 
tion, a 16-nation project 
that is a year behind 
schedule because of 
Russia's failure to build a 
key segment on time. 


NE WS IN BRIEF 

French president visits Mont Blanc 
tunnel following tragedy 

CHAMONIX. Fmn« -£• M - : 

Crisps 

high concentration of trucks on roadwavs ..nd es^- • 
ciallv in tunnels like me have here Ch rac s.id. 
Specifically he said. France s. pu>hm r tor the accel- 
eration of a project for a high-speed train linking L\ on 
with the Italian city ot Turin, now planned for -010. . 
The French government has called -o. a r ' * cw * 
security in alt tunnels in France, in particular the Mi ; r.t , 
Blanc tunnel which links France and Italy, all the . 
means necessary haw been put in place so that the 
inquire can be carried out in the most meticu.ous. sci- 
entific and rapid fashion." Chirac sato. French police 
were forced to call off their investigation inside the 
tunnel Thursday due to a risk that the root, severe!) 
weakened due to the fire, might cave in. A Belgian 
truck transporting flour and margarine caught lire last 
Wednesday about hallway through the 1 1 6 Kilometre 
tunnel. Meanwhile, officials, including ihe mayor ot^ 
Chamonix, the alpine resort tow n located at the foot of 
the road leading to the tunnel, charged that security . 
was inadequate. French Transport Minister Jean- 
Claude Gayssoi said on Friday that partial findings ot 
the inquiry into the causes of the fire would be ready ; 
by April 9. 

China ex-minister 
calls for educational reforms 


; BEIJING iR> — Wang Meng. fired as culture minister 
: months after China's 19S^ craekdow n on pro-democra- 
’ cy demonstrations, has called for educational reforms. 

• say ing students should be encouraged to “use their 
brains”. Wang advocated change to Chinese language 
and literature courses in elementary and high schools, 
the Wen Hui daily said in an edition seen on Friday. 
“No change will not do." Wang was quoted as saying. : 
Students should be allowed to “use their own brains, 
their own pens and their own words to write essays". 
Wang said, adding that multiple choice questions in 
language tests should be banned. Language teachers 
should encourage students to “write what they feel, be 
unique in language, independent-minded, imaginative, 
creative and satirical", Wang added. The 54-year-old 
novelist was purged during the 1957 anti-rightist earn- ' 
1 paign which banished almost one million intellectuals 
: to the country side after Mao Zedong “lured snakes out 
! of their holes" to criticise the Communist Party. Wang 
j was handpicked by reform-minded former Communist 
Party General Secretary Hu Yaobang to become culture ; 
minister in 1986 and adopted a basically hands-off pol- : 
icy towards fellow authors. Hu died on April 15. 1989, 
sparking student-led demonstrations for democracy 
that were crushed by the army on June 4 that year w ith ; 
heavy loss of life. Wang has been the target of diatribes ' 
in ultra-leftist magazines in recent years. 


Austria wants extradition of 
'Carlos the Jackal’, says lawyer 

! PARIS (AFP) — Austria has requested the extradition of 1 
j convicted terrorist Ilich Ramirez Sanchez, better known . 
j as “Carlos the Jackal”, his lawyer said Friday. Isabelle i 
| Coutant-Peyre said Carlos had been notified in jail that , 
Austria wanted to arrest him in connection with a 1 975 ; 
attack in Vienna against an OPEC meeting. Carlos was j 
sentenced to life imprisonment by a French court in j 
1997 for the 1975 killing of two police officers and an | 
informer during an attempt to apprehend him in a small 
Paris apartment. He faces trial in France for other i 
attacks. On Dec. 21. 1975. a commando led by Carlos j 
took 70 OPEC members, including ! 1 ministers, hostase j 
at a conference in Vienna. Three people were killed, the 
commando flew to safety and received S50 million ran- I 
som. The attack gave the world its first glimpse of the | 
Carlos, when in dark glasses and a black beret he was S 
seen smiling and shaking hands with the Austrian interi- I 
or minister on an airport tarmac before fly ing off to safe- 
ty. After more than 25 years on the run. he was seized in 
1994 by French agents in Sudan. 


‘Few young men and women 
among Kosovo refugees’ 

PARIS l AFP) — Emma Bonino. the European Union 
humanitarian affairs commissioner, on Fridav said thei 
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Tamil rebels kill 5 Sri Lankan 
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A picture made available by the United Nations World Food Programme shows stunted children resting at a nurs- 
ery in Kiim chon, in North Korea’s Hwanghae province, March 25, 1999. Sixty per cent of the 70 children at the 
nursery are stunted after four years of famine in the isolated country. United Nations aid officials say the country 
will run out of food this month, and is desperately in need of relief supplies (AFP photo) 

North Korea seen relocating 
4 two million people to country 


Kenya’s Moi reappoints 
Saitoti vice president 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya’s 
President Daniel Amp Moi 
said on Friday he was reap- 
pointing as vice president 
the man he demoted 15 
months ago, filling a long 
vacuum in the posL 
George Saitoti served as 
vice president under Moi 
for nine years until the last 
general elections, which 
Moi won in December 
1997, since when the post 
was left vacant 
Under Kenya’s constitu- 
tion, the 74-year-old Moi. 
in power since 1978, is due 
to step down in 2002 after 
his fifth term as president. 

His failure to appoint a 
vice president had pro- 
voked widespread criti- 
cism from opposition and 
business leaders concerned 
that the vacancy posed 


continuity problems. 

Moi made the announce- 
ment while addressing "a 
mam moth crowd" i n 

Limuiu town . close to the 
Kenyan capital Nairobi, an 
official statement said. 

The 55-year old profes- 
sor Saitoti retains his post 
at minister for planning 
and national development? 

Saitoti, a former mathe- 
matics professor, first 
served as a nominated 
member of parliament in 
1983, but chose to contest 
an elected seat in 1988 to 
.show he had support from 
his Maasai people of 
Kajiado, in Kenya's Rift 
Valley province. 

He also served as finance 
minister from 1983 to 
1992. 

Kenya’s economy was in 


decline and inflation was 
soaring, while the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) halted vital 
balance of payments sup- 
port in 1991 to reinforce its 
protest against mounting 
corruption and poor gover- 
nance. 

Saitoti was a central fig- 
ure in the Goldenberg 
scandal — Kenya’s biggest 
fraud case since indepen- 
dence from Britain in 
1963. As finance minister, 
he sanctioned an export 
compensation scheme 
under which businessman 
Kamlesh Pattni allegedly 
received more than $100 
million for non-existent 
gold and diamond exports. 

Kenya has Utile gold and 
no diamonds, and Puuni. 
along with three former 


government officials, is 
facing fraud charges in a 
Kenyan court. 

Saitoti has always strenu- 
ously denied any wrongdo- 
ing in the case, and says he 
acted with the full knowl- 
edge of the cabinet. 

He is close to powerful 
Cabinet Minister Nicholas 
Biwoti. who has remained 
Moi's closest adviser since 
he came to power in 1 978. 
Saitoti is a wealthy busi- 
nessman, owning several 
flower and vegetable 
farms, and holding direc- 
torships in a host of com- 
panies. 

He was bom of parents 
from Kenya's populous 
Kikuyu tribe, but is a natu- 
ralised Maasai, having 
lived in Maasailand as a 
boy. 


Former Zambian president 
escapes assassination attempt 


SEOUL (R) — Famine- 
stricken North Korea is 
relocating two million peo- 
ple to the countryside to 
increase the workforce on 
its battered farms. South 
Korea's spy agency said on 
Friday. 

Those being relocated 
were mostly jobless, repri- 
manded government offi- 
cials and criminals, it said. 

The two million people 
accounted for eight per cent 
of North Korea's total pop- 
ulation. a statement from 
the National Intelligence 

4 Service quoted its head as 
saying at a regular parlia- 

5 mentary briefing. 


The relocation began last 
year and one million people 
were being moved from the 
capita] Pyongyang for five 
years, the others moved 
from provincial cities until 
2001, the statement said. 

The agency also said 
crimes including prostitu- 
tion, bribery and smuggling 
were increasing in' the 
famine-stricken North. 

There were an increasing 
number of vagabonds, 
mainly due to worsening 
food shortages, it said. 

The number of vagabonds 
was estimated at around 
200.000 in all of 1998. up 
from 13.000 people in 


1 994. before Pyongyang 
was faced with food depri- 
vation, it said. 

South Korea’s intelli- 
gence agency did not reveal 
the source of the informa- 
tion. 

The United Nations said 
on Friday its World Food 
Programme (WFP) would 
launch an appeal for $280 
million worth of food aid 
for North Korea as it faces 
its annual lean period. 

May and June would put 
"stress” on the population 
because food from last 
year’s harvest would dry up 
in the government distribu- 
tion system by early April 


and new planting would 
only just be under way, 
David Morton, the U.N. 
humanitarian coordinator 
and WFP representative in 
North Korea, told a news 
conference in Beijing. 

North Korea is heavily 
dependent on international 
aid to feed its people after 
floods in 1995. followed by 
drought and other natural 
disasters, wreaked havoc on 
its agricultural system. 

Famine and related ill- 
nesses have killed up to two 
million North Koreans 
since then, according to 
U.S. congressional esti- 
mates. 


‘Indian opposition trying to 
destabilise government’ 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's ruling Hindu national- 
ists Friday accused the main 
opposition party of trying to 
topple the government, amid 
signs of growing discontent 
within the ruling coalition. 

Prime Minister Alai Behari 
Vajpayee's BJP party' said the 
ft Congress party was “strain- 

* ing Itself too hard to desta- 
bilise the government in the 
mistaken belief it will suc- 
ceed in its misadventure.” 

The Congress had "thrown 
all political morality and 
ethics to the wind to some- 
how or other destabilise the 
government.” BJP president 
Kushabhau Thakre told a 
party meeting in the western 
state of Goa. 

The meeting, attended by 
the BJP s top brass including 
Vajpavee and Home Minister 
Lai Krishna Advani, was to 
assess the party's perfor- 
mance ov er the past year and 
% map future strategy, officials 

• said. 

The meeting came a day 


after the regional AIADMK 
party, which has 1 8 members 
of parliament in Vajpayee’s 
multi-party coalition, threat- 
ened to pull out at an hour’s 
notice. 

The leader of the fractious 
ally. Jayalalitha Jayaram, had 
demanded the dismissal of 
Defence Minister George 
Fernandes over the uncere- 
monious sacking of India’s 
naval chief in December. 

The prime minister rejected 
the demand, ftirtber straining 
relations with Jayalalitha — a 
former movie star who has 
kept the Hindu nationalists 
on tenterhooks since 
Vajpayee took office in 
March last year. 

Jayalalitha threatened 
Thursday to withdraw her 
party's crucial support to the 
government after a cabinet 
minister denounced her, forc- 
ing the prime minister to hur- 
riedly disown the minister’s 
remarks. 

N. Bhaskar Rao, director of 
the independent Centre for 


Media Studies, said the BJP 
meeting in Goa would con- 
centrate on ironing out inter- 
nal differences, spats within 
the coalition and the fall-out 
of JayaJalitha’s public flirta- 
tion with the Congress. 

**They will try to reassert 
themselves. It is a psycholog- 
ical game because aU around 
things are falling apart," he 
told AFP. 

"Jayalalitha is trying to 
have both ends ... she is gaug- 
ing what is best for her," he 
said, referring to her party's 
stand that it could pull out 
from the ruling coalition at 
short notice. 

Jayalalitha is due to meet 
Indian President ICR. 
Narayanan on April 11. 
‘‘Everyone in the BJP will be 
looking at that with bated 
breath? That could be a 
bombshell or an earthquake,” 
said Rao. 

Rao described Vajpayee's 
statement that the govern- 
ment would not fall if one 
ally withdrew support as 


mere bravado. 

The government won a par- 
liamentary motion last month 
by a slender majority. Rao 
said: “If Jayalalitha leaves 
with her 18 people, where 
does that leave (the prime 
minister)?” 

Analysts say other shadows 
darkening the meeting are an 
increasing divide between 
the moderates in the party, 
led by Vajpayee, and the 
Hindu hardliners, who look 
up to Advani. 

There is also a deep divi- 
sion within the party on con- 
tinuing and broadening eco- 
nomic reforms as well as the 
dismissal of the navy chief. 

The BJP's troubles are 
compounded by the fact that 
the Congress, led by the 
I tali an -born Sonia Gandhi, 
appears to be bracing for 
fresh elections. 

Rao said the fate of the 
BJP-led coalition was at best 
uncertain. ‘1 do not see them 
lasting till the year-end,” he 
said. 


Missing N. Korean crewmen 
may have been trapped 
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either in their cabins, with a 
few in the engine room ” said 
Sigamany. “Maybe, I say 
maybe, this is the reason why 
we do not have any word on 
the fare of missing crew- 
men.” 

The accident was the first 
collision of ships from die 
two hostile Korean countries 
in international waters. The 
Koreas were divided into the 
Communist North and die 
capitalist South in 1945. 
They are technically still at 
war as their 1950-53 conflict 
ended with an armistice, not 
a peace treaty. 

Shipping agents in 
Colombo" for the North 
Korean ship said they 
believed ihe missing crew 
were all North Koreans. 

The two North Korean 
crewmen were rescued 
Thursday by the South 
Korean vessel following the 
accident late Wednesday 

night. 


They were identified as 
Pak Yong Ho and Hwang 
Kyung Ho. 

The crash took place 560 
kilometres off the southern 
port city of Galle, Sri Lanka, 
said Colombo radio. 

In Seoul, South Korea, the 
Hyundai shipping company 
said its 61, 150-tonne con- 
tainer ship. The Duke, collid- 
ed with the Manpoho, a 
7,000-tonne cement earner 
from North Korea, roughly 
between Sri Lanka and 
Sumatra, Indonesia. 

Hyundai officials said the 
South Korean vessel had left 
the scene of the collision for 
Colombo, the Sri Lankan 
capita], alter failing to find 
the 37 missing crewmen. 
The South Korean vessel, 
described as far better 
equipped than the outdated 
North Korean one, was on its 
way to Europe with electron- 
ics and other export items 
when the accident occurred. 


It was not immediately 
clear what caused the colli- 
sion or whether the South 
Korean vessel had suffered 
any damage. 

Sri Lankan rescue tug 
boats resumed searching the 
area for any survivors Friday 
morning. A Panama-regis- 
tered vessel “Pacific Master" 
which is in the area also has 
joined in the search. 

‘Two Indian ships are also 
joining soon in the search in 
hope that the missing crew- 
men are located," Sigamany 
said. 

A search and rescue coor- 
dinating centre also was sci 
up on Thursday in 
Vishakapamam, a port city in 
neighbouring India. 

Indian helicopters were 
also put into service. 

At least one Indian ship 
also was in the vicinity when 
the accident occurred in the 
major shipping lane off Sri 
Lanka. 


LUSAKA. Zambia (AP) 
— Former President 
Kenneth Kaunda escaped 
assassination when gun- 
men fired on his car out- 
side his home in Lusaka, 
(he Zambian capital. 

Kaunda, 75. was still 
inside his home when 
three gunmen opened fire 
and riddled the car with 
bullets Thursday night 
when it arrived outside the 
house in Lusaka's exclu- 
sive Kabulonga suburb. 

“It is clear they wanted 
me. Why shoot where I 
usually sit?” Kaunda told 
reporters Friday. 

He said he would make 
no further comment as be 
was fasting and mourning 
the recent death of his sis- 
ter. 

Edward Chanda, one of 
Kaunda’s bodyguards, 
said he saw three 


assailants following 
Kaunda's Land cruiser in a 
white Toyota minibus. 

As Kaunda's vehicle 
approached the gate of his 
home, one man jumped 
out of the minibus, draw- 
ing an assault rifle from 
under his coat, Chanda 
said. 

“1 saw the gun and 
shouted at my friends in 
the car that the man was 
armed. So everyone went 
under the seats.” Chanda 
said. 

The attackers opened 
fire and three shots hit the 
front of the vehicle. 

One bodyguard, Solam 
Zimba, was seated where 
Kaunda normally rides 
and he “jumped out and 
the bullets passed through 
the opened door,” Chanda 
said. 

The attackers sped away 


and police were looking 
for the minibus. 

None of the three men in 
Kaunda's vehicle were 
hurt. The attack occurred 
about S: 15 p.m. (1815 
GMT). 

Kaunda's son, Wezi 
Kaunda. accused the gov- 
ernment of President 
Frederick Chiluba of stag- 
ing the attack to eliminate 
the veteran politician and 
call early elections. 

“The government is cer- 
tainly involved,” said the 
younger Kaunda. 

But Bernard Mayona, a 
senior assistant police 
commissioner, said police 
do not yet know the 
motive, the South African 
Press Association report- 
ed. 

The former president, 
who led the country to 
independence in 1964 and 


ruled for 27 years, was 
slightly wounded in anoth- 
er attack in August 1997. 
His son contended there 
still has been no investiga- 
tion into that attack. 

Thursday’s attack came 
on the day that Kaunda 
appealed to the supreme 
court in an effort to over- 
turn a lower court ruling 
that stripped him of his 
Zambian citizenship. 

The court ruled 
Wednesday that Kaunda 
never properly renounced 
his Malawian nationality 
and therefore was not a 
Zambian citizen. 

Kaunda, born to 
Malawian immigrants in 
northeastern Zambia, 
retains his rights to 
Zambian residence until 
the supreme court rules on 
the appeal, said Kaunda’s 
attorney. Patrick Mvunga. 
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Ritter’s recommendation 

FORMER U.N. weapons inspector in 
Iraq Scott Ritter is no friend of Iraq, 
and when he told the London-based 
Arabic newspaper AI-Hayat last week 
that Iraq has already been disarmed 
and no longer poses a threat to its neigh- 
bours, he should be taken seriously. The 
ex-U.S. marine knows what he is talking 
about when it comes to Baghdad’s mili- 
tary capabilities in nuclear, chemical 
and biological warfare because he was a 
key member of the U.N. weapons inspec- 
tion team operating in Iraq for several 
years. “Today,” said Ritter on Tuesday, 
“Iraq no longer possesses arms of mass 
destruction.” “Where are the biological 
arms factories? They have been 
destroyed.” Where are the chemical 
weapons factories? They have been 
destroyed,” added Ritter. 

True the former inspector also said 
that Baghdad still has the know-how to 
develop nuclear weapons, but which 
Country these days does not? At a time 
wlteti Iriaq’s nuclear programme and its 
means of delivery have been destroyed 
and dismantled, there are no justifica- 
tions left for the continuation of the eco- 
nomic sanctions being imposed on the 
Arab country by the U.N. Security 
Council. A system of long-term monitor- 
ing of Iraq’s weapons programme 
rather than inspections is what Ritter is 
recommending in futnre dealing with 
Baghdad. This makes sense against the 
backdrop of the elimination of Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction. 

If the West is still entertaining anxi- 
eties about Iraq and its regime, the idea 
of imposing a long-term monitoring sys- 
tem is a much more effective way of 
keeping tabs on the country than keep- 
ing its people deprived, not only of the 
basic necessities but also opportunities 
for economic development and progress. 
It is high time to open a new chapter on 
Iraq and allow it to regain its place in 
the international community. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Fated Fanek made a comparison between the perfor- 
mance of both the Jordan Electricity Company (JEO and Jordan 
Telecommunications Company (JTC). On the 22nd of every 
month, a JEC employee comes to read the meter and after one 
week a another one comes to deliver the bill and take the money, 
said Fanek. The JTC issued its last bill for the December period. 
This means that there are JD45 million in outstanding payments, 
said Fanek. which will result in a JDS million annual loss. The 
JTC should be foster than the JEC in getting payments, each call 
being registered automatically, said the writer, so why. he asked, 
is the JEC more efficient in this respect? Tte reason is obvious: 
the JEC is a private company while the JTC is government- 
owned and there are big differences between the two when it 
comes to the quality of services and achievements, because of the 
bureaucratic nature of the public sector. Changing the name from 
foundation to company did not do anything, and the firm is still 
unable to publish on annual phone book although aD numbers 
have been changed, Fanek said. 

A1 RaTs Taher Adwan said the coming municipal elections are 
important not only because they are democratic practice, but 
because a municipal council is (Erectly responsible for develop- 
ing municipal areas and defending residents rights. In developed 
countries, Adwan added, a municipal council is the reference to 
organise all services and projects within the municipality includ- 
ing hospitals, police, etc. Unfortunately, most of Jordan's munic- 
ipalities and villages have for a long time been unotganised, 
which has prevented people from enjoying many vital services, 
according to Adwan. The writer said most of foe committees and 
councils appointed by the Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment were not responsible enough to 
capably organise municipalities especially in the 60s and 70s. 
Most of the areas of foe Jordanian countryside sutler from seri- 
ous environmental problems caused by pollution and insufficient 
technological projects. Adwan said he hopes that foe coming 
elections will witness awareness of support for the organisation 
and development of these area and tire fight against pollution. 


A chance for Arafat to prove his mettle 


PALESTINIAN LEADER Yasser 
Arafat has been subjected to a loud 
crescendo of voices warning 
against his avowed intention to 
declare an independent Palestinian 
state on May 4. the deadline for 
negotiations on technical details 
and implementation of accords 
reached under the broad framework 
of the Oslo agreements of 1993. 
Arafat has been sending mixed sig- 
nals about his disposition and incli- 
nation to heed such voices. But one 
thing is clear Arafat will be wast- 
ing 'an excellent diplomatic and 
political opportunity if he simply 
abandons the idea to declare state- 
hood without securing unequivocal 
American and European endorse- 
ment of the Palestinian right to do 
so on a specific date. The 
Palestinians have already compro- 
mised heavily and made painful 
sacrifices to reach this point in the 
Middle East peace process, and it 


would be nothing short of signing 
away Palestinian rights once and 
for all if Arafat simply folds his 
intended declaration and waits for 
the Israelis io be good and ready io 
resume negotiations. 

Indeed, such a declaration with- 
out a clear definition of the borders 
of the Palestinian entity — not to 
mention a definite hardening of the 
Israeli position, including a total 
collapse of the peace process — 
carries a host of dangerous political 
repercussions. But, with signs 
emerging that Arafat is most likely 
to pul off the move, the focus is on 
what he could get out of a post- 
ponement. 

Reports from Europe indicate 
that the European Union |EU). 
with the active support of the 
United States, is drafting a state- 
ment endorsing the Palestinian 
right to independent statehood in 
return for Arafat delaying his decla- 


ration. If those reports are true, then 
Arafat is indeed proving that he has 
learnt much from his' experience 
with the tough negotiating tactics 
of the Israelis. And, assuming that 
the idea of such an EU statement 
came from Arafat, we in Jordan are 
particularly elated that the 
Palestinian president is showing his 
people and the rest of the Arabs that 
the descriptions applied to his 
negotiating style are no longer 
valid. 

In his meeting with Arafat. U.S. 
President Bill Clinton is reported to 
have reaffirmed his determination 
to protect and advance the peace 
process. That pledge should been 
seen against the backdrop of the 
humiliation that Clinton suffered at 
the hands of the Republican-led 
camp which sought to oust him 
from the White House in the 
Monica Lewinsky affair. 

The bulk of the Republican-led 
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leadership is heavily pro-Israeli, 
and it is not beyond imagination to 
expect Clinton "to try to get back at 
them by bringing pressure to bear 
upon Israel in the peace process: 
much more so. given that Clinton 
does not have any preoccupation 


with re-election. . _ 
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Sinai breaks and Balkan bloodshed 


Textbook Vacationing 

WE WENT to the Sinai in Egypt Iasi week- 
end for a few days' relaxation, a motley 
group composed of an American (your hum- 
ble narrator), a Briton, and a colleague with 
dual Britishflordanian nationality. Boldly, 
we set out in high spirits for Dahab. that 
oasis of sin on the Red Sea. with a plan that 
included no plans at aD but to forget what 
was going on in foe rest of the world for a 
while. Our route and means of transport to 
Egypt seemed simple and straightforward: 
from Amman to Aqaba via service taw, then 
on to Nuweiba with the ferry, and from there 
to Dahab. again by service. So foolproof was 
our plan that we calculated we would reach 
our destination weD before the evening set 
in, beating a friendly rival group (all conti- 
nental Europeans) taking a different route. 

Alas, my readers and friends, this is where 
the weepy part of foe story begins. As foe 
crow flies, the ship sails, or the service dri- 
ves. we should have been in Dahab in time 
to watch the sun set over a few cold, albeit 
Egyptian, beers. But in our idealistic visions 
of a hassle-free journey, we overlooked one 
small item: we were travelling in tire Middle 
East, a region where the amplest thing 
becomes a herculean task and most coun- 
tries' idea of vacationing is survival of the 
finest From the outset we were plagued by 
the poor driving skills of taxi operators, espe- 
cially in the proximity of sharp curves on 
cliffs, the extreme inefficiency of the Aqaba 
Fort Authority, rip-off artists, thieves, and, 
probably the most damning factor. lessons in 
better tourism. 

Yes. it's true. These valuable lessons, in the 
end. did us in. making an already costly trip 
foot much more expensive and adding a 
unwanted day onto our “vacation." Our dual 
nationality colleague. "OK" (not his real 
name), made the grave mistake of travelling 
on his Jordanian passport Upon reaching 
Nuweiba port the Anglo-American team 
made it out with no problems while “OK” 
was herded along with other Arabs travelling 
on foe ship and subjected to a little Egyptian 
hospitality. i.e_ treated like a criminal and 
sent to the security department for over two 
hours. While some other Arab citizens made 
it out of the port with little or no trouble (a 
group of drunken young Jordanian elites; 
wealthy Gulf residents), OK was abused by 
a petty pen official for stepping over an 
invisible line in the sand apparently designed 
to keep foe derelicts (passengers) at bay. 
among other infractions. 

I must say. it baffled and angered me at 
first. An Egyptian port official abusing a 
Jordanian visiting one of Egypt’s prime 
tourist areas didn't seem to nuke much 
sense within the framework of foe ideals of 
the Arab Nation. But then I started analysing 
the situation and, l believe, drew foe appro- 
priate conclusion. It was all for OK s own 
benefit a bit of the tough love, "kiss-my- 
butt-and-can-ft-ice-cream" treatment, sure to 
make an otherwise dull run of foe mill vaca- 
tion really stand out and to encourage further 
visits to Egypt And besides, you never real- 
ly can sure who you can trust, can you?. 


The rest of foe trip confirmed my new. 
penetrating observation. Taxi driver, dump- 
ing passengers in the middle of foe desert if 
they refuse to pay outrageous sums — a lev 
son in negotiation and business .Arabic. 
Gerks selling tickets for a desperately need- 
ed ship that 'they know isn't sailing due to 
high winds — a study in maritime affaire, 
emergency budget management and fluid 
time perception. Visa problems preventing 
travel through Israel without weeks of prepa- 
ration — a demonstration of the intricacies 
and benefits of a peace treaty. Theft of trea- 
sured. irreplaceable cassette tapes — a mini- 
course in expanding musical tastes and prop- 
erty protection. 

Yes, I must hand it to the Egyptians — 
they have a textbook tourism industry. I 
heartily recommend thai everyone take a 
vacation to Egypt, which will te even more 
enjoyable if you are a fluent Arabic speaker 
and tough negotiator or an extremely 
wealthy individual who enjoys abuse. 

Setting the clock forward 

NATO CONTINUES its bombing cam- 
paign in Yugoslavia, ostensibly in order to 
protect ethnic Albanian citizens from 
Serbian actions which reportedly include 
ethnic cleansing, rape, and indiscriminate 
killings. This has drawn loud and vigorous 
protests from several countries, notably 
Russia, China and India, who oppose mili- 
tary intervention against a sovereign country 
without a mandate from the UN. A number 
of issues have been raised by this episode, 
including foe involved parties' grasp of his- 
tory, circumstances under which it is per- 
raissable to “violate" a country's "sovereign- 
ty," foe value of military force in settling dis- 
putes, and the emerging political landscape 
as the world (hopefully) enters the 21st cen- 
tury. 

Several comments by leading politicians 
on the Yugoslavia situation have been diffi- 
cult to comprehend or contradictory. Take, 
for instance. Secrecy of State Madeleine 
Albright's optimistic assessment that the 
NATO strikes, in the same region that set off 
WWL shouldn't hann U,S.-Russia relations. 
President Gin ton now seems to be heading 
towards going back on both the pledges that 
ground forces would not be introduced and 
that Kosovo would not be split off from 
Yugoslavia. Israeli Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon, who presided over the riwirh of 
2,000 Palestinians at a refugee camp in 
Lebanon fo 1981 has Issued a statement foal 
be is opposed to the killing of innocent civil- 
ians. More ominous is the talk by Russian 
military officers of deploying nuclear 
weapons in foe event that Russia's'“security" 
is threatened, ft makes one wonder where 
foe Yugoslavia bombing is heading, or more 
to the point for what reasons it began. 

Since, however, the air strikes have begun, 
their value, if any, in ending foe bloodshed 
should be taken into consideration. So far. 
there are many more, not fewer, refugees 
fleeing in tenor, villages bunting and people 
being killed. Ii is also difficult to see hew can 
Cruise missiles and rockets siop mass 
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killings. It doesn't take much to minder a 
large number of people at one time, as one 
commentator pointed out — few guns did 
foe job at Racak where 45 Kosovan civilians 
were executed. If NATO's aim was to protect 
innocent civilians with air strikes alone, the 
alliance made a tragic miscalculation. 

Finally, foe most important issue raised by 
the NATO- Yugoslavia affair foe inviolabili- 
ty of a country's sovereignty. Specifically, 
foe questions focus on foe circumstances 
under which foreign intervention into an 
independent state's affairs is pemtissable and 
what party or parties should be entrusted to 
intervene. Many of the countries opposing 
the NATO action fear that it wfll set a prece- 
dent of support for separatist movements 
that may affect them: China with Tibet, 
Russia with Chechenya, India with Kashmir. 
Another concern is foe bypassing of foe 
UN. by NATO, which many see as simply 
another cover for the U.S. font allows it to 
further its own interests and aims, thus in 
effect making the U.S. a sort of world police- 
man. 

However, if foe testimonies of thousands 
of Kosovo refugees can be believed, there is 
an ongoing campaign to displace or force 
them from their homes, at the very least 
Adding to foe problem are the memories of 
the 1991-1995 Balkans conflict, in which 
documented atrocities were carried out. The 
issue then, on humanitarian grounds, is not 
whether to intervene but how. In this respect, 
NATO and the UN. both fall short of foe 
mark, monolitic remnants, in their current 
state, of the Cold War. incapable of dealing 
with new developments in a world without 
foe Soviet Union. Intervention is needed in 
Yugoslavia, but it seems that NATO is not 
the best vehicle for doing so. 

RECOMMENDED READING: The 
Shadow over Innsmoutk, by Rj> 
Lovecrqft The narrator of this novella 
makes a visit to an ancient, secluded town 
in New England as pan of a tour to find out 
more about his family roots. There he 
makes a horrible discovery that almost 
costs him his life and in the end costs him 
his soul Though bmcrafi wrote in the 
1920s and 30s, his brand of horror, in 
which no one escapes, stiR has a gripping 
quality among contemporary audiences. 


War without 
casualties 


By Gwynne Dyer 

IT IS grotesque and some- 
how shameful to try to wage 
war without suffering any 
casualties at all. It is also very 
stupid. 

Some airman among foe 
NATO forces bombarding 
Yugoslavia may have died 
by the time you read this, but 
| as I write, "after a week of 
i bombing. foe Western 
alliance's political leaders 
and senior commanders 
I have succeeded in their aim 
i of 'punishing' Serbian dicta- 
i tor Slobodan Milosevic 
i without sacrificing a single 
NATO serviceman's life, 
i What they have on their 
’ hands, however, is not a suc- 
; cess. It is a strategic and 
i humanitarian disaster. 

If you do not instantly sec 
w hy NATO's policy of using 
! air" power without ground 
troops is so craven and repel- 
lent. I cannot easily persuade 
you. for these arc "emotional 
"and moral judgements. But 
the stupidity of foe policy 
was obvious before foe first 
bomb dropped, it is manifest 
now in foe horror' befalling 
the innocent population of 
Kosovo, and it will grow 
ever clearer until the alliance 
is forced, not many days 
from now. to commit ground 
troops. 

The only reason that 
NATO’s casualties will prob- 
ably not grow into the thou- 
sands is that foe Serb army is 
not very good at fighting. 
Armies that loot and mas- 
sacre rarely are. 

In all the wars in which 
Milosevic has destroyed foe 
old Yugoslavia, his army has 
never fought without mas- 
sive superiority in weapons, 
and even then it has had lim- 
ited success against deter- 
mined opposition. Fighting 
against well-trained, prof e£ 
sional troops and under con- 
stant air attacks, it is likely to 
stan breaking up quite soon. 
Which is just as well, 
because there are not going 
to be a lot of those profes- 
sional NATO troops for quite 
a while. 

The only NATO troops 
near Kosovo are the 12,000 
in Macedonia — which, like 
Kosovo, is a landlocked 
country that is quite hard to 
get to. 

The only good port and 
road connections into 
Macedonia run through 
Greece, which is not likely to 
make them available because 
it is secretly sympathetic to 
Serbia, 

You can also get to Kosovo 
directly through Albania and 
Montenegro, but foe road* 
through Albania to Kosovo 
are not good. Even if 
Montenegro does secede 
from Yugoslavia in foe next 
few r weeks, it will not want to 
risk igniting a civil war bv 
opening its territory to troops 
at war with Serbia 
So foe only way to o e r 
NATO troops into Kosovo 
quickly is to send in the ones 
already in Macedonia, light- 
ly equipped as they are. and 
follow them up with rein- 
forcements who also get io 
Macedonia by air. 

. JP" 5 is obviously an unsat- 
isfactory way of doino 
mrngs, though combined 
with NATO air power it will 
Probably work against low- 

S?*,. °PP one nts 

like foe Serbs. But how 

could foe NATO comn^. 


ders hav c teen so stupid as to 
set into this situation? Why 
didn't NATO sutl 
Macedonia full of troops anJ 
heavy weapons during foe 
months w hen it was trying to 
bluff the Serb" into stopping 
foe etiinic cleansing of 
Macedonia? Then at least ii 
would have h.ul an adequate 
intervention force at h.ind if 
air strikes didn't terrify 
Milosevic into 'Uhmission. 
and foe ‘massacre time' live 
foe Kosovars have long pre- 
dicted came to pass. As it 
has. 

The NATO countries did- 
n't take thi‘» basic precaution 

— foe of thing you'd be 
thrown off foe Staff College 
course for neglecting to do 

— because they didn't want 
to rouse opposition ar home 
by putting any more ground 
troops any-w here near 
Kosovo. They were busy 
swearing to their respective 
publics foa* n»> NATO 
infantry man would ever fight 
in foe Balkans, and symbol- 
ism won out over strategy. 

So why are they now 
going to commit ground 
troops anyway? Because if 
they don't. Milosevic wins. 
Two million Kiwowir* 
become refugees destabilis- 
ing all foe surrounding coun- 
tries. Kosovo itself becomes 
a desert to be repopulated 
eventually, perhaps, by 
Serbs, and NATO celebrates 
its 50fo anniversary later this 
month as a fresh corpse. 

If foe alliance dares not 
commit its ground troops 
even in this low -risk situa- 
tion. to stop a horrendous 
genocide thin is happening 
almost before its eyes, then 
precisely what would it use 
them for? Why would anv- 
one trust NATO to defend 
them? So NATO will go in 
on foe ground — and the sol- 
diers will not mind, though 
they have every right *io 
despise foe politicised gener- 
als and cowardly politicians 
who have made their job so 
much more difficult. They 
understand, at foe practical 
level, that it their govern- 
ment never dares to commit 
them to combat under anv 
circumstances, eventually 
foe public will ask whv it has 
to pay for them at all.’ 

They also understand, at a 
more profound level, that 
this demeaning and ludi- 
crously impracticable notion 
of a war without casualties 
(on our side) robs them of 
their dignity. Whatever the 
justice of foe cause, foe busi- 
ness of foe military is killing 
and destruction, and there is 
no honour in that: just 
squalor and horror. 

What ghes to solder- ; 

moral siaiure is not his profi- 
ciency at killing, but his will- 
ingness. if nee d he. to sacri- 1 
fice his own life. Of course a 
good soldier will always try 
® casualties down, 
above all on his own side, but 
also on foe other side if foal is : 
compatible uifo unainin* the ■ 
objective. But to BAN i^su- 
alties. to build strategy 
around a policy of no casual - 
at all. is to reduce sol* 
*™. 1 ? *** level of mere 
technicians of killing. They 
deserve better foan font. ' 
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The current bombings: Behind the rhetoric 


By Noam Chomsky 

n®$E many inquiries concemina 

NATO I meaning pnmarily US.) bombin* in 
connection with Kosovo, A great deal has been 
written about the iwpic.and I*d like to make a few 
general observations, keeping to facts that are not 
seriously contested. 

TTiere are two fundamental issues: 1 1 ) What 
^ applicable “rules of world 

onkr ; (2) How do these or other considerations 
apply m fee ease uf Kosovo? 

til ^ a nigime of international law and 
international order, binding on all states, based 
on the UR ' Charter and subsequent resolutions 
and World Corn decisions. In brief, the threat or 
use of force is banned unless explicitly autho- 
rised by tfc Security Council after ii has deter- 
mined that peaceful means have failed, or in self- 
defence against “aimed attack" (a narrow con- 
cept} until the Security Council acts. 

There is, of course, more to say. Thus there is 
at least a tension, if not an outright contradiction, 
between the rules of world order laid down in the 
UR Chaner and the rights articulated in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UD),a 
second pillar of the world order established 
under U.S. initiative after World War a The 
Charter bans torce violating state sovereignty; 
the UD guarantees the rights of individuals 
against oppressive states. The issue of “humani- 
tarian intervention" arises from this tension. It is 
the right of “humanitarian intervention" that is 
claimed by the U.S7NATO in Kosovo, and that 
is generally supported by editorial opinion and 
news reports tin the latter case, refkxrvely, even 
by the very choice of terminology). 

The question is addressed in a news report in 
the NY Times (March 27), headlined “Legal 
Scholars Support Case for Using Force" in 
Kosovo (March 27). One example is offered: 
Allen Gerson. former counsel to the U.S. mis- 
sion to the UN. Two other legal scholars are 
cited. One. Ted Galen Carpenter, “scoffed at the 
Administration argument" and dismissed the 
alleged right of intervention. The third is Jack 
Goldsmith, a specialist on international law at 
Chicago Law school. He says that critics of the 
NATO bombing “have a pretty good legal argu- 
ment." but “many people think [an exception for 
humanitarian intervention] does exist as a matter 
of custom and practice." That summarises the 
evidence offered to justify the favoured conclu- 
sion stated in the headline. 

Goldsmith's observation is reasonable, at least 
if we agree that facts are relevant to the determi- 
nation of “custom and practice." Wfe may also 
bear in mind a truism: the right of humanitarian 
intervention, if it exists, is premised cm the “good 
faith" of those intervening, and that assumption 
is based not on their rhetoric but on their record, 
in particular their record of adherence to the prin- 
ciples of international law. World Court deci- 
sions. and soon. That is indeed a truism, at least 
with regard to others. Consider, for example, 
Iranian offers to intervene in Bosnia to prevent 
massacres at a time when the West would not do 
so. These were dismissed with ridicule (in feet, 
ignored): if there was a reason beyond subordi- 
nation to power, it was because Iranian “good 
faith" could not be assumed. A rational person 
then asks obvious questions: is the Iranian record 
of intervention and terror worse than that of the 
US.? .And other questions, for example: How 
should we assess the “good faith” of the only 
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country to have vetoed a Security Council reso- 
lution calling on all states to obey international 
law? What about its historical record? Unless 
such questions are prominent on the ajpda of 
discourse, an honest person will dismiss it as 
mere allegiance to doctrine. A useful exercise is 
to determine bow much of the lirerature — 
media or other — survives such elemeniaiy con- 
ditions as these. 

(2) There has been a humanitarian catastrophe in 
Kosovo in the past year, overwhelmingly attrib- 
utable io Yugoslav military forces. The main vic- 
tims have been ethnic Albanian Kosovars, some 


‘Despite the 
desperate efforts 
of ideologues to 
prove that circles 
are square, there 
is no serious 
doubt that the 
NATO bombings 
further undermine 
what remains of 
the fragile 
structure of 
international law’ 


90 per cent of the population of this Yugoslav ter- 
ritory. The standard estimate is 2000 deaths and 
hundreds of thousands of refugees. 

In such cases, outsiders have three choices: 

(T) try to escalate tire catastrophe 
(IT) do nothing 

. .(HI) try to mitigate the catastrophe . ._ 

The choices are illustrated by other con tempo- 
rary cases. Let’s keep to a few of approximately 
the same scale, and ask where Kosovo fits into 
the pattern. 

(A) Colombia. In Colombia, according to 
State Department estimates, the annual level of 
political killing by the government and its para- 
rafliiaiy associates is about at the level of Koso- 
vo, and refugee flight primarily from their atroc- 
ities is well over a million. Colombia has been 
the leading Western hemisphere recipient of US. 
arms and training as violence increased through 


the ‘90s, and that assistance is now increasing, 
under a “drug war" pretext dismissed by almost 
all serious observers. The Clinton administration 
was particularly enthusiastic in its praise for 
President Gaviria, whose tenure in office was 
responsible for “appalling levels of violence,” 
according to human rights organisations, evetr 
surpassing his predecessors. Details are readily 
available. 

In this case, the U.S. reaction is (I): escalate the 
atrocities. 

B) Turkey. By very conservative estimates, 
Turkish repression of Kurds in the “90s fells in 
the category of Kosovo. It peaked in the early 
'90s; one index is the flight of ova- a million 
Kurds from the countryside to the unofficial Kur- 
dish capital Diyarbakir from 1990 to 1994, as the 
Turkish army was devastating the countryside. 
1 994 marked two records: it was “the year of the 
worst repression in the Kurdish provinces’' of 
Turkey, Jonathan Randal reputed from the 
scene, and the year when Turkey became “the 
biggest single importer of American military 
hardware arid thus the world's largest arms pur- 
chaser" When human rights groups exposed 
Turkey's use of U.S. jets to bond) villages, the 
Ctimon administration found ways to evade laws 
requiring suspension of arms deliveries, much as 
it was doing in Indonesia and elsewhere. 

Colombia and Turkey explain their (UJS.-sup- 
ported) atrocities on grounds that they are 
defending their countries from the threat of ter- 
rorist guerrillas. As does the government of 
ftgoslavia. 

Again, the example illustrates (I): try to esca- 
late the atrocities. 

(O Laos. Every year thousands of people, 
mostly children and 'poor femurs, are killed in 
the Plain of Jars in Northern Laos, fee scene of 
(be heaviest bombing of civilian targets in histo- 
ry it appears, and arguably the most cruel: Wash- 
ington's furious assault oa a poor peasant society 
had little to do with its wars in the region. The 
worst period was from 1968, when Washington 
was compelled to undertake negotiations (under 
popular and business pressure), ending fee regu- 
lar bombardment of North Vietnam. Krssinger- 
Nixon then decided to shift fee planes to bom- 
bardment of Laos and Cambodia. 

The deaths are from “bombies," tiny anti-per- 
sonnel weapons, fer worse than land-mines: they 
are designed specifically to kill and maim, and 
have no effect on trucks, buildings, etc. The Plain 
was saturated wife hundreds of millions of these 
criminal devices, which have a Mure-to- 
explode rate of 20-30 per cent according to fee 
manufacturer, Honeywell. The numbers suggest 
either remarkably poor quality control or a ratio- 
nal policy of murdering civilians by delayed 
action. These were only a fraction of the tech- 
nology deployed, including advanced missiles to 
penetrate caves where families sought shelter 
Current annual casualties from “bombies" are 
estimated from hundreds a year to “an annual 
nationwide casualty rate of 20,000" more than 
half of them deaths, according to fee veteran Asia 
reporter Bany Wain of die Will Street Journal — 
in its Asia edition. A conservative estimate, then, 
is fear fee crisis this year is approximately com- 
parable to Kosovo, though deaths are fer more 
highly concentrated among children — over 
half, according to analyses reported by fee Men- 
nonite Central Committee, which has been 
working there since 1977 to alleviate fee contin- 
uing atrocities. 
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The Saturday Crossword 


FOUR LETTERS IN COMMON 
By Harvey Chew, Danvers, Massachusetts 




ACROSS 
i Menu entree 
5 Move in a sudden 
sweep 

10 Dull pairs 
15 Twaddle 

19 Jacob's brother 

20 Prentiss cv Abdul 

21 Losing streak 

22 Capital ot Noway 

23 Measure up 
25 Nina, to Pima 

27 Rear gates 

28 Kin of Brens 

30 Hors d'oeuvre 

31 Fast time 

32 Power 

33 X-VII 

34 Aspect 

37 Job duration 

38 Deli offerings 

42 German Industrial 
region 

43 Prermilnari/ work 
45 Stable urvts 

48 Cool down 

49 Pindar's output 

50 Cloined 

51 Creative wort. 

52 Gobi's contmeni 

53 Constantine's 
birthplace 

54 Star ot "The 
Silence ol tna 
Lambs' 

58 input data 

59 Fated 
61 Make Ft 

52 Gammer's pledges 

63 Collier 

64 LyttonStracnays 
tirsi name 

65 Oiaei compan**" 
65 Knee-anWe 

connect one 

68 Bottled spirit" 

69 Getaway driver 

72 fJatnanaei and 
Mae 

73 wtiite sbaae 

75 Newcasde brown 
or gmget 

76 Pari ot BA 

77 Stronghold 

78 Cnaliengifig 

79 Eye amorously 

80 Shews'* 

lormenior 

81 Cental 
residences 

83 Noggins 
aj siimuJaie 
05 Encroachments 
B7 Mme cars 
59 Donahue and 
Aikinan 

OA ■ Ventura- P® 1 

Detective* 


91 Adds protective 
layers 

93 Christmas 
decoration 
85 Helen of “City 
suckers' 

88 Sfioufcter warmer 

89 Awe-Inspiring 
103 Vintage evaluator 
105 Author ot The 

Virginian - 

107 States 
categorically 

108 Church 
congregation 

109 Awaken 

110 Latin & o there 
Hi Cathedral 

benches 

112 Categorizes 

113 Passover meal 

114 Flatfish 

DOWN 

1 Star of "Edward 
Sdssofhands" 

2 Goffer AoH 

3 Up 

4 Silver-tongued 
Sara 

5 Reject disdaWidty 

6 The Men Who _ 
There - 

7 inning sixths 

8 Btifring cheer 
g White root food 

10 States positively 

11 Resist separation 

12 impudent girt 

13 Ambulance 

worker: abbr. 

14 TV one-shots 

15 __-Harzegov1na 

16 Worfeprace Inpry 
grp. 

17 Inadvertent error 

18 Dream 

24 Encounter 
26 Pod-table sales 
29 Downing Street 
address 

32 Practice piece of 

music 

34 Palm leaf 

35 war-hem tumaa 
actor Murphy 

36 Karpovot 
Kasparov, e.g. 

37 Serious 
36 pronounce 

Indteonctiy 

39 Nearsighted 
character 

40 CM«« 

41 Chicago lower 

43 Tea biscuits 

44 Senior 
46 Lugs 


M Hit 


15 

ii 

17 

IB 


if’ 








h 
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47 Mimic 

52 Heavenly harpbt 

54 Sudden turns 

55 Sudderdyweak 

56 StaiVfl partner 

57 Guide 

58 Stand fora 
portrait? 

60 Color Shades 
62 Handles effectively 

64 The Last Remake 
of Beau ■ 

65 In wnal place 

66 Hndu mystic 

67 Shadow-water 
hunter 

68 Cfreuterocean 
currant 

69 Up. DocT 

70 Put tercet 

71 Requires 

73 Sorry tout hat 

74 Transparam takas 


77 UnkxisoMars 
79 Female monsters 

81 Silent, In music 

82 The Betts of _■ 

83 Living rooms 

86 Grade-B westerns 

88 drive a dinghy 

89 Actress Gan 

91 Out of bed 

92 Scuteffe Butter 

93 On edge 

94 More untested 

95 Exchange 

96 Breathe 

97 Freshly 
00 internecine 

conlfct 

100 Eight it. 

101 Repast 

102 Perry's pennar 
104 Portuguese saint 
106 MWorlura 



There have been effons to publicise and deal 
with fee humanitarian catastrophe.- A British- 
based Mine Advisory Group (MAGJ is trying to 
remove the lethal objects, but fee U.S. is “con- 
spicuously missing from the handful of Western 
organisations that have Mowed MAG." fee 
British press zepons, tbougjb it has finally agreed 
to train sane Laotian civilians. The British press 
also reports, with some anger, fee allegation of 
MAG specialists that fee US. reftises to provide 
them with lender harmless procedures" feat 
would make thdi work “a kx quicker and a lot 
safer" These remain a state secret, as does fee 
whole affair in the United States. The Bangkok 
press repots a very similar situation in Cambo- 
dia, particulady the Eastern region where U.S. 
bombardment from eady 1969 was most intense. 

In this case, the U.S. reaction is (II): do noth- 
ing. And the re&rtioo of the media and commen- 
tators is to keep silent, following the nonns under 
which fee war against Laos was designated a 
“secret war* — meaning well-known, but sup- 
pressed, as also in the case of Cambodia from 
March 1969. The level of sdf-censorehip was 


od. In that period, perhaps the most compelling 
example of (HD is fee Vietnamese invasion of 
Cambodia in December 1978, laminating Pol 
Pot’s atrocities, which were then peaking. Viet- 
nam pleaded fee right of self-defence against 
aimed attack, one of fee few posi-Cbarter exam- 
ples when the plea is plausible; fee Khmer 
Rouge regime (Democratic Kampuchea, DK) 
was carrying out murderous attacks against Viet- 
nam in border areas. The U.S. reaction is instruc- 
tive. The press condemned fee “Prussians” of 
Asia for their outrageous violation of 
international law. They were harshly punished 
for the dime of having terminated Pol Pot's 
slaughters, fast by a (U-S.-backed) Chinese inva- 
sion, then by UJ>. imposition of extremely harsh 
sanctions. The U.S. recognised the expelled DK 
as the official government of Cambodia, because 
of its “continuity" wife the Pol Pot regime, fee 
Stale Department explained. Not too subtly, fee 
US. supported the Khmer Rouge in its continu- 
ing attacks in Cambodia. 

The example tells us more about the “custom 
and practice” feat underlies “fee enraging legal 



TWo Kosovar refugees fleeing their homes. The U.S.-NATO 
bombings against Serbia have been called a humanitarian 
intervention, but arguably transgress international laws and 
U.N. conventions. This raises the question of whether the U.S. 
is becoming a ‘rogue 1 superpower, and whether ‘the contempt 
of the world’s leading power for the framework of world order 
has become so extreme’ that it is, in fact, a menace to 
international order (afp photo) 


extraordinary then, as is the current phase. The 
relevance of this shocking example should be 
obvious without further comment 

I wfe skip other examples of 0) and (II), whkh 
abound, and also much more serious contempo- 
rary atrocities, such as fee huge slaugfafirtrflraqi 
civilians by means of a particularly vicious form 
of biological warfare — “a very hard choice," 
Madeleine Albright commented on national TV 
in 1996 when asked for her reaction to the killing 
of half a nrillioa Iraqi children in 5 years, but “we 
think the price is wrath it" Current estimates 
remain about 5.000 children killed a month, and 
the price is still “worth tl" These and other 
examples might also be kept in mind when we 
read awed rhetoric about bow the “moral com- 
pass" oftheClinionadmiiiisnaticmisailastfinic^ 
tiooing property, as fee Kosovo example illus- 
trates. 

Just what does the example illustrate? The 
threat of NATO bombing, predictably, led to a 
sharp escalation of atrocities by the Serbian army 
and paramilitaries, and to the departure of 
international observers, which of course had the 
samerffi^CommaadmgGenej^Wesl^'Claric 
declared feat it was “entirely predictable” dial 
Serbian terror and violence would intensify afta 1 
the NATO bombing, exactly as happened. The 
terror for the first time readied the capital city of 
Pristina, and there are credible reports of large- 
scale destruction of villages, assassinations, gen- 
eration of an enormous refugee flow, perhaps an 
effort to expel a good part of the Albanian popu- 
lation — all an “entirely predictable" conse- 
quence of the threat and then the use of force, as ' 
General CM rightly observes. 

Kosovo is therefore another illustration of (I): 
try to escalate the violence, wife exactly that 
expectation. 

To find examples illustrating (HD is all too 
easy, at least if we keep to official rhetoric. The 
major recent academic study of “humanitarian 
intervention," by Sean Morphy, reviews the 
record after the KeHogg-Briand pact of 1928 
which oudowed war, and then since the UK 
Charter, which strengthened and articulated 
these provisions. In the first phase, he writes, fee 
most prominent examples of “humanitarian 
intervention" were Japan’s attack on Manchuria, 
Mussolini's invasion of Ethiopia, aod Hitler's 
occupation of parts of Chechoslovakia. All were 
accompanied by high}) 1 uplifting humanitarian 
rhetoric, and factual justifications as well. Japan 
was going to establife an “earthly paradise" as it 
defended Manchurians from “Chinese bandits," 
with the support ofa leading Chinese nationalist, 
a far more credible figure than anyone the U.S. 
was able to conjure up during its attack oa South 
Vietnam. Mussolini was liberating thousands of 
slaves as he carried forth fee Western “civilising 
mission.” Hitler anmumrari Germany's intention 
to end ethnic tensions and violence, and “safe- 
guard fee national individuality of fee German 
and Czech peoples," in an operation “filled wife 
earnest desire to serve the true interests of fee 
peoples dwelling io the area,” in accordance wife 
their wilt fee Slovakian president asked Hitler to 
declare Slovakia a protectorate. 

Another useful intellectual exercise is to com- 
pare those obscene justifications wife those 
offered far interventions, including “humanitari- 
an interventions." in fee post-U,N. Charter peri- 


norms of humanitarian intervention.” 

Etespire fee desperate efforts of ideologues to 
prove that circles are square, there is no serious 
doubt feat fee NATO bombings further under- 
mine what remains of die fragile structure of 
international law. The U.S. made feat entirely 
clear in fee discussions leading to the NATO 
derision. Apart from the UJC (ty now, about as 
much of an independent actor as (he Ukraine was 


‘A standard 
argument is that 
we had to do 
something: we 
could not simply 
stand by as 
atrocities continue. 
That is never true. 

One choice, 
always, is to follow 
the Hippocratic 
principle: ‘First, do 
no harm.’ if you 
can think of no 
way to adhere to 
that elementary 
principle, then do 
nothing’ 


in the pre-Gorbacbev years), NATO countries 
were sceptical of US. policy, and were particu- 
larly annoyed by Secretary of State Albright’s 
“sabrMtittiing” (Kevin Cullen, Boston Globe, 
Feb. 22). Today, the more closely one approach- 
es the confliaed region, the greater the opposi- 
tion to Washington’s insistence on force, even 
within NATO (Greece and Italy). France had 
called for a UK Security Council resolution to 
authorise deployment of NATO peacdseepers. 
The US. flatly refused, insisting on "its stand 
that NATO should be able to act independently 
of the United Nations,” State Department offi- 
cials explained. Tbe Ui. reftised to permit the 
"neuralgic word, ‘authorise"' to appear in fee 
final NATO statement, unwilling to concede any 
authority to tbe UN. Charter and international 
law; only fee wotti “endoree” was permitted 
(Jane Periez, NYT, Feb. 1 1 ). Simpady the bomb- 
ing of Iraq was a brazen expression of con tempt 
for fee UN., even the specific timing, and was so 


understood. And of course fee same is true of tire 
destruction of half fee pharmaceutical produc- 
tion of a small African country a few months ear- 
lier, an event that also (kies not indicate feat the 
“moral compass" is straying from righteousness 
— not to speak of a record feat would be promi- 
nently reviewed right now if facts were consid- 
ered relevant to determining “custom and prac- 
tice.” 

It could be argued, rather plausibly, that further 
demolition of the rules of world order is irrele- 
vant, just as it had lost its meaning by the late 
1930s. The contempt of the world’s leading 
power for the framework of world Older has 
become so extreme (hat there is nothing left to 
discuss. A review of the internal documentary 
recoid demonstrates feat the stance traces back to 
fee earliest days, even to fee first memorandum 
of the newly-formed National Security Council 
in 1947. During the Kennedy years, fee stance 
began to gain overt expression. Tbe main inno- 
vation of fee Reagao-CUmon years is that defi- 
ance of international law aod tbe Charter has 
become entirely open. It has also been backed 
with interesting explanations, which would be on 
fee from pages, and prominent in fee school and 
university curriculum, if troth and honesty were 
considered significant values. The highest 
authorities explained with brutal clarity that fee 
World Cant, the U.N., and other agencies bad 
become irrelevant because they no longer follow 
U.S. orders, as they did in fee early post-war 
years. 

One might then adopt the official position. 
That would be an honest stand, at least tf it were 
accompanied by refusal to play the cynical game 
of self-righteous posturing and wielding of the 
despised principles of international law as a 
highly selective weapon against shifting ene- 
mies. 

While fee Reagamtes broke new ground, 
under Clinton fee defiance of world drier has 
become so extreme as to be of concern even to 
hawkish policy analysts. In the c ur re n t issue of 
the leading establishment journal. Foreign 
Affairs, Samuel Huntington warns that Washing- 
ton is treading a dangerous course. In the eyes of 
much of die world — probably most of the 
world, be suggest — the U.S. is “becoming the 
rogue superpower," considered “fee single great- 
est external threat to their societies." Realist 
“international relations theory," he argues, pre- 
dicts ths coalitions may arise to counterbalance 
the rogue superpower. On pragmatic grounds, 
then, fee stance should be reconsidered. Ameri- 
cans who prefers diflerenr image of their society 
might call for a reconsideration on other than 
pragmatic grounds. 

Where ctoes fear leave the question of what to 
do in Kosovo? It leaves it unanswered. The U5. 
has chosen a course of actioa which, as it explic- 
itly recognises, escalates atrocities and vidtroce 
— “predictably," a course of action that also 
strikes yet another blow against the regime of 
international order, which does offer the weak at 
least some limited protection firm predatory 
states. As fir the longer term, consequences are 
unpredictable. One plausible observation is that 
“every bomb that Ms on Serbia and every eth- 
nic kffting in Kosovo suggests feat it will scarce- 
ly be posable for Serbs and Albanians to live 
beside each other in some sort of peace” (Rnan- 
rial Times, March 27). Some of the longer term 
passible outcomes are extremely ugly, as has not 
gone without notice. 

A standard argument is feat we had to do 
something: we could not simply stand by as 
atrocities continue. That is never true. One 
choice, always, is to foDow the Hippocratic prin- 
ciple: “First, do no harm.” If you can think of no 
way to adhere to feat elementary principle, (hen 
do nothing. There are always ways tint can be 
considered. Diplomacy aod negotiations are 
never at an end. 

Tbe right of ‘‘humanitarian intervention" is 
LQdy to be more frequently invoked in craning 
yean — maybe with justification, maybe not — 
now feat Cold War pretexts have lost feeir effica-. 
cy. In such an oa, it may be worthwhile to pay 
attention to the views of highly respected com- 
mentators — not to speak erf the World Court, 
which explicitly ruled on this matter in a decision 
rejected by the United States, its essentials not 
even reported. 

In die scholarly disciplines of international 
affairs and international law it would be hard to 
find more respected voices than Hedley Bull or 
Louis Henkin. Bull warned 15 years ago that 
“particular states or groups of states feat set 
themselves up as the authoritative judges of the 
world common good, in disregard ofthe views of 
others, are in fact a menace to international order; 
and thus to effective action in this field." Heakin, 
in a standard work on world order, writes that the 
“pressures eroding fee prohibition on tbe use of 
force are deplorable, and fee arguments to legit- 
imise fee use offeree in those circumstances are 
unpersuasive and dangerous-. Violations of 
human rights are indeed all too common, and if 
it were permissible to remedy them by ext ernal 
use of force, there would be no law to forbid the 
use of force by almost any state against almost 
any other. Human rights, I believe, win have to 
be vindicated, and other injustices remedied, by 
other, peaceful means, not by opening the door to 
aggression and destroying the principle advance 
in intemational law, die outlawing of war and the 
prohibition of force." 

Recognised principles of international law and 
world order, solemn treaty obligations, decisions 
by the Wodd Court, considered pronouncements 
by the most respected cominentaiors— these do 
not automatically solve particular problems. 
Each issue has to be considered on its rramts. For 
those who do not adopt fee standards of Saddam 

Hussein, ihere is a heavy burden of proof to meet 

in undertaking the threat or use of force in viola- 
tion of fee principles of international order. Per- 
haps the burden can be met, bur that has to be 
shown, not merely proclaimed with passionate 
rhetoric. The consequences of such violations 
have to be assessed carefully — in particular, 
what we understand to be^ “predictable.” And for 
those who are minimally serious, fee reasons for 
the actions also have to be assessed — again, not 
simply by adulation of our leaden and their 
“moral compass." 

— Z Magazine 
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High-tech big factor in eight-year-old U.S. expansion 



NEW YORK (R) — From 
automated teller machines to 
supermarket scanners, tech- 
nology has seeped into near- 
ly every comer of life, help- 
ing propel the U.S. economy 
in its eight-year-old expan- 
sion. 

Generating millions of dol- 
lars in corporate spending 
and creating thousands of 
new jobs, the high-tech 
industry accounts for a grow- 
ing chunk of the economy. 

‘The contribution of com- 
puters to GDP growth has 
been very, very substantial,” 
said Joel Prakken, chairman 
of Macroeconomic Advisers. 
‘‘Spending by businesses on 
computers has been growing 
at a ... 60-70 per cent annual 
rate'’ over the past few years. 

The U.S. economy on 
Thursday celebrated eight 
years of uninterrupted gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
growth, its second-longest 
period of expansion ever, 
coinciding with the rapid 
spread of personal comput- 
ers and the Internet's coming 
of age. 

Technology and the pace 
of computer technology in 
particular have certainly con- 
tributed to the growth of out- 
put and profits in the United 
States,” said Victor 
Zamowitz, director of 
research at the Foundation 
for International Business 
and Economic Research in 


New York, 

The- most recent industry 
estimates put the core com- 
puting and communications 
technology industry at 
around 65-75 per cent of 
GDP. 

It is the second-largest U.S. 
industry behind health ser- 
vices, overtaking traditional- 
ly dominant economic dri- 
vers such as auto manufac- 
turing, services and construc- 
tion. 

While economists debate 
how much rising technology 
use has actually boosted pro- 
ductivity, few doubt that 
spending by businesses and 
consumers on high-tech 
products contributed greatly 
to the expansion. 

“There have been times 
during the 90s ... where it 
likely would have faltered 
and produced a couple nega- 
tive quarters, which is an 
officii recession, where it 
not for the uneven but con- 
sistently high growth of the 
communications and 

telecommunications sec- 
tors,” said Dan Luria. vice 
president of the Michigan 
Manufacturing Technology 
Centre. 

Expansion in those sectors 
has kept manufacturing out- 
put growing consistently 
over eight years, a rare event, 
he added. 

The government says 
about half of all business 


equipment spending by U.S. 
companies goes toward 
“information technology." 
goods and services related to 
computers and communica- 
tions, up from about one- 
third in the early 1990s. 

The Information Technolo- 
gy Association of America 
(TIAA) estimates U.S. com- 
panies' total spending on 
information and communica- 
tions technologies jumped to 
nearly 5643 billion in 1997 
from 5452 billion in 1992. 

Demand for personal com- 
puters has soared as they 
have become more afford- 
able and attractive to tbe 
average consumer. 

Personal computers in 
schools and homes alone 
have more than doubled dur- 
ing the eight-year stretch of 
U.S. economic growth- 
internet use has also rock- 
eted, spawning new business 
ventures and employment 
opportunities. 

The high-tech industry's 
expansion has flooded the 
labour market with high-pay- 
ing jobs, fattening workers* 
wallets and adding to the 
strong demand economists 
say has buoyed growth. 

Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan has credited 
technology with significantly 
boosting productivity, thus 
taming inflation pressure. 
This, analysts say., has 
allowed him lo keep interest 
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rates low. 

President Bill Clinton has 
said technology shaved one 
percentage point from infla- 
tion. 

While job growth in the 
software and computer ser- 
vice sector is booming, some 
economists question whether 
the tech sector can sustain its 
current pace. 

They note that tech spend- 
ing could take a hit as tbe 
boost from fixing the Millen- 
nium computer bug wears 
off next year and overall U.S. 
economic robustness begins 
to fade. 

Meanwhile, basking in 
eight years of robust growth, 
the U.S. economy rode into 
the second quarter of 1999 
on another wave of strong 
economic statistics, confirm- 
ing that its winning streak is 
far from oven 
American consumers, 
already instrumental in help- 
ing the economy grow 3.9 
per cent last year, showed no 
signs of closing their purses 
in early 1999 and are expect- 
ed to keep factories hum- 
ming this year. 

There are not a whole lot 
of worrying signs right now.” 
said Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter economist David 
Greenlaw, adding that while 
economists had been expect- 
ing the red-hot economy to 
slow for some time “that is 
just not happening.” 
Consumer spending 
climbed 0.7 per cent to a sea- 
sonally adjusted annual rate 
of S6.039 trillion in February 
after a 0.4 per cent January 
rise. Incomes also increased 
but by a smaller proportion, 
rising 0.5 per cent in Febru- 
ary'. 

At the same time, broad- 
based private and public 
demand for buildings and 
highways helped construc- 
tion spending jump 22 per 
cent in February', marking the 
fourth consecutive rise. 

And the long ailing manu- 
facturing sector showed 
more signs of a turnaround 
as the nation's purchasing 
managers said their rauch- 
warched NAPM index hit 
54.3 in March, outpacing 
February’s 52.4 reading and 
Wall Street’s forecasts for a 
51.7 number. 

‘These numbers are good, 
in fact some are off the 
charts." jubilated Barclays 
Capital senior economist 
Henry Wfflmore, suggesting 
Asia's economic recovery is 
overshadowing Europe’s 
slowdown and helping buoy 
the U.S. economy at the 
same time. 

Thursday’s numbers con- 
firm a recent trend and sever- 
al private sector economists, 
including those at Chase 
Securities, have raised their 
forecasts for first quarter 
growth. 


“We revised GDP for the 
first quarter to three per cent 
from 2.5 per cent,” Em 
Glassman, senior economist 
at Chase said. 

At die same time, the econ- 
omy seems to be defying 
standard economic theories 
which suggest that strong 
growth usually leads to a 
jump in prices and new infla- 
tionary pressures. 

The inflationary pressures 
we have seem to have come 
from the rise in oil prices, btn 
overall the inflati on environ- 
ment is still very tame,” Will- 
more said. 

Bui financial markets, ever 
fearful of price increases, 
already endured a small 
shock on Wednesday when 
traders argued a sharp price 
increase in a regional manu- 
facturing survey would trans- 
- late into similar inflationary 
pressures on the national 
leveL 

Realising that Wall Street 
often panics at the sight of 
certain numbers, economists 
said Washington policy mak- 
ers, who left rates steady on 
Tuesday, had a more global 
view and were not yet wor- 
ried about current develop- 
ments. 

Looking ahead however, 
economists said the Federal 
Reserve (Fed) would at some 
point need to shift gears after 
last year’s three quick cats in 
interest rates, and raise rates 
to protect the economy from 
overheating. 

“We are drifting slowly but 
surely to some Fed tighten- 
ing later this year.” Greenlaw 
said. 

Economists however 
agreed the Fed would not 
move in the immediate 
future and saw tittle to sug- 
gest an end to economic 
growth. 

Additional information 
indicated that the U.S. econ- 
omy surged into 1999 on its 
strongest wave of growth in 
2-1/2 years, propelled by 
vigorous consumer spending 
and the smallest price rises in 
nearly 40 years. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment said GDP expanded ar 
a revised 6.0 per cent annual 
rate in the fourth quarter last 
year, down only slightly 
from a previous estimate of 
6.1 per cent and far ahead of 
the third quarter’s 3.7 per 
cent advance. 

Despite the closing burst of 
growth, corporations earned 
lower profits in the closing 
quarter and posted the first 
year-over-year falloff in 
profits in nine years during 
1998. 

Economic growth is 
expected to slow this year as 
consumers trim back, some 
sectors like housing level off 
and as corporations weigh 
their investments in new 
plants and equipment in tight 


of a rising tide of imported 
goods. 

The closing three months 
last year were the strongest 
quarter in the long-running 
expansion — now entering 
its ninth year of steady 
growth — since national out- 
put shot ahead at a 6.1 per 
cent pace in the second quar- 
ter of 1996. 

A GDP price measure rose 
0.8 per cent in the fourth 
quarter, down from one per 
cent in the third quarter. The 
last time prices rose more 
slowly was in the third quar- 
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ter of 1959 when they were 
up 0.6 per cent, the govern- 
ment said. 

One shadow on a generally 
sunny economic picture was 
weaker corporate profits. 
Commerce said there were 
back-to-back one per cent 
declines in after-tax profits in 
the third and fourth quarters 
last year and the first falloff 
in annual profits — a 2.2 per 
cent drop to S47S billion — - 
since 1989. 

“We're gening a profit 
margin squeeze," said Robert 
Dederick. economic consul- 
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US DOLLAR 
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EURO 

GERMANY MARK 
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31-20 SILVER 

7290 PLATINUM 

-« 97 
-133 
-1*38 
*90317 
5590 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 IB-gotten riches 
5 Monastery VIP 

10 Philippines 
island 

14 Heavily spiced 
stew 

15 Pine tree 

1 6 Of the ear 

17 Russian despot 

18 Picture-window 
element 

20 Small bell 
sound 

22 Gave an 
account 

23 Auk or murre, 
e.g. 

25 Island garland 

26 Hie Maltese 
Falcon* co-star 
Mary 

28 Tarsal bangle 

33 Skin of a 
noodle? 

36 Departed 

38 Alaska town 

39 British peers 

40 Corrida shout 

41 Peimitted by 
law 

42 Family or shoe 
foBowar 

43 Crisscross 
framework 

44 Blazing 

45 Listener 

47 Blaspheme 

49 BiD 

51 Nobility 

55 Places tor rings 

60 Up for the day 

61 Commeal-dlsh 

63 Brief biography 

64 Flat-topped hBI 

65 Make happy 

66 Revise for print 

67 Quiz 

68 Discourage 

69 Aubeifonolsof 
"Star Trek: 

Deep Space 
Nine* 

DOWN 

1 Armie of 
‘Designing 
Women* 

2 Borden's 
spokescow 
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By Stanley B. Whitten 
N or thbrook, 1L 

3 Tropical 
creeper 

4 Pitcher with a 
trick pitch 

5 Trumpeter Herb 

6 Dance In 
France 

7 Husk of grab 

8 Based on eight 

9 In that place 

10 Soft drink 

11 State: Fr. 

12 North wind of 
the Alps 

13 Tritons' sch. 

19 Tooth display 
21 Speech detects 

24 Grief p 

27 Piece of history * 

29 Missouri feeder 

30 Focal points 

31 Arabian prince A 

32 French head 

33 Adam's A 

youngest son 

34 Close attention 

35 Location 5 

37 Disgusted 5 

41 Light weapon 

43 Snatched 5 
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Peanuts 




Andy Capp 



■Mi 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


SHU 


46 Berkshire 
school 

48 Recorded- 
books 
performer 

50 Unde Mane 

52 Theatrical 
comment 

53 Climb aboard 


54 Related on the 
mother's side 

55 Salinger 
heroine 

56 Topmost point 

57 Santa , CA 

58 Fertile soil 

59 Chair 

62 Consumed 
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Petra Tourist Transport Company 
reports small profit after several losses 


** AFTER RECORDING JD45 1,000 
in accumulated losses, Petra Tourist 
Company registered a 
JD5o,500 net profit in 1998. Board 
Mohammed Bilbeisi told 
the shareholders at an ordinary meet- 
ing or the general assembly that the 
company generated JD1.9 million in 
total earnings in 1998 compared to 
JD 1.4 million in 1997 as the overall 
operational rate contracted to 53.6 per 
cent last year compared to the 5v.8 
per cent contraction during 1997. 

Bilbeisi stressed that the Unified 
Ticketing Office agreement, signed 
with the Jordan Express Tourist 
Transport Company and Alfa 
Company, put an end to the negative 
pnce war between die three compa- 
nies. “The agreement positively 
reflected on the performance of the 
three firms and was the main reason 
behind achieving the previous results 
despite the decline in operational 
rates and an 18 per cent drop in the 
number of tourists.” the cnairman 
said. 

He outlined the company's financial 
position sayingthat total assets had 
aecLined from JD7.4 million in 1997 
to JD6.7 million in 1998 and that the 
total current liabilities went down 
from JDl million to JD568.000 at the 
end of last year. Net shareholders 
equity edged up slightly from JD5.4 
million to close 1998 at JD5.5 mil- 
lion. 

The chairman highlighted that the 
company was able to slash bank inter- 
est and expenses to JDl 67 ,000 from 
JD229.000 during 1997 and to reduce 


administrative and general expenses 
from JD151,000 to JD126,000. 

As for future plans, Bilbeisi said the 
company had bought a seven-dunum 
area in Aqaba to construct a bus sta- 
tion, a project which will save the 
firm accommodation, parking and 
washing costs. He also promised that 
the company will continue to improve 
its high-quality services. In this 
regard, he indicated that the three 
companies took part in transporting 
around 45,000 pilgrims to perform the 
Haj and Umra in Saudi Arabia.” By 
providing the services at the highest 
level of organisation, accuracy and 
comfort the three transport companies 
won the trust and confidence of the 
Islamic institutions in Jordan and 
Palestine,” he emphasised. 

Meanwhile. Bilbeisi said that 
though tourism is an important ele- 
ment of national income and a source 
for hard currency, the political ups 
and downs in the region cast a shad- 
ow on the growth in terras of the 
number of tourists in particular and 
the economic situation in general. 

Concluding its ordinary meeting, 
the general assembly elected a new 
board of directors after a strong com- 
petition which actually reflected heat- 
ed contention in the tourism trans- 
portation market. In this context, it 
should be noted that efforts to merge 
Petra and JETT company did not suc- 
ceed. 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 1999 


By Undo C. Block, Tribune Medio Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Looks like you’re still 
trying to figure out who goes where, when and why. 
The money is part of the problem. You can’t afford to 
do everything you want to do, so you’re going to have 
to make a choice. Pick the option that works best for the 
weakest member of your team. 

TAURUS: (.April 20 to May 20) You and your partner 
don't really see eye to eye. and that’s rather sad. You 
might feel like breaking up completely, but that’s not a 
good idea, and might not even be possible. Looks like 
you’re stuck together, so make the best of it. 
Compromise. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Your travel plans may 
be thwarted today, but don't wony. All’s well that ends 
well, and it looks like that’s what happens. Work you 
get stuck doing instead could very favourably impress 
an older person, and that could lead to more money in 
your pocket. So don’t complain. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) You're lucky in love 
today, with travel and with communications. So, how 
about a long road trip with the person you love best? Its 
a great way to talk out whatever’s on your mind, while 
watching the beautiful scenery go by. Don’t be afraid. 
Go as far as you can. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) The day starts out with a 
little bit of tension. There’s lots to do at home, but lots 
of fun to have somewhere else. How are you going to 
manage to do it all? Well, you might have to ask a 
friend to help, but it can be done. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) You’re still 
moving full speed ahead, but take care. There are a cou- 
ple of places where you could get into trouble. 
Although you want to hurry, you're best advised to be 
cautious. You don’t want to trip over anything while 
you're travelling at this rate of speed. 

LIBRA: i September 23 to October 22) You could have 
a bit of confusion on a date today. Looks like you’ve 
got one thing in mind, but your friend wants to do 
something else. Maybe you could split up for a while 
and meet^aguin later. That’s unusual, but not impossi- 
ble and might actually work well for you both. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Don’t get 
vour nose all out of joint today if someone else gets 
loud and brassy. You don't like to be pushed around, 
that'*: for sure, but vou can be nice about it, even regal. 
You have more power than you realise, so use tt wrse- 

SAGITT4R1US: (November 22 to December 21) 
Communication is the key to your success today as 
ahvavs Todav it misht be a little more difficult, but 
.h i!-; OK You are likely to broach a subject you didn t 
reailv want to talk about, or somebody else doesn't 
want’ ,o talk about. Be patient and encourage the truth 

rxPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) The 
fmpha'.s to eo for something you've never done before 
T vn sironcer today than it was yesterday, but thats 
'it *h> The'odds arc staler today that you'll be suc- 
And beddes. y5u probably understand the situ- 
TUL. ‘ ‘ ... t hnn vou did then. Go for it! 
AOl'ARIl'S: (January 21 to February ^There's a 
nniu of interest eoing on today. Somebody s inter- 
-"T L VOU do something. Somebody else 

eSK p v ,u to tfv home. Its as if everybody wants a ht- 
wanh>0UK'Sia> i ion< even fs0 ,t seems.) 

,le bi ‘S* 'L^them all know you love them and they'll 
your hide. Le a compromise. 

be more ^ 0 ^ to March 20) lt’U be hard to 

PISCES: (February; » » ^ for a 

siay fenced ,n Ir f ooks like an obstacle 

^ii>ou^uld.Butrake^ ^ g0< it just 

course. Thai do ^ on l0 w hat you’re doing, 

"tf you «Jo S^. and trust your insuncts. you 
^ftje^n'win this race. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond - Amethyst^ 


World rubber 
body calls 
for financial 
backing 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— The International 
Natural Rubber 

Organisation ( INRO ) 

called Thursday for finan- 
cial backing from export- 
ing countries to enable the 
organisation to function. 

INRO's failure to inter- 
vene in the markets to sta- 
bilise rubber prices, which 
sank to a 30-year low. was 
hampered by a lack of 
funds, said its deputy exec- 
utive director Gerard 
Loyen. 

“Delay in payment of 
contributions hampered 
buying that was massive 
enough and timely to have 
a significant impact on the 
prices, and then exacerbat- 
ed by the lack of funds,” 
Loyen told AFP. 

The Kuala Lumpur-based 
group of exporters and 
importers uses a buffer 
stock mechanism to buy 
and sell rubber to stabilise 
prices. 

Loyen said INRO had noi 
purchased rubber in the 
market after its last inter- 
vention on Feb. 24 this 
year. 


Wait-and-see attitude prevails at ASE 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Share prices 
and turnover were low at the 
Amman Stock Exchange 
(ASE) during a two-day trad- 
ing last week following the 
week-Icmg holiday of ’Eid A1 
Adha. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker at 
the stock market, said 
investors were reluctant to 
buy or sell shares and took a 
“wait- and-see” attitude. 

“Jt was the end of a week 


and the end of a month. And 
many investors did not have 
the appetite to be involved in 
the market," Naqeeb told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

The weekly stock 
exchange’s bulletin showed 
that turnover amounted to 
JDl 2! million compared to 
JD6.2 million in the previous 
week while the general price 
index closed at 180.32 points 
compared to 182.71. or drop 
of 2.39 points. 

Naqeeb attributed the fall in 


the price index to the decline 
in the share price of the Arab 
Bank, the stock market’s 
major blue-chip, following 
the bank’s decision to distrib- 
ute JD2.6 million as divi- 
dends to the shareholders. 

“Moreover, the number of 
firms whose shares were trad- 
ed was not that much and 
prices of many of the shares 
declined.” the broker added. 

Despite lower share prices, 
Arab Bank ranked first 
among the 49 firms whose 


shares were traded on the 
exchange floor during last 
week. 

With a toiaJ turnover 
amounting to JD478.975 the 
bank’s share price closed at 
JD215, JD5 less than the pre- 
vious week. 

The industrial sector won 
half of the turnover as trading 
focused on shares of Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
and the International Tobacco 
Company. 

The bulletin showed that 


shares of 14 firms recorded 
an increase in their prices, 20 
registering decrease while 15 
other companies witnessed 
no change in their share 
prices. 

The bulletin showed that 
the parallel market’s turnover 
amounted to JD200.664 
where trading focused on the 
Mideast Pharmaceutical and 
A1 Ekbal Printing companies, 
where turnover amounted to 
JD92.1S7. 
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Thursday.01- 04- 99 






lARABBk 

214.000 

215.000 

+ 047% 

1 II 1 

1420 

1420 


IlMlDDEL EAST Bk 

“ 53ST 

0330 


hi i 1 ii 1' n i if m 

IlSIlIgMZIil 

1.390 

- 4.79%l 

iinar: wren tti . i 'mourns 

2.890 


-1.04%l 

II ■ r«H T4 1 > Tv. dTT'anosuB 

1.560 

Pf r > jM 


LlO. ISLAMIC Bit 

1.680 

1.680 

o:oo%n 

1! fTT=. d ~ 1 M 

0.590 



BANKS INDEX 

281.200 

poarr- 

*0.19% 


seKVic£5 



am 

'1.650 


0.00% 


0.990 

0.990 

0.00% 

llAL-RAT 

1 7.150 

7.350 


TT71 

“ 0.570 

0.560 “ 

- L75%ll 

II UHTT^^*^TiliiICTPW 

1.050“ 



SERVICES INDEX 

111.990 


m 

Bam 

■HHH 



I 

(cement 

3.660 

3.600 

- 1.64%l 


2.390 


- 1 ,67%l 

=>;VJ 

.11.000 

10T900 



3335" 

3.050 

- 1 .61 %| 

MarUi’THf 1 ■' 1 

" 1 &sr 

1^10 

nii?c 

.rcw-.i 

Esee - 


BES3 


LiraT 

0380 

-4.85% 


o.7So" 

0.780 

+ 4.00% 

IIRAFIA 

1 ( - j 1*1 

0480 

-5.88% 

1 17_! 

6.100 

6.100 

Bfiaa 


0 sar 

0.560 

- 3.45%l 

1 1 = 

TbW 

1 .(HO 

0.00%l 

toTtoTTTl • , ' : ITT II 

1.700 

1.760 

■•7-^ || 


1.155" 

1300 

+ 0.84%ll 

i ■ it 

0.400 

0.390. 

***±j3\ 


~ 0.230" 

. 0320 

^jl35%l 

II ffra.'raTW M*1 

1.140 


mbs: 


0l.Z7P.__ 

- 3.57%l 


0.540 

" 0.640 

0.00%l 

phi a 

0.390 

0400 

+ 2.56%l 

1 1 'nii.l 

0.590 

0360 

ttJKia 

IIFOOD FACTORIES 

~~ 0.950 


+ 526%1 

II i 1 > T i&Emmmm 

0A9O 

‘T 1 • 1 » J 

0.00%l 

ITi M W.' ««!ia— 

0^30 



INDUSTRY INDEX 

96.950 

POMT* 

-0.80% 




(export Bk 7 a 

0340 

0.940 

0.00% 


0.440 

mm 1 m 


•>■11:1 feWi: 

wfc.l'>l f < 1 '1 

0.720 


HI !l UUI J i =Wi -■•!=! 


0.770 

■aasa 

to : to - 1 a 1 to i*i UWT: lU 

0.500 

0.510 

1 


0390 

0.890“ 


toiTOTWir. «-:M: 

0.61 6“ 


+ 1 ,96%|| 



■K'ZEldH 


toe •j.wi ■ to : 

0.700 

0.670 

-439%f 


1.110 

1.110 

■7^11 


0.180 

0.180 

0.00%ll 

to r T-?> 

i 1 '!!' l| 


II 

1,4 M 


1 1 1 ■ 

- 1 .61 %l 

i»j ; e i*j ; to ► - . 

4J250 

4360 

+ )34%l 


' ' 1 ' i l'M 


+ 1.75%| 



mm 1 ■ 


lif 1 !! 1 1 1 — — 

0.770 

0300 



(GRAND INDEX 

18032 

■za 

E3ElC 1 



Lebanese ex-ministers face 
probe over budget irregularities 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The for- 
mer Lebanese prime minis- 
ter Rafik Hariri could face 
charges over “irregularities” 
in budget spending, a gov- 
ernment source has said. 

Hariri, as finance minis- 
ter, another former finance 
minister Fuad Saniora, and 
two former ministers of 
municipal affairs. Hag op 
Demerdian and Bassem 
Sabeh figure in a critical 
157-page report issued by 
the independent Auditing 


Commission. 

The commission found 
that more than $500 million 
which should have gone to 
the municipalities’ budget 
had been misspent. 

"The government noted 
the existence of irregulari- 
ties and of certain actions 
that could be subject to 
legal procedures, and decid- 
ed to submit the matter to 
the courts.” Minister of 
Information Anwar A1 
Khalil said after the cabinet 


examined the report 
Wednesday. 

Khalil also said the gov- 
ernment had asked the audi- 
tors to examine contracts 
drawn up in the lust three 
years by seven parastatal 
organisations headed by 
close associates of Hariri. 

The oil minister in 
Hariri's government, Shahe 
Barsoumian, has been held 
in custody since March 4 on 
charges of embezzlement 
and corruption. 


BP Amoco buys U.S. ARCO to create 
the world’s biggest private oil producer 


LONDON (AFP) — BP 
Amoco, the world’s Lhird- 
biggest oil company, said 
Thursday that it planned to 
buy Atlantic Richfield 
(ARCO), the seventh- 
biggest U.S. oil company, 
for $26.8 billion (25 billion 
euros). 

The agreed purchase will 
create the world’s largest 
private oil producer in out- 
put terms. The combined 
market capitalisation will 
be $190 billion. 

BP Amoco chief execu- 
tive Sir John Browne said 
the merger would secure 
annual savings of aboui $1 
billion by the year 2001. 

The deal would come at a 
one-off cost of $1 billion 
and 2,000 jobs. 

It will give BP Amoco an 
important retail network in 
the western United States, 
control of ARCO's plentiful 
gas reserves in Asia and will 
allow the companies to 
jointly exploit plentiful 
reserves in Alaska. 

Browne said that the com- 
panies provided “a com- 
pelling strategic and geo- 
graphic fit of quality 
assets.” 

The huge buyout comes 
against a move to consoli- 
date the world’s biggest oil 
companies in the face of 
low crude oil prices. 

BP of Britain and Amoco 
of the United States only 
finalised their own tie-up on 
Dec. 31. 

The merger has under- 
pinned the company's share 
price even though oil prices 
had languished below $]2 
until a fortnight ago. 


Browne said in u joint 
statement with ARCO 
Chairman Mike Bowlin: 

“Against the background 
of uncertain oil prices and 
the increased competitive 
pressure across the sector, it 
is clear that the uniquely 
complementary operations 
of our companies can com- 
pete more effectively 
together than apart to deliv- 
er our respective sharehold- 
ers a superior return on their 
investment." 

BP Amoco stud that it 
would finance the deal 
entirely in shares. 

The company would 
exchange 0.82 BP Amoco 
American Depository 
Shares for each ARCO 
share. At BP Amoco’s clos- 
ing price on March 26, this 
valued ARCO at $26.8 bil- 
lion. 

The exchange has already 
been approved by the 
boards of both companies 
and must now be passed by 
shareholders and regulators 
in Europe and the United 
States. The companies 
expect completion by the 
end of this year. 

BP Amoco said that it 
expected to save $710 mil- 
lion from merged explo- 
ration and production busi- 
nesses. This includes a sav- 
ing of $200 million from a 
streamlining of operations 
in Alaska. 

The company expects to 
save $110 million from 
refining and marketing and 
$J8Q million from corpo- 
rate costs. 

Browne said: “In Alaska 
in particular, the synergies 


we can achieve from com- 
bining our operations will 
greatly increase the compet- 
itiveness of the state in the 
face of uncertain oil prices 
and provide a strong incen- 
tive for significant invest- 
ment in existing and future 
fields.” 

He expected a “quantum 
leap in Asian gas produc- 
tion”, largely from ARCO's 
slice of Tangguh gas field in 
Indonesia, plus reseves in 
the South China Sea, 
Malaysia and Thailand. 

The buy-out, said 
Browne, . ; would allow 

"growth in Asia, where we 
will now have world-class 
gas reserves ready to supply 
Japan. Korea and other key 
markets when recovery 
comes to the region, which 
it undoubtedly will.” 

The new group will 
remain in third place in 
terms of turnover., behind 
the U.S. Exxon, which is to 
merge with Mobil, and the 
Anglo-Dutch Royal 

Dutch/Shell. The new BP 
market capitalisation will 
place it in second place 
behind Exxon-Mobil. 

It will control total crude 
reserves of 12 billion bar- 
rels and natural gas reserves 
of more than 33,000 billion 
cubic feet. The company 
will control 20 per cent of 
U.S. oil reserves. 

Analysts said the group 
would achieve real 
economies of scale. 

“It is a bold step to make a 
bet of this scale.” said 
Emmanuel Weyd, ah energy 
analyst at JP Morgan Bank. 
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A LOVE STORY OF STYLE 


DAJANI JEWELLERS 

Shops. Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605 / 5920609 / 1 073^30007 

Web Site is 

www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality ht. 

1 hour service . 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get '-- 

* JUMBO photo re 
30% larger. . . 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. . 


Shmefsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffleh Tel: 822891 


Si 



Quality Serviced Suites 

*Orte & Two Bedrooms *Fu!ty 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Dafy & 
Long Stay *Reasonable Rates 


5tb Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-ntul : aymlQ gticom-jo 


F 

FOR 


tENT 

Deluxe Villas 
nd Apartments 


rrma 

P#IbS 





Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 

Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@go.com.jo 

Yn lodcpcndrai Budcct «Mciu Liccn-cc 


ERIE INI! 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 



Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
Open For Lunch & Dinner 
From 12:30 p.m. Until 12:30 a.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Street Tel: 5819730/5810811 
PC Box 6555. Amman-Ill 18 Jordan 


r ^/Ibmraj/orum 

At 6th Circle | 
Tel.: 5510001 

1 Hotel 



Wadi Rum Bar 

Looking for a good time 
drop by... 
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Miami Heat forward Clarence Weatherspoon (behind L) and Philadelphia 76ers for- 
ward Theo Ratliff (behind R) watch 76er guard Larry Hughes (L) foul Heat guard 
Tim Hardaway during first period action of their game at the Miami Arena in Miami. 
Florida (AFP photo) 

Raptors upset Pacers 


TORONTO (R) — Rookie 
Vince Carter scored his 
team's final six points and 
had a tip-in with 18 seconds 
to go as the Toronto Raptors 
moved two games over 300 
for the first time in franchise 
history with an 88-87 victory 
over the Indiana Pacers on 
Thursday. 

Named NBA Rookie of the 
Month for March earlier in 
the day. Carter scored 14 of 
Toronto's 19 fourth-quarter 
points. On the game- winner, 
he followed his own miss 
after getting a hand on the 
miss of a shot by teammate 
Charles Oakley. 

“Down the stretch, coach 
told me to do what I do best” 
said Carter. “He has shown a 
lot of faith in me and 
believes what I can do as a 
player. This one goes down 
as ray biggest memory in the 
pros as it comes against a 
team that a lot of people 
think can win the title." 

Carter finished with 31 
points, 11 rebounds and six 
assists for the Raptors, who 
extended their franchise- 
record home winning streak 
to seven games. 

The win moved Toronto to 
16-14 and also marked the 
first time in team history the 
Raptors beat Indiana, ending 
a 1 3-game losing streak to 
the Pacers. In its fourth sea- 
son in the NBA. Toronto has 
defeated every NBA team at 
least once. 

“This game was like a 
playoff gome, and each game 
we’ve been playing seems to 
have more intensity than the 
last one." said Raptors 
swingman Doug Christie. 

“Toronto is a different 
team than the team we 
played in February — there’s 
no comparison." said Pacers 
forward Chris Mullin. 
"Toronto is probably playing 
the best ball in the league 
right now.” 

At Detroit, Grant Hill had 
IS points and 11 assists as 


the Pistons posted their sixth 
straight victory and embar- 
rassed die Chicago Bulls for 
the second time "this season. 
107-75. 

The win, combined with 
Indiana's loss to Toronto, 
pulled the Pistons (20-12) 
within one-half game of the 
Pacers for the top spot in the 
Central Division. 

At Utah, John Stockton to 
Karl Malone proved too 
much for Hakeem Olajuwon. 
Charles Barkley and Scottie 
Pippen again. 

Stockton fed Malone for an 
1 8-footer with 2.7 seconds to 
play as the Jazz rallied from 
a 15-point deficit in the 
fourth quarter to end the 
Houston Rockets' nine-game 
winning streak, 88-87. 

Malone was limited to 16 
points but came through in 
the clutch thanks in part to 
Stockton, who had 1 1 points 
and 12 assists to help the 
Jazz, the two-time defending 
Western Conference champi- 
ons, move one game in front 
of Houston atop the Midwest 
Division. 

In San Antonio, on the day 
he was named the NBA's 
Player of the Month for 
March. Tim Duncan explod- 
ed for a career-high 39 
points, gave San Antonio the 
lead for good with a three- 
point play in the third quarter 
and ignited a game-clinching 
6-0 run as the Spurs beat the 
Vancouver Grizzlies 103-91. 

His ffontcourt mate David 
Robinson was sidelined with 
a left knee problem. 

In Denver. Chauncey 
Billups scored a career-high 
32 points and backup mate 
Nick Van Exel netted a sea- 
son-high 31 as the nuggets 
held on to bear the Seattle 
Supersonics 113-110. 

Denver, which had 
dropped 14 of its last 17 
games, improved to 2-1 
against Seattle this season. 

Dale Ellis missed a poten- 
tial tying 3-pointer at the 


buzzer for Seattle, which got 
33 points. 1 1 assists and just 
two turnovers from Gary 
Payton. 

In Miami. Man Geiger 
scored 13 of his season-high 
25 points in the fourth quar- 
ter as the Philadelphia 76ers 
snapped a nine-game losing 
streak to the Heat with an 88- 
84 victory, giving coach 
Larry Brown his 900th 
career win. 

Allen Iverson, who leads 
the NBA in scoring at 28.4 
points per game, scored 24 
but it was Geiger who car- 
ried Philadelphia down the 
stretch. 

At New Jersey, the Nets' 
Stephon Marbury scored 1 1 
of his 27 points in the fourth 
quarter but also was part of a 
collision that resulted in a 
broken leg for teammate 
Jayson Williams in a 90-85 
victory over the Atlanta 
Hawks. 

The injury to Williams, 
likely ending his season, 
came in the same game that 
saw the return of leading 
scorer Keith Van Horn, who 
had 24 points and nine 
rebounds after missing the 
last two games with a 
sprained right ankle. 

In New York, point guards 
Chris Childs and Charlie 
Ward combined for 14 of the 
Knicks' final 18 points and 
their team held on for a 78- 
74 victory over the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, who 
missed two wide-open 
jumpers in the final six sec- 
onds. 

Shawn Kemp netted 25 
points for Cleveland, which 
blew a 13-point lead and 
scored just 15 points in the 
fourth quarter. 

In Dallas, Michael Finley 
scored eight of his 22 points 
in a 3:45 span in the fourth 
quarter as the Mavericks 
pulled away for a 93-84 vic- 
tory over the NBA-worst 
Los Angeles Clippers. 


We have 

easiest 

title 

run-in — 
Chelsea 
boss 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Chelsea chairman Ken 
Bates warned Manchester 
United and Arsenal on 
Friday that the Blues have 
the easiest run-in of the 
three leading English 
Premiership tide con- 
tenders. 

In his Easter address to 
fans. Bates outlined his 
confidence that the 
European Cup Winners’ 
Cup holders would see off . 
the challenge of Real 
Mallorca in their forthcom- 
ing semi-final to meet 
Italians Lazio in the final. 

With the belief that they 
were on course to claim a 
Champions* League spot at 
the very least in the 
Premiership, he set manag- 
er Gianluca Vialli a 
Millennium target. 

Bates, who took over at 
Stamford Bridge in 1982, 
insisted: “We’ve got an eas- 
ier run-in than the other 
three clubs and have Leeds 
to come here next month so 
if we beat them we'll kill 
them off and definitely be 
in the Champions' League. 

“All the signs are that this 
is going to be the most suc- 
cessful season at the club 
since I’ve been here. 

“I know we won two cups 
last season but hopefully 
we will win the Cup 
Winners’ Cup again and 
also get into the 
Champions' League despite 
all the horrendous injuries 
we’ve had, which we don’t 
tend to talk about the way 
other clubs do. 

“It's really important that 
we go into the Millennium 
as one of the top clubs in 
Europe. Then of course die 
challenge is to stay there." 

Chelsea are seven points 
behind leaders United and 
three behind Arsenal with a 
game in hand but Bates 
added: “Manchester United 
have got injuries and 
they've also got a very 
heavy fixture schedule. 


Australian swimmer Grant Hackett in action during the heats of the mens 400 metres ' 

of the CTS World Swimming Championships at the Hong Kong Coliseum. Hackett qualified fastest witn a - 
championship record of 3:40.76 (AFP photo) 

Hackett smashes 400m freestyle record 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Australia’s Grant Hackett 
smashed the 400 metre 
freestyle record at the 
World Short Course 
Championships here 
Friday, shaving a massive 
four seconds off the old 
mark to win gold in 
3:35.01. 

Hackett obliterated com- 
patriot and friend Ian 
Thorpe’s existing mark of 
3:39.82 set in Perth last 
September. 

Thorpe also beat his old 
record, trailing in second 
in 3:35.64 in an electric 
final at the Hong 
Coliseum. 

Earl«er, Japan's Masami 
Tanaka broke the world 
record in the women's 200 
metre breastroke here 
with a time of 2:20.22 to 
bag her second gold of the 
meet. 

Tanaka, the Asian 
Games gold medallist, 
shaved nearly half a sec- 
ond off Samantha Riley’s 
four-year-old time of 
2:20.85 set in Rio de 
Janeiro in 1995, beating 
two-time Olympic cham- 


Kong 



Australian swimmer l3n Thorpe (R) smiles with compatriot and great rival Mi chav 5 
Klim as he learns he has broken the 200-metre freestyle world record in the final at 
the world short course swimming championships at the Hong Kong Coliseum. 
Thorpe beat the previous record of I minute 43.64 with a time of 1 minute 43.28 « AFP 
photo) 

pion Penny Heyns 
second place. 


into Tanaka clinched victor)* breaststroke 
in the women's 50m Thursday. 


iter. 


Professional Opportunities 
Information Systems Division/Applications and 
Technical Sections 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company Ltd. 



A major project is under implementation at the Information Systems Division. ISD, of 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company, JPR. The project involves integrated business 
applications running on two IBM AS/400e servers. The company is seeking highly 
qualified, experienced and motivated professionals to fill the following vacancies in the 
Applications and Technical sections of ISD. 

Assistant Birector/Applteations 


|To work closely with ISD Director. Assistant Director/Technical, manage and lead the 
application group in the implementation and support of an Enterprise Resource 
Planning, ERP, system. Qualifications include: 

• BS/MS degree in Computer Science or related fields 

• Good knowledge of financials, sales order processing, purchasing, and/or 
Inventory systems. Knowledge of plant/equipment maintenance systems is a plus. 

• Experience in software development and implementation, system analysis, 3 & 
4 GL languages, client/server applications, and project management. 

• Self-motivated and have good communication and interpersonal skids. 

Assistant Plrector/Technlcal 


To work closely with ISD Director, Assistant Director/Applications, manage and lead the 
technical group in the implementation, support, and operation of the IT Infrastructure ini 
JPR. Qualifications include: ! 

BS/MS degree in Computer/Electrical engineering 
Good knowledge of midrange and client/server platforms 
Experience in Installation and maintenance of system software, RDBMS, 
application software, networking, and project management 
Self-motivated and have good communication and Interpersonal skills. 

To apply, candidates should fill relevant forms available from the Personnel Department, 
Jabal Amman, First Circle, Mutanabee Street, P.O. Box 1079, Amman 11118. Please 
attach a complete up-to-date resume of work experience and qualifications. Last date to' 
apply is April 15, 1999. All applications will be handled confidentially. 1 

Chairman of the Board u 


Looking To Rent 

European family looking to rent house for 6 months ; 
(possible extension 3 years) 

Swimming pool, 3 bedrooms, furnished 
Preferably in Abdoun, Sweifreh. Zahran 

± 2,000 USD/month j 

Please make offer per fax at number j 
5527185 for room 202 i 


m 


Modern Educational Systems 


Book Promoter Neeripri 

MES seeks immediate employment of an 
aggressive and dynamic person to promote 
a new syllabus of English for schools and colieges 
The candidate should be conversant in 
Methodology, fluent in English (preferably a 
native speaker of English) and willing to 
work with schoolteachers. Past experience 
j in the field of Book promotion or Teaching 
English and owning a car are required conditions, 
interested parties may write to the following 
address enclosing their CV’s , copies cf 
certificates and a recent photo: 

Ge neral M an ag er , P.O.Box 751 , Amman 
11953 or send to Fax 55 39 617 



Ctmo.ni TheuTKe Cinema 


CINEMA TEL:463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA T 


Tom Hanks & 
Edward Bums ...in 


SAVING 
PRIVATE RYAN 

Shows: 12:15, 3:15.6:15, 9:15 


CINEMA TEL.463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA ‘2’ 


RONIN 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
A LITTLE PRINCESS 
Shows: 12:30. 3:30 



Cinema 


Cinema Thearne Cinema <T ■ "rC " ( 


Leonardo Di Caprio ... in 

TITANIC 

Shows:12:l5. 3:30. 6:45, 9:45 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORDE 


ALWAD MAHROUS 

BIA'ALWAZIR 
Shows; 1230, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 1030 


Patrick Swayze .. in 

BLACK DOG 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOt 

urmre.cns.com. 


)UN 

..joiGalleria [ 
Jackie Chan & Orris Tuckcr..in j 

RUSH HOUR j 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30 

THE MAGIC SWORD 

Shows:5:00 


Cinema tel:5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


, ABDOUN 
; www.cns.eom. joiGalleria 

I Tom Hanks & Mtfsj Ryan.. in 

' YOU'VE GOT M@IL 

Shows: 6:15. 8:30. 10:45 

the magic sword 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies, 


YanesThgfaT 

TEL- 4625155 


Starting on the Lid... 
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AL SAL\M AL 

Staninc at 8:3n r . n; 


V 

I 


£ 


w . * 














‘*sh aircraft 
aqi site 




: 5 s aeepen; 




Sports 


Jordan beats Qatar 75-70 

AMMAN — The Kingdom’s men's basketball team 
beat its Qatari counterpart 75-70 in a friendly match in 
Doha which comes as part of both teams’ preparations 
for regional events. Qatar had won the first of a series 
of matches 79-7 1 . A third match is scheduled before the 
team returns home Sunday. The Kingdom’s team last 
week had a tr ainin g camp in Beirut, Lebanon, where 
they won three matches and lost another three. 
Following the team’s results in Beirut, the Jordan 
Basketball Federation (JBF) decided to dismiss the 
Bulgarian coach and appointed Murad Barakat to take 
charge. Informed sources said the JBF was contacting a 
U.S. coach to supervise and prepare the team for the 9th 
Pan-Arab Games which will be held in Amm an this 
summer. 

Handball, basketball teams 
to play in Egypt 

AMMAN — The national handball team for women 
will hold a training camp in Cairo and Alexandria at the 
end of this month as part of preparations for the Pan- 
Arab Games — A1 Hussein Tournament. During the 
camp, the team, which is being trained by Iraqi coach 
Qutaibah Ahmad, will play a- number of friendlies 
against Cairo's AI Ahli and the Under- 18 Zamalek 
team, as well as against Alexandria’s Samouha and 
Sporting teams. Meanwhile, the Jordan Basketball 
Federation is currently contacting its Egyptian counter- 
part to hold a training camp in Egypt for the national 
women's team, which is also preparing for the Arab 
Games. 

Fencing tourney to be held 
next week 

AMMAN — The Jordan Fencing Federation will host 
the teams of Lebanon. Tunisia and Iraq od Saturday to 
hold a small-scale championship in the epee and sabre 
events. Last week, the national team started training ' 
intensively and will hold an S-day training camp in Iraq 
at the end of this mouth where they will play a number 
of friendlies against their Iraqi counterparts. 

Sports Palace closes 
for maintenance 

AMMAN — Maintenance ai the Sports Palace at Al 
Hussein Youth City will start this week in preparation 
for the Pan-Arab Games. Five teams from three feder- 
ations volleyball, handball and basketball utilise the 
palace for their training. 

Oman to take part in 3 events only 

AMMAN — Oman’s Olympic Committee has decided 
to participate in soccer, athletics and shooting at the 
Pan-Arab Games. The AI Hussein Tournament will 
have 26 out of 62 Olympic Games on its Aug. 15-31 
schedule of events. 


SCOREBOARD 


Davis Cap 

World Group 

• Sweden 0 Slovakia 1 

Karol Kocera (Svkj bt Thomas Johansson (Swe) 6-1, 7- 
6 (9/7), 2-6, 6-3 

• Zimbabwe 1 Australia 0 

Byron Black (Zim) bt Mark Philippoussis (Aus) 6-3, 3- 
6, 4-fr, 6-3, 7-5 

• France 0 Netherlands 1 

Richard Krajicek (Ned) bt Jerome Golmard (Fra) 3-6. 4- 
6, 7-6 (7/5). -6-4-, 6-2 

Asia-Oceania Zone Group_Qne 

• New Zealand 1 South Korea 1 

Hyung-Taik Lee (Kor) bt Mark Nielsen (Nzl) 7-5, 6-0, 

6- 4 

Brett Steven (Nzl) bt Hyeong-Keun Song (Kor) 6-3, 6- 
4.6-4 

• Japan 1 Uzbekistan 1 

Takao Suzuki (Jpri) bt Vadim Kutsenko (Uzb) 6-3, 6-4, 

7- 5 

Oleg Ogorodov (Uzb) bt Goichi Motomura (Jpn) 2-6, 7- 
6 (7/5), 6-2, 6-7 (6/8), 3-0. retired 

• India 2 China 0 

Leander Paes (lnd) bt Zhang Yu (Clm) 6-4, 6-2, 6-3 
Syed Fazaluddin (Indj bt Zhu Ben-Qiang (Chn) 7-6 
(7/3), 6-3, 6-t 

• Spain 1 Brazil 1 

Carlos Moya (Spa) bt Fernando Meligeni (Bra) 6-2, 6-7 
(3/7), 6-0, 6-4 

Gustavo Kuerten (Bra) bt Alex Corretja (Spa) 6-3, 6-4, 
7-5 

• Germany 1 Russia 0 

Tommy Hass (Ger) bt Marat Safin (Rus) 6-7'(4/7), 6-4, 
6-3. 2-6, 9-7 

Asia/Ocea nia Group Two 

•Taipei 1 Qatar 0 _ . 

Wei-Jen Chene (Tpe) bt Sultan Al-Alawi (Qat) 6-3, 6-0, 

6-4 ' 

• Kazakhs tan 2 Sri Lanka 0 

Alexei Kedriouk (KazT bt Asiri Iddamalgoda. (Sri) 6-3, 

3-6.6-0,64 

Pavel Baranov (Kaz) bt Jayendra. Wijeyesekera (Sri) 5- 
7, 4-6, 6-4, 6-1, 6-1 


NBA RESULTS 


Toronto 
Detroit 
Philadelphia 
New Jersey 
New York 
Dallas 
San Antonio 
Denver 
Utah 


88 

Indiana 

87 

107 

Chicago 

75 

88 

Miami 

84 

90 

Atlanta 

85 

78 

Cleveland 

74 

93 

LA Clippers 

84 

103 

Vancouver 

91 

113 

Seattle 

no 

88 

Houston 

87 
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Shadian 

dominates 

RACJ 

Speed 

Test 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Khatchik Shadian won the 
second Speed Test of the 
year when he maintained 
best time in Friday’s three 
rounds of the event organ- 
ised by the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan 
(RACJ). 

Shadian clocked 1:55.64 
in his Renault 5 GT Turbo 
leading the 24 participants 
with Mohammad Ma'ani 
coming second with 1:56.62 
and Othman . Nashashibi 
third with 1:59.11. 

Shadian’s elder brother, 
Barkev, was fourth followed 
by Khaled Al Sai’i, Tareq 
Taba'a and Ahmad Daoud. 

With Friday’s win, 
Shadian maintained his lead 
atop the Speed Test champi- 
onship after winning the 
season's inaugural Speed 
Test on March 19 in which 
27 participants took part. 


Pantan i 
unlikely 
to defend 
Tour de 
France title 


PARIS l AFP) — Italy’s Tour 
de France champion Marco 
Pantani has announced that 
he is unlikely to defend Ids 
title in the 1999 race. 

The 29-year-old said that 
following a fall at the Tour of 
Murcia in Spain earlier this 
month be wants to concen- 
trate his efforts on defending 
his Tour of Italy title. In 1998 
Pantani won both the Italian 
and French Tours. 

He added that he will par- 
ticipate in the Tour of Spain 
from September 4-26 to get 
in form for the world cham- 
pionships at Verona, in north- 
ern Italy in early October. 

Nicknamed “II Pirata" 
because of his shaved head, 
earring and colourful ban- 
danas, Pantani is one of the 
best climbers in the world. 


W. Asian Basketball Championship 

Iranian team’s withdrawal 
leaves only 3 teams confirmed 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 2nd West Asian 
Basketball Championship hosted by 
Al Orthodoxi Club, lost another 
contender when Iran's Baykan 
declined participation over the 
weekend. 

Last week, title favourites, 
Lebanese champions AI Hikma, 
also pulled out of the April 12-17 
event leaving only three teams con- 
firmed: Iraq’s Air Force Club, the 
Palestinian National Authority 
national team, and hosts Jordanian 
champions Al Orthodoxi Club. 

According to Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF) officials, talks are 
still under-way to secure the partic- 
ipation of Yemen’s AI Mina' and 
Syrian champions Al Wihdeh, now 
AJ Orthodoxi 's sole arch-rival in the 


six-day tournament where the win- 
ning team will qualify to play in the 
Asian Clubs Championship in May. 

Al Hikma, Arab champions for the 
last two years with professional 
players on their line-up, cited 
injuries on their lineup and pre- 
ferred to stay away from the compe- 
tition having aufomatically quali- 
fied to ' the Asian Clubs 
Championship as hosts of the finals 
in Beirut. 

Al Orthodoxi and Al Ahli both 
previously look part in the Asian 
Clubs Championship with Al Ahli 
securing the best Jordanian showing 
with a fourth place finish in 1 995. 

The Asian Clubs Championship 
will include 10 titleholding Asian 
teams: the top four from the last 
championship, one each from the 
ABC’s five zones and the host 


nation. 

The International Basketball 
Federation, FIBA, has approved for 
the champion club of Asia to partic- 
ipate in the McDonalds 
Championship which will be held in 
Italy later this year. 

The McDonalds Championship, a 
high level tourney, groups the 
world's top teams including the 
NBA champion, two teams from 
Europe, one team from South 
America and the best team from 
Oceania. From now on, the Asian 
champion will now take part in the 
annual event biennially. 

The West Asian Championship 
was initiated with the formation of 
Asian Basketball Confederation’s 
( ABC) West Asia Zone last year and 
three championships have been held 
so far. The women’s and the U-1S 


youth’s tournaments and the 1st 
West Asian Championship in which 
five teams took part. 

Al Riyadi of Lebanon won the 
title playing against Al Mina’, Al 
Wihdeh, Iran's Zobohan and 
Jordan's former champions Al 
Jazireh who were hosts. 

The JBF had initially suggested 
enabling national team players to 
join the Al Orthodoxi’s lineup as 
pan of preparations for this sum- 
mer's Pan-Arab Games. It was not 
yet clear how rhai set-up would be 
arranged. 

The national team recently con- 
cluded a training camp in Lebanon 
and is currently in Qatar where they 
will play three-matches. 


Hingis advances but Seles falters at Hilton Head 


HILTON HEAD (AFP) — 
Top seed Martina Hingis got 
off to a slow start but picked 
up the pace to post a 7-5, 6-1 
victory over Conchita 
Martinez Thursday in the third 
round of the Family Circle 
Cup. 

Seeking her first title in two 
months, Hingis fell behind the 
lCKh-seeded Spaniard. 2-4, in 
the first set before winning II 
of the next 13 games. 

“I played terrible in the 
beginning." Hingis said. 
was not really into it and I got 
myself down. But I kind of 
picked up my game, especial- 
ly in the second set. I started 
malting more winners. I was 
malting some shots 1 would 
miss before and it was a big 
change." 

Defending champion and 
fifth seed Amanda Coetzer of . 
South Africa couldn’t get her 
game going, jailing 6-2, 6-3. to : 
Henrieta Nagyova of 
Slovakia. 

Last year, Coetzer won die 
biggest tide of her career here 
and became the lowest seed, 
at No. 4, to win the event 

Second-seeded Monica 
Seles followed Coetzer out of 
the tournament falling to 
Russian Elena Likhovtseva 7- 
6 (7/4), 6-2. 


They got a late start on their 
night showcase match after 
rain interrupted the last day 
march between third-seeded 
Czech Jana Novotna and 
Italian Silvia Farina 

Novotna shrugged off the 
disruption, quickly wanning 
the two games she needed to 
complete a 5-7, 7-5, 6-3 victo- 
ry over Farina 

Hingis improved to 7-2 life- 
time against Martinez, earning 
her first win on clay over the 
Spaniard in three tries. 

Making her first appearance 
at Hilton Head since earning 
the ride here in 1997. the 18- 
year-old Hingis has not 
claimed a tide since defeating 
Coetzer in the Pan Pacific 
Open in Japan on February 7. 
She also won her third straight 
Australian Open singles tide 
in January. 

‘ Hingis will, take on Natasha 
£vereva of Belarus in Friday’s 
quarterfinals. Zvereva dis- 
patched Nathalie Dechy of 
France. 6-3, 7-6 (7/4). 

In other third-round play, 
sixth seed Patty Schnyder of 
Switzerland downed Iva 
Majoti of Croatia, 7-6 (7/2), 6- 
3. seventh-seeded Russian 
teenager Anna Koumikova 
got past Barbara Schett of 


THE JORDANIAN-AMERICAN COMMISSION 
FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE 


pULgRJJQH"J” 


The Binational Fulbright Commission (BFC) in Jordan is pleased to 
announce the scholarship awards competition for Jordanian 
nationals only, for the 2000-2001 academic year in the United States 
in the following award categories : 

- Graduate Degree ( Masters or PhD ) 

- Post-Doctoral Research or Lecturing 

- H.EL Humphrey Professional, non-degree program 

Individuals interested in applying for these prestigious awards must 
meet the basic minimum requirements: 

- Superior Academic and Professional Achievement 

- English Language Proficiency (TOEFL of 575 or better- 
232 on the CBT: Computer Based Test) 

- Required Standardized Tests (minimum GRE of 1500, 
minimum GMAT of 500) for the graduate degree application . 

Completed applications for each of the grant categories must be 
submitted to the Fulbright office No Later Than 30 July 1999 
(No Exceptions). 


;;;Eor the hnnhnum requirements to 

•’ i " compete for eadraward and to ; obtairi application forms, please visit 
■ . the M&fcdi Bin Barakafi Sheet ... . 


Learn 

Ceramic Arts 

Join 

The April 1999 course 
in Ceramic Arts 


experience 
and have 
minimum 


* 


IMMIGRATION TO 

CANADA 


ORFALI ART CENTER 


TeL 552^32, 5510603 
E-mail: orfali@netsxom.io 


15 thousand. 
University 
graduates, 

| professionals 

with 

diploma/ 

certificate. 


♦ IHVESTOriS « CNTHIPBCNCUKS ♦ DUSINLiS.Y.CN 

♦ CQNTrlACTOftft » ENGINEERS ♦ MANAGERS 

♦ PBOGRaVMfKS ♦ TtCHNICItNS ♦ JOURNALISTS 

♦ PHYSIOTHERAPISTS « PATHOLOCISTO ASS. ♦ ECONOMISTS 

AI'.O mnny other oc cup .it ions thnt enrmot bo lir.tocl huro. 


Le Meridian Hotel in Amman 
Tel: 5696511 

from 5" April 1999 up to II 1 " April 1999. 


Mdrama In Cauda: 

AJLM WMimAlTON CONSULTANTS 

438, MoGO, Sun* 500, Montml. PQ, H2Y 2G1 CJ 
T«L- (314) 678 ■ ion F«C (514) B7S - 10K 
E-malt uvncofliuOtotaLiiet 



Conchita Martinez 

Austria 7-6 (8/6). 6-4, and 
Germany's Andrea Glass 


defeated Spain's Gala Leon 
Garcia, 6-4, 6-3. 


Koumikova and Glass will 
meet in the quarterfinals. 



Please join us at the opening of 

a unique exhibition of 


Hand-painted Ostrich Eggs 

depicting wild animals of Jordan 
by ‘Oraib Sakkijha 


Wednesday 7 April 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

on sale at Jordan River Designs 

at 6th left turn off Rainbow St. from 1st Circle, Jabal Amman 

Exhibition lasts thru Tue. 13 April 

(8 a.m. -7 p.m. daily; 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Fri.) 

For details call 

Wadi Dana Nature Shop 4655346 
The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 

helping nature, helping people 


1—1 — Travel & tourism ~ 


J invites you to join us to 
4 our magnificent tour to 



4 days / 3 nights 
In-Oat 9 - 12/04/1 


T&itdutg- tfotc “Pfafrjuf &euten 


For reservation or more information , please do not 
hesitate to coated as to enable us to serve you. 
Our telephones j 55 35 704 - 55 35 705 Far. 55 35 706 

Rabfa- Amman 


1999 


Using Hop! Jordanian Flights Ai Scmeir Amis 
Inter Continental Hotel on Bed buffet breakfast 
basis , including 2 way transfer from Cairo 
Airport to Hotel and V.V, with full day tour to 
Pyramids S. Sphinx and Half day to Egyptian 
museum . 

I’/itb only 300 J.P Per Person in OBI room 
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Kurdish rebel leader Ocalan meets 
relatives for first time in 21 years 


ANKARA (AFP) — Jailed 
Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan on 
Friday met his brother and 
sister for the First in more 
than 20 years on the prison 
island where he has been 
kept since his capture in 
February, one of the the 
rebel leader’s lawyer. 
Mahmut Sakar. said. 

Ocalan’s sister. Hawa 
Keser. and his brother. 
Mehmet Ocalan. were 
allowed to meet the rebel 
leader “separately for 30 
minutes each.” the lawyer 
told AFP on the phone 
after their return from the 
island of Imrali in north- 


western Turkey. 

Sakar. one of the two 
lawyers who travelled to 
the island with Ocalan's 
relatives, was unable to 
provide further derails. 
“We did not witness the 
meetings." he said. 

It was the first family 
reunion since Ocalan 
founded the Kurdish 
Labour Party fPKK) in 
1978 and then left Turkey 
to lead the Kurdish armed 
campaign for a homeland 
from Syrian exile. 

In the 21 intervening 
years, Ocalan has been in 
touch only with his brother 
Osman, a commander in 


the PKK’s armed wing. 

Keser and Mehmet 
Ocalan are Ocalan's first 
private visitors so far. Only 
his lawyers and a human 
rights delegation from the 
Council of Europe have 
been permitted to see him 
since his capture. 

“Other relatives of 
Ocalan also want to visit 
him. I think they will lodge 
a formal application to be 
granted permission to meet 
him," Sakar said without 
giving details. 

The" lawyer added that he 
met Ocalan along with his 
colleague, Hatice KorkuL 
for an hour. 


“It was a positive meet- 
ing. We discussed details 
of his defence,” Sakar 
said. 

The lawyer said that 
Ocalan had repeated his 
calls fora democratic solu- 
tion to the Kurdish prob- 
lem in Turkey's southeast. 
“We will announce the 
details later.” he said. 

Ocalan is currently 
awaiting a treason trial in 
connection with the PKK’s 
armed campaign since 
1984 for KunJish self-rule 
in southeastern Turkey. 
Violence connected with 
the conflict has claimed 
almost 3 1 .000 lives. 


After 

Yugoslavia, 
Israel could 
be next— 
Sharon 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon believes Israel 
should re&ain from support- 
ing the NATO strikes on 
Yugoslavia because the 
Jewish stale could itself be a 
victim in future, an Israeli 
newspaper reported Friday. 

“If Israel supports the type 
of action that's going on in 
Kosovo, it risks becoming 
the next victim.” Sharon 
told a meeting of his close 
aides, according to the 
Yediot Aharonot newspaper. 

“Imagine that one day the 
Arabs of Galilee decide to 
demand autonomy for their 
region and join up with the 
Palestinian National 

Authority." he said, warning 
that any attempt to force a 
solution in that case would 
be “very dangerous" for 
Israel. 

Sharon said the European 
states have led the 
Americans into a “terrible 
operation” in Yugoslavia. 

“Brutal intervention must 
not be legitimised as a way 
to try to impose a solution in 
regional conflicts." he was 
quoted as saying. “Far from 
easing the conflict, the 
American bombardments 
have caused suffering and 
sent tens of thousands of 
refugees fleeing.” 

In a statement Thursday, 
however, the foreign min- 
istry said Sharon's remarks 
had been distorted. 

“His position is the terri- 
ble human tragedy in 
Yugoslavia and particularly 
Kosovo must be brought to 
an end immediately.'’ the 
ministry said. 


Turkish army curbs foreign 
non-military ties — paper 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey's 
powerful militaiy has stopped 
bolding meetings with foreign 
parliamentarians and civilian 
groups in the hope of deflecting 
Western criticism that it inter 
venes in politics, a newspaper 
said on Friday. 

HurriyeL frequently used as a 
conduit for statements by the 
influential military, said Chief of 
Staff Huseyin Kivrikoglu had 
introduced a policy under 
which the general staff would 
receive only foreign militaiy 
delegations. 

The militaiy, regarded as the 
guardians of Turkey's secularist 
democracy, have staged three 
coups since 1960 and wield 
considerable influence over 
Ankara's fractious parliament 


Kivrikoglu. though widely 
regarded as a strong personality, 
hi studiously kept a lower pro- 
file than the previous command. 

One of the obstacles to 
Turkish accession to the 
European Union is the broadly- 
held belief in diplomatic dicks 
that the military ultimately 
holds sway over politicians in 
Ankara- 

The militaiy' insists the fact 
that the general staff is not sub- 
ordinated to the defence min- 
istry does not imply that the 
generals are ascendant. 

Last momh. however, 
Kivrikoglu publicly warned 
deputies against moves to delay 
general elections, exerting pres- 
sure which helped to keep polls 
on schedule for April 18. 


“The new practice was influ- 
enced by the West’s criticism 
that The army intervenes in pol- 
itics' and reports by delegations 
visiting the general staff to the 
effect that 'the army interferes 
with government',” Huniyet 
said. 

It said the decision also 
applied to foreign journalists 
who requested meetings. There 
was no indication that the deci- 
sion would affect die general 
staff's activities domestically. 

Huniyet said the change in 
policy emerged when the mili- 
tary halted its practice of meet- 
ing U.S. congressional delega- 
tions. The general staff said it 
was more appropriate for US. 
congressmen to hold talks with 
Turkish parliamentarians. 



SPRING TIME IN LONDON: Tulips in Parliament Square bloom on Friday as 
Temeratures in the capital rose above 20 Celsius for the Easter weekend ( AP photo) 


SPLA say hostages died in rescue attempt 


NAIROBI t AFP) — The rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
.Army (SPLA) said Friday that 
three government officials and 
a Red Crescent worker who 
were reportedly executed died 
when government soldiers 
stormed the insurgents’ camp 
in a rescue bid. 

“Sometime last week, gov- 
ernment soldiers stormed our 
camp in an anempt ro rescue 
the captives and in the ensuing 
fight, the four and several 
SPLA soldiers were killed.” 
said SPLA spokesman Samson 
Kwaje told AFT*. * 

“They were caught in the 
crossfire." he insisted. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRO said 
on Th unday that it had been 
informed that the four 
hostages, whom the SPLA 
termed prisoners of war, were 
executed 

The four were captured by 
the SPLA in southern Sudan 
on Feb. IS, along with two 
expatriate ICRC delegates, but 
the two Swiss nationals were 


released on March 11 

The SPLA said last month 
that it had established that one 
of the four. John Gatroy. was a 
tracking officer wifi) the 
Sudanese Red Crescent and 
that it intended to set him free. 

The three others who had 
been proved ‘beyond any 
doubt” to be spies w ere being 
detained for further interroga- 
tion. according to the SPLA. 

The SPLA earlier gave their 
names as: 

— Ismail Edaam Ibrahim, a 
security officer from the mili- 
tary intelligence unit attached 
to an oil company prospecting 
for oil in Bentiu area with addi- 
tional assignment of monitor- 
ing SPLA troop movement. 

— Abdu Ahmad Tia, a 
retired military officer working 
as a local administrator in 
Pariang rural council in Bentiu 
county. 

— Chief Mayiik Choi 
Bilkuei. a former SPLA non- 
commissioned officer (NCO) 
who defected from the SPLA 
in 1991 and became the com- 


mander of a tribal militia sen - 
ins the government. 

On "March 6. SPLA 
spokesman Kwaje said the 
hostages were apprehended by 
rebel fighters as they drove to 
Paiyang. a contested area, 
where both Sudanese govern- 
ment and the SPLA have 
troops, after landing by plane 
in Bentiu. 

Bentiu is under the control of 
the government and its allied 
militia led by Rick Machar 
Machar. now a deputy to 
Sudanese President Omar 
Bashir, was an ally of the main 
rebel . SPLA leader Colonel 
John Garang before he defect- 
ed to Khartoum. 

Since 1983, the conflict 
between the Arab-Muslim 
north and the majority 
Christian and animist south hi 
left between one million and 
1.5 million people dead, most- 
ly victims of war-related 
famine and disease. 

President Gaafar 

Muhammad Nimeri’s decision 
in that vear to bring an end ro 


the autonomous status of the 
south (dating from the Addis 
Ababa agreement of 1972 ) and 
enforce Islamic Sharia law pro- 
voked an outbreak of hostilities 
after 1! years of peace. 

John Garang. a dissident 
colonel, founded the SPLA in a 
bid ro end domination of the 
African south by the .Arabised. 
Muslim north. 

Numerous rounds of talks 
aimed at ending the conflict 
have failed to resolve the dis- 
pute. 

The last round of negotia- 
tions in Addis Ababa last 
August broke up in disarray 
after both sides failed to agree 
on the wording of a joint corn- 
murtique. 

Both sides acknowledged 
that they do not agree on two 
key points: the definition of 
southern Sudan and separation 
of state and religion. • 

They also disagreed on 
whether die country should be 
run on federal or confederal 
lines before a referendum on 
die future of the south. 


Christians in disarray over new door for church 


By Catherine Dupeyron 

Agence France Presse 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Israel has sparked sharp dis- 
agreement among the Holy 
Land's Christian communities 
by pressing for a new door to 
the Church of the Hoiy 
Sepulchre to cope with the mil- 
lions of pilgrims expected for 
the Millennium. 

The director of Christian 
relations ai the Israeli ministry 
of religious affairs. Uri Mor. 
told representatives of the 
Christian communities that 
with only one door for both 
entrance and exit, and thou- 
sands of visitors every day. the 
church is fundamentally 
unsafe. 

‘The problem is gaining the 
consent of the different 
Christian communities... who 
have agreed on the principle 
but not on exactly where the 
door should be.” Mor told AFP. 

Tf there was a fire it would 
be a disaster. A new door could 
be put in in three days and the 
[Israeli] government is ready to 
pay." he said 

The number of pilgrims that 
the church can accommodate 
safely would jump if another 
door were to be opened in the 
walls, Mor told the Christian 
leaders. 

But the thorny questions of 
the location of tie door, where 
the passage leading to it should 
be situated and who should 
hold the key to the new 
entrance have yet to be decided 



An Israeli soldier and several tourists stand near the artrance 
to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre on Friday (AFP photo) 


and are looking more and more 
intractable. 

The proposal for a new door 
is upsetting the delicate equilib- 
rium between the three com- 


munities — Franciscan, Greek 
Orthodox and Armenian — 
which have rights over the ate 
and which view each other 
with barely concealed hostility. 


The level of mutual suspicion 
is such that the key to tie pre- 
sent door of the church has 
been guarded for centuries by 
members of a Muslim family 
who are responsible for open- 
ing up each morning. 

Each community has a veto 
over any change or innovation 
because consensus is the cen- 
tral principle of the so-called 
status quo agreement govern- 
ing arrangements at the church, 
the holiest site in the Christian 
world. 

Three smaller communities 
— the Syrian Orthodox, the 
Copts and the Ethiopians — 
have limited rights within and 
around the church. 

According to the Armenians 
and the Franciscans, tbe new 
door should be opened in the 
Greek Orthodox part of the 
building, but tbe Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate in 
Jerusalem has refused com- 
ment on the request 

On the question of the pas- 
sageway leading to the door, 
“the most natural route would 
be through tbe section belong- 
ing to the Ethiopians,” accord- 
ing to Father Emilio Barcena, 
the cfirector of the Christian 
Information Centre. 

“But in that case, they [the 
Ethiopians] would be left with 
nothing because they have 
such a small space. Perhaps we 
should think of giving them 
somewhere else to compen- 
sate," he said. 

The church stands over tbe 
site where most Christians 


believe Jesus Christ was cruci- 
fied and buried to rise from the 
dead after the three-day Easter 
being celebrated this weekend. 

It had 12 doors when it was 
built in its current form by the 
Crusaders in the 12th century. 

But Saladin. tbe Muslim 
commander who defeated the 
Crusaders in 1 187, ordered that 
1 1 of the doors be bricked up. 
Ever since, tbe church has had 
only one door. 

Confessional wrangling has 
slowed down other watk to the 
church in the past The renova- 
tion of the dome which stands 
above the supposed tomb of 
Christ was only finished last 
year despite tbe feet that woric 
started 44 years previously. 

“Any other church of this 
size with only one door would 
have been closed long ago," 
said Robert Fortin, the secre- 
tary of a Christian body organ- 
ising the Millennium celebra- 
tions in Jerusalem. 

“Any other government in 
the world would not have 
accepted such a situation. But 
the Israeli government is sym- 
pathetic and it is mro that shut- 
ting the church would have 
repercussions around the 
world.” he said. 

The problem becomes more 
and more pressing as the cele- 
brations approach marking 
2.000 years of the Christian exa. 

The church is currently visit- 
ed by some 600,000 pilgrims 
annually, but Mor estimates 
ihai 1.5 million people will visit 
next year. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


j Arafat to visit Japan next week 

! TOKYO i AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat win 
: make a two-day visit to Japan .starting April 7 to hold talks with 
] Japanese officials over the Middle East peace process. Foreign 
I Minister Masahiko Kumura said Friday. "[Arafat 1 is to meet 
with me and Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi. and we would like 
j to exchange our views on the Middle East peace process." 
Komura told a news conference. 


Hamas rips Milosevic 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Palestinian Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas) slammed Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic on Frida)’ as a “butcher” presiding over the 
“massacre" of ethnic .Albanian Muslims in Kosovo province. 
“Hamas is following with great concern and anger the bloody 
massacre which the Serbian forces have been perpetrating under 
the direction of the butcher Slobodan Milosevic against the 
Muslims of Kosovo." Hamas said in a statement. These actions 
“resemble the terrorist slaughter which the Zionists carried out 
and continue to cany our against the Palestinian people,” Flamas 
charged. 

Iranian cleric condemns Serbs, NATO 

TEHRAN (R) — A senior Iranian cleric on Friday denounced 
Serbian brutality against Muslims in Kosovo but said NATO 
strikes on Yugoslavia were aimed only at boosting U.S. 
supremacy. “The Serbs are truly oppressive and someone must 
put an end to this tyranny.” former President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafcanjam said in a sermon at Tehran's Friday prayers, carried 
on state radio. But he denounced punitive NATO air strikes 
against Yugoslavia as dangerous and designed to boost US. 
dominance. “There is no goodvrifr...This is Europe's eastern gate 
and NATO considers this as its own territory.” said Rafsanjani. 
who beads the Expediency Council, a key political arbitration 
body. “The danger is that Muslims will get nothing. This is a 
wrong move that derives from a position of arrogance, with the 
excuse of protecting the oppressed.” he said. Iran, which cur- 
rently chairs the 55-member Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC). has called for negotiations to end the killings 
and expulsion of Muslim ethnic Albanians from Kosovo. 

SLA militiaman wounded 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — A member of the Israeli-allied South 
Lebanon Army militia was wounded Friday in a bomb attack bv 
HizboUah guerrillas in the Israeli-occupied zone in south 
Lebanon, the SLA said The militiaman was hit when an explo- 
re device blew- up in the path of an SLA patrol in the western 
sector of the zone, it said The Shiite Muslim HizboUah claimed 
responsibility for the attack, which it said caused several casual- 
ties. One SLA soldier has been killed and more than If) others 
woimded in attacks, mosdy by HizboUah guerrillas who are 
fighting to end Israel's 21-year occupation of south Lebanon 

Last year. 35 SLA men were slain and 50 others wounded 

Barak maintains lead over Netanyahu 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Labour opposition leader Ehud Barak is 
maintaining his nairow lead over right-win* Israeli pn ' 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu ahead of elections for the are 
miership this summer, two opinion polls published on Frid^ 
suggested. Both polls gave Barak a lead of three 
Netanyahu, well within the margins of error cited bv the X 
stere. The Labour leader would win 46 ner emt At ^ 
against 43 per cent for Netanyahu, as expected. the mf 
meet head-tohead in a second round run-off on Juj* I an ^ 
ing to a poll in fee mass circulation daily Yediot Ahararinr 
other poEL in the daily Maanv. gave Barak 45 ner cenr ■ ’ , 

Of don’t knows — 11 per cent in ^diotid I fS ^ 
Maariv. In the first round on May 1 7. Netanyahu would h^‘ O' 
Six candidates standing but fell well short of the h jd ^ 

ity needed to avoid a run-off. both polls found vJ!r ma - ior * 
Netanyahu 36 percent against 23 per cent for Burak md\ 7^1 
cent fa- former Deforce Minister Yiizhak MordedS who k P f 
a new centrist party. Maanv gave Netanyahu and Rm i jl! 
shares of the vote but gave Montieehai bnlv Pp^ l ^ thcsi 


same 


Mobile phone swap 
does robber in 

HONG KONG |R » — A tlttef 
robbed, a taxi drber o{ hU 
mobile phone but was caught 
because he left hiv own pfow 
behind, a newspaper rapped. 
The phone r.ix only pro^xial 
the home number of the n’bber. 
Kwok O-Hni. i! also made 
identification coy hxxiiLt it 
had a picture of him and hm 
drlfocnd on it. (he '-txilh China 
Morning sard Kv.’.ik. 21 
who stole HK-S.L^Y t iS42fii 
from the taxi lirber a* well as 
the phone, pleaded guilty u> 
robbery and jailed in 
Thursday for four year* an! 
eight months, the pafvr srid 

Soldiers make a 
killing at Pol Pot’s 
grave 

PHNOM PENH tRi — 
Cambodian soldier, stationed 
near the grave of Khmer Rouge 
Irevta - Pul Fit arc cashing in tn 
his notoriety by cltarging S5 lo 
visit the site, a newspaper 
reported on Friday. The Phnom 
Penh post said a wood and 
thatch structure had been built 
over the site nf Pol Pot's funer- 
al pyre in (he northern province 
of Anlong Vcng and his house 
was being rebuilt. Soldiers had 
begun charging visitors 200 
Thai baht t about $5 1 to visit the 
grasc. part of a plan, an officer 
said, to restore the site and 
make it into a museum. Such 
entrepreneurial spirit would be 
enough to make Pol Pol one of 
the 20th century's most notori- 
ous political leaders, turn in his 
grave. 

From coal mining 
to sushi 

LONDON »R> — Once grimy 
British coal miners now Jen 
hygienicaily clean white uni- 
forms to make the Japanese del- 
icacy Sushi. Many were unem- 
ployed for years after pi; d ► 
sure*. Now they relish the 
chance of making the raw fish 
and rice specialities at a fueion- 
just ripened on the site of a dis- 
used colliery near workshop in 
central England. The 
Independent new sparer quoted 
ex-miner Mark Orvvin res say- 
ing he had never heard of Sushi, 
increasingly trendy in Britain, 
before starring work at the fec- 
tory. “I used to work a lot of 
machinery down the pit 
although it is obviously differ- 
ent stuff here, smaller of course, 
but you can get on with it.” 
Orwin sad. Factory manager 
Sally Mitchell told the newspa- 
per the former miners had 
proved adaptable. “We slutted 
them off on sandwiches to get 
them used to it” she said 

Mother arrested for 
forcing son to rob 

TOKYO (.AP) — A Japanese 
woman has been arrested and 
chareed with forcing her 12- 
year-old son to rob a Tokyo har 
with a toy pistol so she could 
pay off a debt, police said 
Friday. The NS-ycar-cki 
woman, arrested Tuesday, 
made the hoy wear a shnppmt: 
baa over his head with ev£ 
holes cut out of it and told fern 
to hold up a bur in downtown 
Tokyo. The boy. in the first year 
of junior high school, made 
away with 400.000 Yen ($ 
3£30 i in foe Jan. 6. I99S rrtv 
berv. the Tokyo irmipotitm 

police said. Tbe police would 
not suy how in Uc h money the 
woman owed, but newspapers 
reported her debt totalled 
900.000 Yen ($7,500). 

Summer camp 
9°*ng to the dogs 

TORONTO <Ri — Dpgs who 
enjoy swimming, canoeing and 
socialising can now escapeend- 
ess day s ol sleeping and snow- 
ing hones by takinc a trip 
tiin^ugh the Canadian viider- 
ne *' at an exclusive summer 
eamp for pooches. A pet-snting 
wrnpany cal jcd Dog Day 
■ dv enrares is offering camping 
for dogs this summer' nth: lush 
Algonquin park and Georgian 
rc 3 ons. nonh of Toronto, 
e recognise that dogs need a 
fot more than just a walk." 
N-ompany founder Denise 
^tlson-Woodside told Reuters, 
ro alleviate the ennui ol’ vet 
.*her walk, dogs arc offered 
Rimming, hiking, canoe rides, 
picnics and even masv.ieev 
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